Bonn to boost contacts with Syria 

DAMASCUS (Agencies) — A West German envoy held talks in Svria on 
Sunday on ivm to boost economic cooperation. * 

SANA aid. the visit, by envoy Hanffiedler, came abirS 
lifted sanctions .t .mposed on Syria nine months agolnd 3 SUSS 

!? ^ ree Jj V °- Pi™) 6 " 5 kidnapped in Lebanon. SANA said Mr 
Fiedler discussed with Syrian ofl" ■ s " 1 - joint projects now in hand and how 
to increase economic, sdemiiic and technical ties A KSS 
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. Syrian agneultmc. Bomnmposed sanctions on Damaius 1 S 1 Noveffi 

- agent5 in a attack on West°Beriin's 
Geramn-Arab Society wbidi injured seven people, it has now lifted 
of them, unfreezing of marly S$0 million in capital aid. DipSiHS 
8 * 2 Syrian efforts to free hostage businessmen Rudolf fW/tow 

ssarihsfli 

with Vicc'President Abdul Halim Kh/ddam durin^hU^tay. mCCt 
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Masri to visit China next month 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Foreign Minister Tahcr Al Masri will pity an official 
visit to China early next month at the invitation of his Chinese 
counterpart, an official statement said here Sunday. The vtatemeni. which 
did not give an exact date for the visit, vjid Mr. Masri would hold talks 
with senior Chinese officials on the situation in the Middle East and 
Jordanian-Chinese relations. During the visit, the statement said. Mr. 
Masri will head a seven-member Arab committee to discuss the Gulf 
conflict with Chinese leaders. The committee had been set up by the Arab 
League Council to find proper means for ending the conflict and the 
implementation of the Julv 2l) United Nations Security Council resolution 
which calls for an immediate ceasefire in the seven-ycnr-old war. Irau, 
Bahrain and Norlh Yemen are the other members of the Arab 
committee's delegation to China. Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Saud Al 
Faisal will lead a similar Arab delegation to Washington and Sheikh Sabah 
Al Ahmad Al Sabah, the foreign minister uf Kuwait, will lead another 
team to Moscow next month, according to reports from Washington and 
Kuwait on Saturday. 



King sends good 
wishes to Malaysia 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
gag Hussein sent a cable to Sul- 
tan Mahmoud Iskander of 
Malaysia on Sunday congratulat- 
ing iam oa tIje occasion of his 
cojjptnf's Independence Day. 
The Kmg wished the Malaysian 
^continuing good health and 
happiness and the Malaysian peo- 
ple- farther progress and 
prosperity. 

Assad meets Greek 
fordgn minister 

DAMASCUS (R ) — Syrian Pres- 
jdest-Hafez Al Assad and Greek 
Foreign Minister Karolos 
PspooEas on Sunday discussed 
tbeGulf war, the Syrian Arab 
Keis Agency (SANA) said. Mr. 
papodias, on the third and last 
day of a visit to Damascus, also 
mei Prime Minister Abdul Rauf 
Al.Kasn and Defence Minister 
Tlas. SANA gave no 
defipls of the talks but Mr. 
Papoulias and Syrian Foreign 
MMsta Farouq Al Sharaa said 
Saiisday the presence of foreign 
oanl fteets in the Gulf caused 
caticerb. The agency said a mes- 
sage to Mr. Assad from Greek 
Pnme Minister Andreas Papan- 
dreoa underscored Syria's “im- 
portant role in the Middle East.” 
Greece and Syria believed that a 
proposed Middle East interna- 
tional peace conference should 
not be an umbrella for direct talks 
between Arabs and Israel, it 
added. 

‘Paris police sought 
Gordji’s expulsion 
in 1985’ 

PARIS (R) — Paris police 
seaaiasLii^:=" interpreter Vahid 
Gqqjp expelled in 1985, accord- 
ing. to die news magazine Le 
flat*, Mr. Gordji is at the centre 
of a seven-week Franco-Iranian 
thpfotoatic stalemate and has 
boa taking refuge in the Iranian 
embassy in Paris since June. Le 
Fofflt printed extracts from a let- 
ter dated Jan. 10, 1985 from Paris 
police Director Guy Fouget to 
the Interior Ministry, asking for 
Mr. Gordji's expulsion with 
-absolute urgency because he 
was part of a group suspected of 
preparing “terrorist actions." 
The numstry, then headed by 
Pien? Joxe, did not act on the 
remesr. Le Point said that police 
tMnot renew the expulsion de- 
mand because intelligence ser- 
. rices later considered Mr. Gordji 
a potential informer and French 
coranerrial interests thought him 
Valuable as an intermediary on 
FraBV-Iranian contracts. 

Bfejies grow for end 
toEiba revolt 


‘PORTO AZZURRO, Italy (R) 
^ Talks with sax armed convicts 
harfeaded in a prison infirmary 
WJ8 hostages since Tuesday 
havf toade progress and hopes 
®eJ5Kftetog for a peaceful end to 
%fevbh, a Justice Ministry- offi- 
oaT«id Sunday. “We are now 
®otiag forward rather than back- 
wards, Kaffaele Ciccotti, the 
Owisay's national prisons inspec- 
tdr;^d Reuters. “I am optimis- 
tinie is working in favour 
outcome.” Mr. Ciccotti 
first official in wo days to 
CWft eat publicly on develop- 
tott&in the revolt, Italy's longest 
sure ©76. He said Justice Minis- 
fe Gailiano Vassalli. who visited 
1*1*1 <»a the island of Elba on 
SstWlgy, was due to return here 
SttBdtyfrom Rome where he had 
i with cabinet colleagues. 
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Iraqi warplanes 
set Kharg ablaze 

Iran vows to retaliate for devastating 
Iraqi raids on its economic targets 

BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Iraqi fighter bom- 
bers attacked Iranian economic targets for 
the second straight day Sunday, bombing the 
big Kharg Island oil ter minal in an escalating 
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air offensive in the Gulf. 


many 


Iraq claimed its sudden re- 
sumption of attacks, after an in- 
formal 45-day hiatus, was in- 
tended to keep Tehran from us- 
ing increased oil revenues to con- 
tinue the seven-year-old war and 
force it to accept a United Na- 
tions-sponsored ceasefire. 

Iran on Saturday vowed to 
retaliate with "a crushing re- 
sponse,” saying no targets, in- 
cluding the reflagged Kuwaiti 
tankers and the U.S. warships 
escorting them, could be consi- 
dered immune. But despite the 
threats there has been no Iranian 
counter-action to date. 

Parts of Iran's Kharg Island oil 
terminal were reported in flames 
as Iraqi jets blasted the facility. 
Iraqi communiques indicated 
there were two night-time raids, 
one against Kharg and a second 
that hit a ship in an undisclosed 
location. 

• The sudden upsurge in Iraqi 
attacks, beginning Saturday and 
continuing Sunday, ended an in- 
formal truce. Iran and Iraq had 
refrained from attacking each 
other's commerce in the Gulf 
since before the U.N. Security 
Council's July 20 ceasefire resolu- 
tion. 

According to Iraqi war com- 
muniques the raiding aircraft hit 
at least three Iranian oil installa- 
tions some 500 kilometres apart 
to the northern, central and 
southern Gulf on Saturday, fol- 
lowed up with two post-midnight 
attacks and expanded the effort 
to include three land targets on 


Sunday. 

Iran's Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IRNA) said the raids 
had “martyred’' and wounded a 
number of people. 

Gulf-based shipping salvage 
executives, quoting tugboat offic- 
ers who witnessed some of the 
action, said fires were blazing at 
Kharg Island, Iran's main coastal 
oil terminal in the northern Gulf, 
after an early-morning raid. 

Kharg accounts for 90 per cent 
of Iran’s oil exports, all of which 
goes through the Gulf. By con- 
trast, Iraqi oil is sent. by pipelines 
to Saudi Arabia and Turkey. 

Lavan Island, a coastal refinery 
and terminal to the south, also 
was reported burning and 
Rakhsh, an oil platform in the 
southern Gulf, was said to have 
been severely damaged. Gulf- 
based shipping sources, asking 
not to be named, said they were 
told on Sunday that it was leaking 
oil and possibly abandoned. 

Large clouds of smoke bil- 
fowed from the area of the 
offshore loading tenriihal, but 
sources quoted by AP said it was 
not clear whether the flames were 
from the loading terminal itself or 
from a tanker loading at the time. 

Shipping executives quoted 
one tug officer as reporting that 
“it was a very heavy raid... with 
lots of fire and smoke sighted.” 

“The attacks were necessary in 
view of Iran’s rejection of the 
U.N. Security Council call for a 
ceasefire in the Gulf war and 
Iran's continued aggression 


against Iraq,” an Iraqi communi- 
que said.- 

“It is necessary to strike at the 
vital targets and supplies that 
serve the war effort of the aggres- 
sor regime,” it added, saying the 
attacks were the start of “ms 
blows.” 

Sources quoted by Reuter said 
Iraq's strikes on Sirci, Rakhsh 
oilfield and Lavan storage depot 
showed Baghdad had lost pati- 
ence with Tehran's failure to 
comply with a July 20 U.N. re- 
solution ordering a truce in the 
seven-year-old Gulf war. 

They said the attack on Sirri 
left an Iranian supertanker, the 
236,807 tonne Alvand, oa fire.;* 

Iraq said after Saturday's raids 
it was exercising its legitimate 
right of self-defence because Iran 
had ignored the July 20 U.N. 
resolution. 

Tehran has said it could only 
accept parts of the resolution. 
Iraq, which said it would accept 
die resolution if Iran did like- 
wise, quickly denounced any par- 
tial acceptance by Tehran as un- 
acceptable. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
said Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz 
wrote to U.N. Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar saying 
there was no longer any reason 
why Baghdad should continue to 
refrain from striking at Iranian 
interests in the Gulf. 

An Iranian newspaper said 
Sunday ships of allies of Iraq 
wonld'be attacked in the Gulf, no 
matter what flag they were flying, 
Tehran Radio reported. 

It quoted an editorial in the 
newspaper Jomhuriye Islami, as 
saying Iran wanted a “drastic and 
effective reaction” to renewed 
Iraqi air strikes on its oil facilities. 

(Cootmned on page 3) 


Armacost. Resistance front says 
understandable 8 Israelis killed 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
White House official on Sunday 
called Iraq's resumption of air 
attacks on Iranian targets “de- 
plorable." but said the move was 
understandable in light of Iran's 
delay in accepting a ceasefire 
resolution. 

Under-secretary of State 
Michael H. Armacost also said 
the renewed attacks, including 
Sunday's Iraqi raids on Iran’s 
chief offshore oil facility in the 
northern Gulf, increase the need 
for a second resolution by the 
U.N. Security Council. 

“I find it deplorable, but I also 
say in terms of their interest it’s 
understandable,” Mr. Armacost 
said in an interview on NBC-TV's 
Meet the Press.” 

“I think it’s very regrettable, 
extremely unfortunate. We don’t 
condone it." said Mr. Armacost 
of the Iraqi attacks. 

“It's not entirely unexpected. 
We’ve known for sometime the 
Iraqis do not wish to allow a 
situation in which restraints were 
imposed in the Gulf while no 
constraints were imposed on lran 
to pursue the ground war.” 

He said the United States 
wants a “comprehensive ceasefire 
on land, sea and air.’’ 

“That's the nature of the re- 
solution we put forward. They 
have acce ted the resolution. 
Iran has not,” he said. “Iran has 
not formally rejected it, but 
they've sought to play for time. 

“... It’s up to Iran to declare 
itself firmly in support of and 
compliance with the Security 
Council resolution,” he added. 

On Saturday, the State Depart- 
ment issued a statement urging, 
restraint on both rides in the war. 

“Iran has continued to push the 
land war Iraq has slowly re- 
sumed the air war against econo- 
mic and military targets, includ- 
ing those hit Saturday,” the state- 
ment said. “Recognising the vola- 
tile situation in the Gulf, we nave 
counselled restraint on all sides 
while seeking an end to the war, 
not Just tension in the Gulf. 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Lebanese resistance fighters said 
Sunday they killed eight Israeli 
soldiers in an overnight ambush 
inside Israel's self-declared 
"security zone” in South 
Lebanon. 

In a statement broadcast on 
Beirut radios, the Lebanese 
National Resistance said its guer- 
rillas attacked an Israeli patrol at 
the village of Salham, three 


hours after skirmishes between 
Israelis and guerrillas of the 
Shi'ite Ama] militia. 

Lebanese security sources said 
battles broke out just before 
noon on Saturday in Wadi Al 
Dibb valley on the edge of 
Israel’s “security zone.” 

Ama] said three of its fighters 
were wounded and a fourth was 
missing. Eight civilians were also 
reported injured when Israeli 
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kilometres north of the Israeli helicopters strafed the area and 
frontier and 19 kilometres south artillery shelled nearby villages, 
of Tyre. Military sources in Tel Aviv 

In Tel Aviv, an Israeli array said Israeli forces killed four 
spokesman denied the resistance Amal fighters in the clash north 
front’s statement. of the ^security zone.” 

“There were no Israeli soldiers 


killed overnight,” the spokesman 
in Tel Aviv told Reuters. 

The National Resistance, a 
coalition of fighters, said two of 
its men were missing in the attack 
at 1 a.m. (2200 GMT). 

The reported ambush came 


security 

Israel established the “security 
zone” in a belt of temtory 10 
kilometres deep and 120 
kilometres long in 1985. It is held 
by several hundred Israeli sol- 
diers and about 1,200 men of the 
Israeli-backed “South Lebanon 
Army” militia. 


Rally held in Baalbek in 
memory of Musa Sadr 


BAALBEK, Lebanon (R) — 
Green-clad militiamen and big 
crowds marched on Sunday in 
memory of Imam Musa Sadr, the 
vanished leader who began the 
mobilisation of Lebanon’s Shi’ite 
Muslim two decades ago. 

Tens of thousands of people 
paraded through Baalbek, once 
famed for dance and music festiv- 
als in the Great Roman Temple 
ruins and now a fortress for 
Shi’ite radicals and Iranian Re- 
volutionary Guards. 

Several thousand unarmed fight- 
ers of the Amal militia founded 
by Imam Sadr took part in the 
march. It was enlivened by horse- 
men in national costume ^ and 
escorted by fire engines, jeep- 


official visit to Libya. 

Amal marks the anniversary of 
his mysterious disappearance on 
Aug. 31. Libya denies Amal’s 
charges that it was responsible 
and says Imam Sadr left Tripoli 
on a plane for Rome. 

From the early 1960s, Imam 
Sadr used themes of Lebanese 
and Shi’ite nationalism to mobil- 
ise the Shi'ites, the biggest and 
poorest community among Leba- 
non's three to four million 
people. 

Imam Sadr’s Shi’ite coalition 
split after his disappearance and 
the 1979 Islamic revolution in 
Iran, with Iran-backed militants 
like Hizbollah (Party of God) and 
Islami c Amal in Baalbek reject- 
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mounted machineguns ana 100 ing sectarian compromises. 
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gunmen for security. 

Imam Sadr, an Iranian-born 
cleric who became hugely popu- 
lar among Lebanese Snii’tes, was 
last reported seen in August 1978 
with two companions during an 


"No Islamic Amal or Hizbollah 
men were seen at the - Baalbek 
parade, the first of a series of 
rallies and strikes called by the 
Syrian-backed Amal to com- 
memorate Imam Sadr. 


6 U.S. 
warships 
escort 
2 Kuwaiti 
tankers 
into Gulf 

BAHRAIN | Agencies) — Six 
U.S. warships with crews at battle 
stations shepherded two Kuwaiti 
tankers into the Gulf on Sunday, 
in the strongest display of fire- 
power since Washington began 
convoy operations last month. It 
was a clear show of force in the 
face of possible Iranian retalia- 
tion for Iraq’s raids on Iran's 
offshore oil installations. 

“i find it difficult to believe 
Iran will not retaliate somehow," 
said one Western diplomat 
quoted by Reuter. “But this con- 
voy has got double the fire-power 
of earlier escort runs.” 
Gulf-based shipping sources 
said the U.S. warships and two 
Kuwaiti tankers flying the U.S. 
flag slipped through the narrow 
Strait of Hormuz into the Gulf at 
dawn. 

Three hours earlier, a wave of 
Iraqi jets struck Iran’s Kharg 
Island oil terminal 800 kilometres 
further 'north in the Gulf. 

Sources dose ro the Kuwait Oil 
Tanker Company, which owns 
the U.S.-flagged tankers, had 
said the 81.283-ton Surf City and 
the 79,999-ton Chesapeake City, 
were the next reflagged tankers 
to make the upbound trip, the 
sixth convoy overall. Three other 
tankers have been loaded and 
waiting at Kuwait's Al Ahmadi 
oil terminal for a return trip for 
the last week. 

The latest convoy was sighted 
about 12:20 p.m. (0820 GMT), 
sources quoted by AP said, in- 
dicating the convoy had been 
under way for at least six or seven 
hours and had passed through the 
Hormuz without any reported 
difficulty. 

AP photographer Greg English 
and Reuter photographer Ulli 
Michel who observed it from a 
helicopter some 50 kilometres 
northwest of Dubai, said two 
helicopters, one a CH-46 Sea 
Knight and the other a UH-1 
Huey, were circling around the 
procession, which was moving in 
single file at about 12 knots'! 

English said the misrile frigate 
Jarrett was in the lead, followed 
by tiie frigate Hawes, then the 
Chesapeake City, a large naval 
vessel not positively identified, 
the Surf City, the cruiser Reeves, 
and the helicopter carrier 
Guadalcanal. The newly arrived 
missile cruiser Standley was sail- 
ing off the right flank. 

The Peny-dass Frigate John L 
Hall held station about eight 
kilometres to the east, shielding 
the convoy from the Iranian 
coast. 

Earlier convoys were guarded 
by three or at most four U.S. 
warships, but one diplomat said: 
“Iraq appears to have started a 
concerted campaign against 
Iran’s oil exports. That spells 
danger for the convoy and 
Washington is taking no 
chances.” 

Diplomats regarded Iraq’s re- 
newed attacks on Iran's oil life- 
line as an inevitable reaction to 
Tehran’s refusal to accept or re- 
ject the U.N. Security Council's 
demand on July 20 for an im- 
mediate ceasefire in the Gulf war. 

Some diplomats said Iran had 
little to gam on the propaganda 
front by not reacting to the Iraqi 
attacks and might decide to hit 
neutral shipping rather than risk a 
confrontation with the high-tech 
U.S. armada of reflagged Kuwaiti 
’tankers. 

But one diplomat said: “Iran’s 
best retaliation is to do nothing. 
That will make Iran look like the 
aggrieved party and complicate 
diplomatic efforts to impose an 
arms embargo against it.” 

The Americans and Kuwaitis 
have accused Iran of sowing 
mines in the path of convoys to 
try to sabotage the escort opera- 
tion. 

The fim reflagged tanker 
Bridgeton hit a mine on July 24 
on the maiden escort run and the 
second convoy was delayed 36 
hours while a mine was cleared i 
on the last leg to Kuwait. I 



Rifai delivers King’s 
message to Fahd 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minis- 
ter Zaid Rifai paid a brief visit to 
Saudi Arabia on Sunday during 
which he delivered a message 
from His Majesty King Hussein to 
King Fahd Ibn Abdul Aziz of 
Saudi Arabia. The message dealt 
with the current situation in the 
Arab region and bilateral rela- 
tions, the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said. 

King Hussein and King Fahd 
have been working hard behind 


the scenes to reconcile Arab dif- 
ferences and pave the way for an 
Arab summit this year. 

King Fabd's meeting with Mr. 
Rifai took place at Al Salam 
Palace. It was attended by Saudi 
Crown Prince and Deputy Prime 
Minister Prince Abdullah Ibn 
Abdul Aziz, Saudi Foreign Minis- 
ter Prince Saud Al Faisal and 
Jordan's Ambassador lo Saudi 
Arabia Mohammad Rasoul Al 
Keflani. 


S. Arabia: No unrest in 
Shi’ite area after Mecca riot 

DAMMAM (R) — Saudi Arabia 
tightened security in its eastern 
province, heart of its oil industry 
and home of most of its Shi'ite 
Muslim minority, after last 
month's riots in Mecca, the pro- 
vince's governor said Sunday. 

“This area would be the first 
target,” Prince Mohammad Ibn 
Fahd told reporters, citing the oil 
fields as the main concern. “We 
are trying our best to protect 
them." 

He said extra security measures 
were taken after the July 31 
violence in Mecca in which hun- 
dreds of pilgrims died, most of 
them Iranians. He gave no de- 
tails. 

But Prince Mohammad, 37- 
year-old son of King Fahd, said 
there had been no disturbances 
among the province's Shi'ites 
such as occurred after Iran's 1979 
Islamic revolution. 

Saudi Arabia says the Mecca 
violence resulted from an illegal 
political demonstration by Ira- 
nians. 

“Their (Shi’ite) leaders came 
here and expressed support for 
the government and condemned 
what happened in Mecca,” Prince 
Mohammad said. “We don't have 
any problems here." 

Describing the 1979 unrest as a 
minor problem, he said: “People 
were excited, they were misled. It 
was not a riot, it was solved in a 
few hours.” 

Prince Mohammad, who went 
to university in the United States 
and is not in direct line to succeed 


his father, said that during his 
two-and-a-hatf years as governor 
he had fought budget battles to 
bring more development to the 
province. 

He said he had no estimate for 
the size of the Shi'ite population, 
normally put at up to half the 
province's 1.5 million people. 

"We never calculated who is 
who.... we are concentrating on 
developing the area,” he said. 
“We treat all Saudis equally, they 
get the same opportunities... I 
nave no complex about that.” 

He suggested that Saudi Shi'ites 
had shown a natural initial curios- 
ity in the ideas of Iran's spiritual 
leader. Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini, but had not adopted 
them. 

“Any movement will have a 
surface attraction ... but when 
you realise the results, it is up to 
you to judge," he said. 

The prince said he kept in 
touch with the people by holding 
a daily meeting at which anyone 
could seek his personal attention 
for their problems. 

About 60 supplicants attended 
the prince's meeting on Sunday. 

He listened as they took turns 
to plead their cases, receiving 
written requests. 

A one-legged telephone oper- 
ator. Mohammed A I Oteibi, told 
Reuters he had come Co ask the 
governor to transfer him from 
Dammam to Abqaiq, where his 
family lived. 

"He said he would see," Mr. 
Oteibi said. 


South African 
mine strike ends 


JOHANNESBURG (Agencies) 
— The largest and costliest mine 
strike in South Africa’s history 
ended Sunday with the black min- 
ers’ union accepting an offer that 
its members bad rejected last 
week, industry spokesmen said. 

The settlement of the costly 
and violent strike by a quarter of 
a million men was announced bv 
the Chamber of Mines, which 
groups six big conglomerates 
affected by the dispute. 

Chamber President Nass 
Steenkamp said after 3-14 hours 
of talks with miners’ leader Cyril 
Ramaphosa: "I am very happy to 
say we have a settlement with the 
National Union of Mineworkers 
(NUM) ... they have decided to 
call off the strike.” 

Chamber spokesman Johann 
Liebenberg said strikers were to 
start returning to the pits Sunday 
night. 

NUM leaders, who lost their 
bid to increase the mine owners' 
wage offer, declined to comment 
as they left the chambers' offices 
after Sunday's talks. 

Johann Liebenberg, chief 
negotiator for the Chamber of 
Mines, said there was no formal 
agreement by the chamber that 
the roughly 44,000 miners fired 
during the strike would be re- 
hired. He said the matter would 
be resolved by the individual 
companies. 

“The cost of the strike has been 
high," said Mr. Steenkamp, cit- 


ing the violence, lost income and 
mass dismissals. 

But he said the strike may 
have given each side a more 
realistic perception of the other. 

'The union has learned that 
the industry is capable of setting 
the limits, sticking to them and 
showing a lot of determination in 
the proress," he said. "The em- 
ployer has learned that the union 
has muscle, organisational capac- 
ity. determination and skill. 

The strike over wages and 
fringe benefits has developed into 
the biggest trial of strength be- 
tween white-led industry and 
black labour in racially-divided 
South Africa. 

Mr. Liebenberg, speaking for 
the powerful mine owners, told 
reporters at the chamber’s Johan- 
nesburg headquarters: “The 
members of the chamber are very 
happy." 

Mr. Steenkamp added: “I 
think- this is particularly good 
news for the workers on the 
mines and their families. It is 
good news for the shareholders 
and I think it is good news for the 
country as a whole.” 

Mr. Liebenberg said the accord 
was virtually the "same as a pack- 
age rejected by strikers last 
Wednesday — improved holiday 
pay and death benefits but no 
wage increases beyond the 23.4 
per cent implemented by em- 
ployers in July- 


Crown 

Prince 

launches 

televised 

seminars on 

education 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A series of 
televised seminars paving the way 
for a national educational confer- 
ence opened Sunday under the 
chairmanship of His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan. 

The opening session was 
attended by Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul' Wahhab Al Majali. 
Cabinet members and educators, 
members of the Council of High- 
er Education and education com- 
mittees of Parliament and mem- 
bers of a centtal educational team 
supervising the work of tne com- 
ing conference due to be held 
under royal patronage on Sept. 6. 

Addressing the meeting. Prince 
Hassan said the aim of presenting 
a report on the educational sys- 
tem was to pave the way for a 
national dialogue on education 
prior to introducing; reforms serv- 
ing the system until the year 2000. 

Prince' Hassan said that the 
method of constructive self-critic- 
ism was the incentive that moved 
the educational team to embark 
on this task. 

He said that participation of 
senior education officials and de- 
cision makers in this reform pro- 
cess took place in an enlarged 
session under the chairmanship of 
His Majesty King Hussein. 

“When we moved to the field 
and met with school teachers we 
were hoping that the base of 
those at the bottom of the scale 
also should contribute to present- 
ing recommendations about the 
reforms to be introduced." Prince 
Hassan said. 

The conference, he said, is 
closely connected to the general 
educational process in which a 
large section of the public is 
interested, and so many great 
hopes are attached to this en- 
deavour. 

"1 would like lo reaffirm the 
importance of dialogue in which 
all parties respect other's views in 
the national interest, and if a 
dialogue is to discuss the philo- 
sophical aspect or the administra- 
tive aspects of education, we sup- 
port such moves because we want 
to have a well-established nation- 
al philosophy and we want to 
have firm steps that can lend 
support for the concept of general 
education and higher education 
with a link between the two,” 
Prince Hassan said. 

Addressing the meeting later 
was Minister of Education Thou- 
aan Hindawi. The minister said 
tne meeting was aimed at crystal- 
lising concepts and proposals 
which had been reached in earlier 
meetings. 

He said the final versions of the 
proposals would be submitted to 
the national conference on Sept, 
b. 

The minister paid tribute to 
Prince Hassan’s contribution to 
the meetings of the Council of 
Education when it discussed the 
educational system in Jordan and 
also to his trips to various schools 
where he met with teachers and 
educators as well as students to 
discuss problems in the educa- 
tional process. 

These trips, the minister said, 
gave all concerned people a good 
incentive for participating in 
efforts to make the process of 
education a success. 

Dr. Ali Mahafza. president of 
the Mu'la University, submitted 
an outline of the educational 
team's recommendations over va- 
rious aspects of the educational 
process, including school build- 
ings. health, curricula and 
methods of teachine. 


U.S. welcomes 
Israel’s Lavi decision 

WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States welcomed Sunday's 
Israeli cabinet decision to scrap 
the controversial Lavi fighter- 
bomber project. “We welcome 
the Israeli cabinet decision to 
terminate the Lavi project,” 
State Department spokesman 
Rudi Boone said. “We recognise 
that this was a difficult decision 
for Israel but is one we believe 
will best serve Israeli interests." 
The Israeli cabinet voted narrow- 
ly on Sunday to drop the Lavi. 
(See page 2). 
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Home-Middle East news 


BBC confirms recapture by Libya 
after reporter visits Aouzou town 


LONDON (R) — Libyan troops have recaptured the 
Saharan oasis of Aouzou and driven out Chadian 
forces, a British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) 
correspondent reported Sunday. 

Kieran Cook’s report from the town. 


Aouzou was the first independent 
confirmation of Libya's claim that 
its troops overran the town on 
Friday and were pursuing Cha- 
dian forces into the central Afri- 
can state. 

The claim was dismissed by 
Chad and the official N’Djamena 
Radio said Sunday that govern- 
ment troops were still holding the 
small border town against Libyan 
attacks. 

But Cook reported the Libyans 
had shown him around Aouzou, 
apparently deserted by the Cha- 
dian forces. 

The correspondent left the 
oasis later for Tripoli, a BBC 
spokesman said, adding that no 
more details were immediately 
available. 

Aouzou, a town with a peace- 
time population of about 2.000, 
was seized by Chadian troops on 
Aug. 8 after 14 years under Li- 
byan control. 

It lies in a 114,000 square 
kilometre stretch of barren land 
running along the two countries' 
border and daimed by both na- 
tions. 

In Paris, French television 
showed Libyan film of Aouzou 
that it said was taken after Cha- 
dian forces had been driven from 


There were pictures of guns left 
in the sand, a Libyan flag, a 
charred corpse and Libyan sol- 
diers embracing in joy at their 
victory. 

Libya said Saturday night its 
forces killed 460 Chadian troops 
and .wounded 877 when they re- 
captured the administrative cen- 
tre of Aouzou Strip. 

The casualty figures were given 
in a communique from the Li- 
byan Armed Forces General 
Command, carried by the Libyan 
News Agency (JANA) and moni- 
tored by the BBC. 

It said the Libyans lost only 10 
men and 18 were wounded “dur- 
ing the heroic march.” 

Huge quantities of arms were 
seized, according to the com- 
munique, and enemy soldiers 
were still surrendering. 

Libya said on Friday it bad 
retaken Aouzou town, which nor- 
mally has a population of about 
2,000. but Chad has dismissed the 
claim, saying fighting is still going 
on. 

Libya’s JANA news agency 
said its warplanes pursued Cha- 
dian troops into the Centra) Afri- 
can state after recapturing the 
town. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Kuwait sets up labour court 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait has set up a special department to rule 
on labour disputes previously handled by dvil courts, the official 
gazette said. It published a law providing for creation of a 
department within the Court of First Instance to deal exclusively 
with labour cases. A single judge would preside over the 
department, the gazette said. 

Kurdish rebels kill 3 villagers 

ANKARA (R) — Separatist Kurdish guerrillas armed with 
grenades and guns killed a man and his two daughters during a 
raid on a village in southeastern Turkey Saturday night, author- 
ities said Sunday. The attack on Caylidere village, about 80. 
kilometres north of the Syrian border, was believed carried out by 
the members of Kurdish Workers Party (PKK), which is seeking 
an independent state for Turkey' s estimated eight million Kurds. 

Tremor shakes central Iran city 

LONDON (R) — An earthquake shook sububrs of the central 
Iranian city of Tabas early Sunday, the national Iranian News 
Agency IRNA said. IRNA, received in London, quoted the 
seismology centre at Tehran University saying the tremor 
measured five on the open-ended Richter Scale — powerful 
enough to cause heavy damage in a populated area. Tabas, 600 
kilometres south east of Tehran, was hit by a much stronger 
earthquake in 1978 when several hundred people were killed, 
IRNA said. 

Japanese aide in Tehran for talks 

LONDON (R) — A senior Japanese Foreign Ministry official has 
arrived in Tehran to discuss developments in the Gulf, the Iranian 
News Agency IRNA reported Sunday. IRNA saidTakashi Onda, 
director-general for Mideast and African affairs for the Foreign 
Ministry, would meet Iranian Foreign Ministry officials. Japan 
gets most of its oil from the Gulf, including 140.000 barrels per 
day from Iran, and has in the past urged Tehran to refrain from 
attacking shipping. 


TV & RADIO 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 77.lt/M9 

PROGRAMME ONE 

15:30 Koran 

15:50 Programme review 

1&55 Cartoons end children program- 
mes 

16:35 Silver Spoons 

1 7 JO The Wonderful World of Magic 

I&20 Arabic senes 

13:50 Local cultural debate 

19:10 Message from Oman 

I9J0 Local programme 

I9J0 Programme review 

20:00 News in Arabic 

2SJ0 Arabic 5crics 

21:20 Tourism in Jordan 

22£0 Arab Duciors 

23.-00 News Summary in Arabic 

23:10 Prayers and dote down 

PROGRAMME TWO 

1840 RucCumot 

I8J0 La Cutviuc dc Monde 

19*10 News in French 

19:15 Spurt magazine (French! 

19-JO News in Hebrew 

19:45 Beyond 2MU 

2MS News in Arahic 

20JO Alio. Alio (Comedy) 

21:10 Mussolini 

22.-00 News in English 

22:20 Bird of Prey (new drama) 

23:19 The Love Bout 

RADIO JORDAN 

*« KJfc. AM & 99 MHz. FM 
mi partly on 9560 KHz. SW 
Tel: 774111-19 

07.-09 . Light Music 

07:30 Newsdcsk 

08:00 Morning Show 


10:05 

EIHIO 

12:00 

12:05 

I3d» 


13:05 


14:90 


14:30 

15:00 

Piano Magic 

16:00 


16:05 

I6-J0 

17:00 

P‘J0 

18:00 

18:05 

Instrumental^ 

Old Fa%ouritcs 

New Music 

News Summary 

18 


19:00 


J9i» 


2(fc0O 

21:00 

Evening Show 


21. -05 Evening Show Comd. 

22:00 News Summary 

22:05 Evening Show Continued 

23:00 News Summary 

23:05 Evening Show Continued 

24:00 Close Down 

BBC WORLD SERVICE 

6=9. 720. 1323 KHz 

07:00 Newsdcsk 07 JO Madame Bovary 
07:45 Reflections 97:50 Waveguide 
08.-00 World News 0&09 24 Hours: 
News Summary 08J0 Nature Note- 
book 08:45 Recording of the Week 
99:00 Newsdcsk 89J0 Babv Talk: 
Baby Think 10:00 World News 10:09 
24 Hours: News Summary Ife30 Half- 
Hour Drama: Persuasion 1140 World 
News 1149 Reflections 11:15 Madame 
Bovary 11 JO Anything Coes 12:00 
World News 12:09 British Press Re- 
view; 12:15 Good Books 12:45 Peebles’ 
Choice 1340 News Summary: Baby 
Talk: Baby Think 13 JO The Vintage 
Chart Show 1440 World News 14:09 
News About Britain 14:39 Album 
Time 1540 Radio Newsreel 15:45 
Sports Round-up 1649 World News 
1649 24 Hours: News Summary 1640 
Sportsworld 1740 News Summary: 
Outlook 17:45 Short Story 1840 Radio 
Newsreel 18:15 Bahy Talk: Baby 
Think 1 8.-45 Musk for a While 1940 
World News 19:99 Commentary 19:15 
Frontier IM0 Jazz Guitarists 20:15 
The Conch Ouiz 20Jfl New Ideas 
20:40 Book Choice 2Q:50 Sports 
Round-up 2140 Newsdcsk 21:30 Mul- 
tiirack - I 2240 News Summary: Out- 
look 22:45 Peebles 1 Choice 2440 News 
Summary: Sportsworld 00:15 Frontier 
•W0 Vintage Chart Show 01 J9 Finan- 
cial News 02* IS Philosophy and Under- 
standing 92J0 Financial News 

VOICE OF AMERICA 

MW I2NI & SU- 7300. VjfiS. / /74ft 
11925 and 15210 Hz 

0540 News 05:10 Newsline 05-J0 VOA 
Morning 06:00 News 96:19 Newsline 
O6-J0 VOA Morning 07:00 News 07:10 
Newsline 07:30 VOA Morning 0840 
News 98:10 Newsline 98 JO VOA 
Morning 1740 News 17:10 Newshne 
17 J0 Musk USA 1840 News 18:10 
Focus I8-J0 Special English News 8t 
Features 1949 News 19:10 Newsline 
19-JO Magazine Show 2040 News 
20:10 Focus 2040 Special English 
News & Features 2140 News 21:10 
Newsline America 21 JO Musk USA 
2240 News & Editorial 22:15 Music 
USA Jazz 2340 News 23:10 World 
Report 


Libyan television said enemy 
soldiers were still “coming down 
from the mountains in a terrible 
state of thirst and hunger" and in 
a low emotional state. 

The communique said enemy 
soldiers ran away when the Li- 
byans stormed Aouzou town and 
“a large number of them died of 
thirst while they were lost in the 
Tibesti Mountains." 

“They are still at large and 
wandering aimlessly. All the 
attempts made by their lead- 
ership to stop them and control 
them have failed, even inside 
Chadian territory," it said. 

It said the Libyans captured 10 
armoured vehicles, 20 anti-tank 
guns, 22 rocket launchers, 18 
anti-aircraft heavy guns, rockets 
and huge quantities of arms and 
ammunition. 

Eighty vehicles were captured 
and 40 destroyed, it said. 

French Defence Minister Andre- 
Giraud said Saturday he could 
not confirm that Libya had recap- 
tured the town of Aouzou and 
reaffirmed that France would not 
intervene in the region. 

Asked about Libya’s claim to 
have retaken Aouzou, Mr. 
Giraud told French Radio: “I 
have no confirmation. You know 
that we have no soldiers in the 
area and as a result we have no 
direct news. 

“It seems possible insofar as we 
knew that for the past 48 hours 
there had been very heavy fight- 


ing in the region with significant 
numbers of Libyan troops and 
very active bombardments of the 
north of the Tibesti region and 
the town of Aouzou itself." 

Asked whether France, which 
has 1,200 men in its former Afri- 
can colony, might intervene if 
Libya had taken control of the 
town,- Mr. Giraud said: “The 
French government has already 
said it did not consider itself to be 
involved in the conflict over the 
Aouzou Strip and that is our 
standpoint." 

A Giad embassy official in 
Paris said the battle was still 
raging and Chadian forces had 
shot down two Soviet-made MiG- 
23 fighter planes and a combat 
helicopter. 

He had no details of the fight- 
ing or of the numbers of troops 
involved on either side, but said: 
“We are confident that the forces 
of the FANT (GiacTs army) will 
repulse this new assault." 

On Aug. 19 Chad's forces suc- 
cessfully beat off a series of Li- 
byan attacks on Aouzou. 

The army of Chadian President 
Hissene Habre seized control of 
Aouzou town on Aug. 8 follow- 
ing a successful campaign to drive 
Libyan troops out of the north of 
his country earlier this year. 

But France, which applauded 
Mr. Habre's earlier victories, has 
said it favours a peaceful, negoti- 
ated settlement to the dispute 
over the Aouzou Strip. 


Saudis hope for success of 
Maghreb peace mission 


ALGIERS (R) — Saudi Arabian 
Defence Minister Sultan Ibn 
Abdul Aziz has said he hopes 
Saudi mediation between Algeria 
and neighbouring Morocco will 
succeed. 

The official Algerian Press 
Agency APS said Prince Sultan 
was speaking in an interview with 
state-owned television Saturday 
night following talks with Alge- 
rian President Chadti Benjedid. 

Prince Sultan, who is due in 
Rabat Monday after his six-day 
official visit to Algiers, said the 
talks covered Algerian-Saudi re- 
lations as well as common objec- 
tives of service to their religion 
and to Arab and Islamic nations. 

“I hope that King Fahd will 
succeed in his mission between 
our two brothers in the great 
Maghreb,” APS quoted Prince 


Sultan as saying. 

King Fahd visited Rabat ana 
Algiers in May and chaired a 
border meeting between Mr. 
Benjedid and King Hassan to 
discuss normalisation of rela- 
tions, which were severed in 1976 
when Algeria recognised the self- 
styled Saharan Arab Democratic 
Republic proclaimed by Polisario : 
guerrillas. 

Algerian-backed Polisario 
guemllas are fighting Morocco 
for control of the Western 
Sahara. 

Saudi- Algerian relations have 
warmed up since King Fahd's 
visit, and the Saudi minuter said 
last week the two countries would 
shortly sign agreements to boost 
cooperation. 

A high-ranking Saudi military 
delegation is now in. Algiers. 


Sudanese rebel chief reaffirms 
readiness for peace talks 


NAIROBI (R) — The leader of 
the rebel Sudan People’s Libera- 
tion Army (SPLA), in remarks 
published Sunday, reaffirmed his 
readiness to hold peace talks and 
exchange prisoners with the 
Khartoum government. 

Local newspapers quoted John 
Garang, on a stopover in Nairobi 
Saturday, as saying: “Our door is 
wide open for the talks.” 

The Ethiopian-backed SPLA 
has been fighting since 1983 to 


oust the government in Khar- 
toum and win autonomy for the 
mainly black and non-Muslim 
southern Sudan from the largely 
Arab north. 

Col. Garang said the SPLA 
was bolding two white priests, 
whom he did not identity, and 
hundreds of prisoners of war. He 
was ready to exchange the prison- 
ers with the Khartoum govern- 
ment through the International 
Committee of the Red Cross. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


TODAY’S EVENTS 

EXHIBITION 

• An exhibition of plastic an by 
Mohammad Al Kcswani al the Hous- 
ing Bank Gallery (until Stm. 15). 

FEATURE FILM 

■ "Mister Roberts - at 7:00 pju. at the 
American Cemrc. 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre .. Tel. 6610267 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre library 64(53) 

British Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Cdntrc 6442(13 

Spanish Cultural Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth Citv 667181/6 

Y.W.C.A 641793 

Y.W.M.A 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 6371 1 1 

Uni*, of Jordan Library — 843S55 

MUSEUMS 


“Children’s Heritage and Science 
Museum” Fun and knowledge for all 
aus. plus a small planetarium at the 
Haya Am Ccnlrc. Open all week WKJ 
a.m. • 1:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. - 6:011 
p.m. Closed on Friday. 

Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over IIX) years old. Abo mosaics 
from Madaha and Jcrash (4th in I8lh 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. Opaline, hours: 9.00 a.m. -5 p.m. 
Year-round. Tel. 651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Mnsemn! Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabal Al Qal'a 
(Citadel Hill). Opening hours: 9.UU 
a.m.-5.UU p.m. (Fridays and official 


19lh Century orientalist artists. Munta- 
zah. Jabal Luwcibdch. Opening hours: 

10.00 a.m. - 1.30 p.m. and 3.00 p.m.- 

6.00 p.m. Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 
630128. 

Martyrs’ Memorial (Military 
Museum): Collection of military 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports Gly. Amman. 
Opening hours 9.00 a. m. 4.00 p.m. 
Closed Saturdays. Td. 664240. 


SERVICE CLUBS 


The Amman Lions dab. Meetings 
cvciy first and third Wednesday at toe 
Regency Palace Hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
L«ms Philadelphia Club. Mccimo ev- 
ery second atm fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
PhBaddpfaia Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
I JO p.m. 

Rotary Club. Meeting every Tuesday 
at the Intcrcontiocma! Hotel. 2.00 

E .m. 

oyal Automobile Club. Jabal Am- 
man. Eighth Cirdc. Td. 816534. 
-817534. 


qutltCs ol Jordan. Jabal Al Qala 
(Chadc! Hill). Opening hours: 9.UU 
a.m.-5.UU p.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.00 a.m. to 4.U0 p.m.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gallery: Contains a 
collection of pannings, ceramics, and 
sculptures by contemporary Islamic 
artiste from most of the Muslim coun- 
tries and a collection of paintings by 


CHURCHES 


SL Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. Tel. 624590. 

Church of the Anmwriatka (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luwcibdch. Tel. 
637440. 

De fa Salle Church (Roman Catholic) 
- Jabal Hussein. Td. 661757. 
Terrasanta Church (Roman Catholic). 
Jabal Luwcibdch. mass in Italian lan- 
guage. meet every Saturday at 5:30 
p.m. Tel: 622366 

Church of the A — nfad ati (Greek 
Orthodox) Ahdali. Tel. 623541. 
AngScaa Church (Church of ihc Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman. Tel. 625383. 
Anmlao Catholic Church Ashrafieh. 
Td. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashra- 
fieh. Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
do*) Ashrafieh. Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets al Southern 
Baptist School in Shmcisani. Td. 
677534. 

Evattgcfical Lutheran Church, Am- 
man. Arabic Service: Sunday 7fl0 p.m. 
Rainbow Cougregatfan, English Scr- 
wc: Saturday 6J0 p.m. Rev. N. Smir. 

Tel. 811295. 


Vanunu 
goes on trial 

TEL AVIV (R) — Former nuc- 
lear technician Mordecbai Vanu- 
nu arrived at an Israeli court- 
house Sunday, , concealed by 
armed guards, for the start of his 
trial ou charges of passing atomic 
secrets to a British newspaper. 

Officials whited out the win- 
dows of Vanunu’s police van to 
stop the 3 1-year-old Israeli from 
giving details of how he was 
spirited borne last year after tell- 
ing London’s Sunday Times ins 
country bad made atomic bombs 
for 20 years. 

“You’d think it was not Vanu- 
nu being brought to court but the 
H-bomb itself," defence lawyer 
Avigdor Feldman said in a pre- 
trial interview, referring to the 
security measures. 

A canopy of burlap bags pre- 
vented photographers on nearby 
rooftops from seeing Vanunu en- 
ter the building. Security officials 
said they were ready to sound a 
special siren to drown Vanunu 
out should be shout to waiting 
reporters. 

Asher Vanunu, 25, said his 
older brother could convince the 
three- judge Jerusalem district 
court be acted out of idealism and 
not for financial gain. 

“He says the whole matter of 
atomic .weapons in Israel is an 
abstract thing for people who live 
here. They know it causes a big 
blast, but they doo’t know exactly 
how much damage it can cause,” 
Asher Vanunu told reporters 
Sunday. 

The defendant, who converted 
from Judaism to Christianity in 
Australia, has been portrayed by 
Israeli authorities as a mentally 
unstable traitor. 

Defence lawyers said they 
would press the court to open the 
trial to the public. Feldman said 
the massive precautions only 
drew attention to his dient ana 
prejudiced a fair trial. 

Vanunu is accused of aggra- 
vated espionage, revealing state 
secrets and aiding the enemy. He 
is likely to face life imprisonment 
if found quilty. 

Secrecy and censorship have 
shrouded the affair since the for- 
mer technician at Israel's top- 
secret Dimona nuclear reactor 
disappeared from his London 
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Israel scraps Lavi, Arens to resign 
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ber Sunday and voted to seek a reporters. His spokesman, Ari Paa* : 
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Israelis remain more divided than ever 


By Paul Taylor 

Reuter 

TEL AVIV — Nearly 40 years 
after the creation of the Jewish 
state, Israelis are more divided 
than ever over the question of 
what is a Jewish state. 

Should it be a state governed 
by Jewish religions law? Or a 
secular state in which Jews are 
free to be as religious or irreli- 
gious as they please? And is a 


hotel on Sept. 30 after telling the 
newspaper Israel had made 200 
bombs. 

In November, Israel, while 
neither confirming or denying it 
had the bomb, admitted be was 
being held in an Israeli jail but 
refused to say how he got there., 

A month later, Vanunu press- 
ed a message on the palm of his 
hand against the window of a 
police van on his way to a dosed 
pre-trial hearing. It said be bad 
flown to Rome and was abducted 
there. 

Foreign news reports say 
Vanunu was lured to Italy by a 
blonde Israeli secret agent who 
called herself Cindy and prom- 
ised him sex. He was then kid- 
napped by Israeli agents, dragged 
and spirited back to Israel by 
ship. 

His lawyers argue the trial 
should be public because the facts 
are known, but they have little 
chance of success in a country 
anxious to avoid a nudear debate 
and embarrassment over the 
abduction. 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ ) information 'depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Td. (081 53200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

10:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

19:15 <Sto\RJ) 

JO-.20 Lamaca(RJ) 

10i3O Damascus ( RJ) 

18- 39 - Muscal. Dubai (RJ) 

1030 Kuwait (RJ) 

11:00 Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (RJ) 

11:15 Cairo, Aqaba (RJ) 

17J9 Cairo (RJ) 

17:40 New York (add.) (RJ) 

183S New York. Vienna ( RJ) 

18:40 Athens (RJ j 

19:08 Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

19- -19 Bucharest (RJ) 

1*40 Bangkok (RJ) 

0935 BaE&dad(RJ) 

9139 Kuwait (add.) t RJ) 

0239 Dubai (add.) (RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS [Terminal 2) 


1030 .... 
12.-M ... 
1330 .... 
1330 .... 
1435 ... 
1530 ... 
17:25 ... 
90*^0 ... 


2330 Muscat (add.) (RJ) 

Oldl# Bucharest (RJ) 

0230 - Cairo (RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

•730 Cairo. London (BA) 

11:10 - Frankfurt (LH) 

1339 Baghdad (I A) 

14*5 -Cairo (MS) 

14*5 Bahrain. Doha (GF) 

1535 Kuwait (KU) 

1638 Ankara. Istanbul fTK) 

•1:40 Paris (AJF) 


Sana’a (LH) 

Baghdad (1A) 

Cairo (MS) 

... Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (GF) 

Kuwait (KU) 

Istanbul. Ankara fTK I 

Beirut (ME) 

Baghdad (AF) 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


.... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

Bucharest (RJ) 

Paris (RJ) 

;••• yr; Athens (RJ) 

Vienna. Chicago. Los Angela 

(RJ) 

.... Frankfurt. Copenhagen (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Kuwait (RJ) 

... Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

Bahrain. Doha ( RJ | 

Baghdad(Ri) 

Jeddah (RJ) 


MONEY EXCHANGE 
Sunday rales 

Local scU/buy rates in his 

Belgian franc 90/ 91.1 

Dutch guilder 166J2/ 167.7 

French franc 56T 56.5 

Italian lira 25.8/ 26.1 

Japanese yen (for 100) 238.1/ 241.8 

Swedish crown 53.1/ 53.5 

Swiss franc 226.5/ 229.8 

U.K.steffingpound.v..-S512/ 5593 

U.S. dollar 339/ 342 

W. German mark 186 3/ 189.2 


PRAYER TIMES 

if Sunrise jptJa 

::::::::::::::::::::: 

*>--22 

WEATHER 

Mdowd^ iCdby ** Dc ?* irtn>cxrto! 

It will be normal summery, with 
northwesterly moderate winds. In 
Aqaba winds win be northerly moder- 
ate and calm sea. 

. MinJrmu. tanp. 

Amman 19 / ^ 


£2™*- 25/38 

Deserts 13/35 

Jordan Valley ™ 23 /38 

}iuj '“’p^wures; Am- 

Kuwait (add.) (RJ) < nl aba 38 Hwmdttv readinp: 

Abu Dhabi. Dubai ( RJ) ^ nan ocm - Aqaba 23 per 


compromise possible? 

These philosophical questions 
are behind foe latest “Sabbath 
wars” between religious and 
secular Jews outside Jerusalem 
cinemas on Friday nights, as well 
as dashes over religions observ- 
ance, dietary laws and even sexy 
swimwear advertisements. 

They also underlie foe deep 
divisions in Israeli and world Jew- 
ry over foe definition of who is a 
Jew, and the legitimacy of con- 
versions to Judaism. 

Ultra-orthodox Jews, a vocal 
minority, are pressing for state- 
enforced observance of religious 
dictates. 

God’s law must rule Israel, 
they argue. There can be no 
freedom to sin. 

Rabbi Menachem Pontsh, an 
Ultra-Orthodox parliamentarian, 
has warned that if persuasion and 
prayer fail, his movement is ready 
to wage war to preserve the sanc- 
tity of the Sabbath. 

A state attorney told foe sup- 
reme court this week that police 
believed ultra-orthodox Jews 
were storing arms in Jerusalem to 
attack secular protesters. 

“The idea of live-and-let-Iive is 
really a very Western concept," 
Tal Doner, a Jerusalem religious 
seminary student, said with dis- 
dain. 

“There’s only one Jewish na- 
tion, and any or its members who 
desecrate foe Sabbath forfeit the 
right for all Jews to live in Israel,” 
he said. 

Secular, Israelis often compare 
ultra-orthodox Jews with the 
oppressive Islamic fundamental- 
ism of Iranian leader Ayatollah 
Rubollah Khomeini. 


secular activists are challenging 
foe religious prohibition of Sal>- 
bafo entertainment in Jerusalem 
by opening cinemas on Friday 
nights. 

More generally, they want to 
break the orthodox monopoly 
over marriage, divorce and con- 
versions. 


“We must break the religious 
stranglehold on Jerusalem before 
all the young people leave for Tel 
Aviv,” said rigal Cohen, one of 
several hundred secular Jews who 
congregated at Friday-night film 
shows last week. 

U I live and work here. I have a 
right to be entertained here too 
without haring to run to Tel 
Aviv,” agreed Yonathan Bader, 
a secular Jerusalem resident. 

On both sides feelings run 
deep. The devout accuse foe 
secular of blasphemy and even 
anti-Semitism, foe secular charge 
foe ultra-orthodox with obscur- 
antism and coercion. 

Many Israelis casually use pe- 
jorative terms such as “blacks” 
and “Khomeinis” when talking of 
foe ultra-religious. 

“Sometimes it seems the 
Israelis are as anti-Jewish as foe 
worst anti-Semites among the 
Goyim (gentiles),” said Shalom 
Wykansla, a young fundamental- 
ist rabbi. 

He was commenting on an inci- 
dent this month in which an 
unknown assailant cut foe tradi- 
tional side-locks off an orthodox 
Jerusalem schoolboy in an appa- 
rent anti-religions gesture. 

Chief Rabbi Mordechai 
Eliyahu compared foe attack to 
the persecution of foe Jews in 
Nazi Germany. 

Secular activists retort that it is 
not they who are trying to impose 
their lifestyle on the religious. 

Many ultra-orthodox Jews who 
live here do not believe in Zion- 
ism and should have no right to 
dictate how foe state runs its 
affairs since most of them dodge 
foe three years’ military service 
which all other Israelis perform. 


they say. 
Jerusak 


Jerusalem Mayor Teddy Kol- 
iek said that even if foe zealots 
managed to bring 50,000 demon- 
strators to foe Wailing Wall, 
Judaism's holiest shrine. “I im- 
agine that 45,000 of them did not 
go to foe army.” 

In foe event, about 10,000 
ultra-religious Jews gathered this 
week for a rally of prayer and 
lamentation at foe Western Wall, 


Western Wall, 


orthodox militants in recent 
years. 

A senior government official 
said foe Jewish fundamentalists 
were attempting a kind of 
counter-revolution. 

“Zionism was a secular social 
revolutionary movement, a 
national revolt against the tradi- 


tional religious establishment that 
had long dominated Jewish com- 
muni ties,” he said. . 

“Now the old establishment h 
trying to impose its rule cm the 
new state," said the official, who 
asked not to be identified for fear 
his remarks might cause a govern- 
ment crisis. 

Because of foe strict prop- 
ortional representation system, 
small religious parties represent- 
ing ultra-orthodox Jews almost 
always hold the balance of power 
in parliament 

They have used this position to 
extort concessions from the two 
main secular parties — Labour 
and the right-wing Likud Bloc — 
such as a ban on the national 
airline El Al flying on foe Sab- 
bath and legislation to outlaw 
pork and ban foe sale of leavened 
bread during the Passover 
holiday. 

In 1977 the religious parties 
even brought down an Israeli 
government because new Amer- 
ican fighter planes were flown 
into the country and greeted at an 
official ceremony which- ended 
after the start of the Sabbath on a 
Friday evening. 

West Jerusalem, where roughly 
25 per cent of Jewish are ortho- 
dox Jews — well above the 
national average — has been foe 
focus of much of foe recent con- 
flict. 

In Tel Aviv, by contrast, ultra- 
orthodox live quietly in foe sub- 
urb of Boei Brak while res- 
taurants, bars, discotheques and 
cinemas in the city centre are 
crammed with weekend revellers. 

The closure of places of enter- 
-tainment in* Jerusalem from sun- 
down on Fridays’ until Saturday 
evenings goes back to a 1951 local 
ordinance which, barred com- 
mercial activity on foe Sabbath. 

The ultra-orthodox have forced 
the closure of many streets on 
Saturdays, sometimes by stoning 
motorists, and blocked plans to 
build a soccer stadium for league 
champions Be tar Jerusalem oo ' 
gounds that it would be used to 
desecrate foe Sabbath. 

Last summer they forced the 


skimpy swimwear for women by 
burning down bus shelters which, 
displayed them. 

That crisis climaxed when anti- 
religious vandals set fire to two 
synagogues in Tel Aviv, an act 
which caused such widespread 
horror that both sides stepped 
back from confrontation. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman governors te 891228 

Amman Civil Defence 198. 199 

CWil Defence iibid .... 271293. 27313) 

Civil Dv fence Quweisaieb 770733 

Civil Defence Deir Alla 57306 

Ambulance 193.7751)1 

Amman downtown fire brigade.... 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778TD3 

Civil Defence rescue 661 MI 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue 192.62)111.637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic pofice 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4.624881 
Municipal water complaints 771125/8 
Queen Alia Ind. Airport (08)53330/60 


HOSPITALS 

Hussein Mescal Centre ..... 8I3S13/32 
Khalkfi Maternity. J. Amp... 644281/6 
Afcitefa Maternity. J.Arati.... 64244L/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity..' 642362 

. M albas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmcsafti 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 699131 

University HospraJ 845845 

Al-Mua&bcr Hospital 6972Z7/9 

The Islamic. AbdaK - 666127/37 

AFAhli.Abdali 664164ft 

Italian. AJ-Mufrajrcra — 777101/3 

AFBaShir. J. Ashrafieh 7751 1 1/26 

Army, Maria 89161 1/15 

Ouccn ADa Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 


GENERAL 


Jordan Television 7731 ll/P 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 UI9 

Ministry of Tourism 6423 IV 

Hotel oompiainH 666412 

Price complaints 661 176 

Telephone Information 12 

Jordan and Middle East calls 10 

Overseas calls - 17 

Repair service II 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. AliAsa’ad 897919 

Dr. Abdul Wahab Awad 84M70 

Dr- Bassam Smadi ....: 896778 

Dr. Issam Abu Rczeq 61 1784 

Grand Arabian pharmacy 624051 

Raghda pharmacy 667674 

Faycz pharmacy 661627 

Al Saia pharmacy 774054 

TAXIS: 

Khalcdtaxi 623775 

Jeusaltmiaxi 639«>S 

Hebron taxi 77M09 

Basraanuxi * 8934# 

Nu'adiaxi 8%62* 

Al Salah taxi 773093 

Siyaha taxi 646319 

Kurd! taxi 847572 

IRBID: 

Dr. Hamzcfa Anaqrcb ( — ) 

Issam pharmacy (— .) 

A( Sharon pharmacy (— ) 


Dr. Akram Haddad 985$3D 

Taicq pharmacy ; (— j 

Samira pharmacy t-j 


market prices 


Uppetflowcr price in fils per kg. 

Apple (local) mifSl 

Banana 320 / 280 

Banana (Mukammar) 270 / 220 

Beans - 480 / 400 

Cabbage ITU/ 120 

9*™* 250/200 

Cauliflower 230/180 

Cucumbers 320 / 260 

|«BPj a,,, J fal S£) 150/100 

Eggplant (small) 200/150 

S«bc 800 1 700 

prap®; ; 280 / 200 

Lemon (green) 280/ 140 


Mallow 

Marrow 

Sk^’r: 

Pears 


i'fcppcr (sweet) 

Plums 

Potato 

Radrisb ......... 

Sweetmekm ... 

Tomatoes 

Watermelon 


607 40 

280/220 

LM)(, 20. 

W5j» 

— 600 /-5» 

— 260/3® 

raw is 

600/500 

220/ W) 

— 120/’ 40 

.... I30Jriffl 

— 140/ 90 
:... 130./-80 







Queen Noor observes musicians training at the National Music Conservatory 

Queen visits music conservatory 
to observe training course 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor visited the National 
Music Conservatory Sunday to 
observe a class of the brass and 
woodwind instructor-training 
course, in which a group of Jorda- 
nian musicians are learning how 
to teach their own instruments to 
children. 

Her Majesty watched course 
participants practice with a group 


of children in an introductory 
working session to flute, clarinet, 
crumpet, and trombone. 

The one-month course is being 
conducted by Douglas Bish, 
director of bands at the Boston 
Conservatory in the U.S. Mr. 
Bish is also' training Jordanian 
musicians in the course how to 
conduct a band of all brass and 


woodwind instruments. 

The National Music Conserva- 
tory, one of the Noor A1 Hussein 
Foundation projects inaugurated 
by Her Majesty in October 1986, 
will begin student registration in 
September for its brass and 
woodwind programme. Instruc- 
tion will begin this October with a 
staff of six trained teachers. 


Nearly lm students will 
return to school Sept. 5 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Directors of 
education in Amman and Karak 
toured schools in their regions 
Sunday and discussed with offi- 
cials preparations for the re- 
opening of schools for the 1987- 
1988 scholastic year. 

Nearly one million school stu- 


when schools open in Jordan 


dents of all ages will resume study 
"ols ope 
September S with half the stu- 
dents in the Greater Amman 
area. Make-up examinations for 
students who failed subjects dur- 
ing the past scholastic year will 


take place in private and public 
schools today in preparation for 
the coming year. 

Also for the re-opening, the 
Ministry of Education has con- 
tracted a number of local book- 
shops to sell textbooks to stu- 
dents of the secondary stage, 
procedure to be introduced for 
the first time. The ministry will 
continue to distribute books to 
students of government schools in 
the preparatory and elementary 
stages free of charge. 


Swedish tour operators asked 
to review Jordan’s potential 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A group of 
Swedish tour operators have been 
invited to Jordan to help boost 
tourism programmes in the coun- 
try. The group, all top decision 
makers in fields of tourism in 
Sweden have been invited here 
by the Amman Plaza Hotel in 
cooperation with the Royal 
Jordanian and Pan East Tours. 

They will familiarise them- 
selves on Jordan's tourist poten- 


tials and will tour Petra, Jerash, 
Ajloun and the Dead Sea within a 
programme set by the organisers 
from Aug. 29 - Sept.3. 

The tour operators, who are 
leading tourist agents in Sweden, 
will study the possibility of 
cooperating with the Amman Pla- 
za, the Royal Jordanian and Pan 
East Tours for mutual exchange 
of tourist and tourist groups to 
Jordan. 


Iraqi jets set Kharg ablaze 


(Continued from page 1) 

“The way has been paved for a 
retaliatory attack... any vessel 
belonging to participants along- 
side Baghdad in the imposed war, 
regardless of the flag they have 
boisted, will be attacked," the 
editorial said. 

IRNA said Foreign Minister 
Ali Akbar Velayati told the Un- 
ited Nations on Sunday that Iran 
would respond to the Iraqi 
attacks. 

“No doubt Iran will not leave 
these attacks unanswered and 
Iran's retaliation, as officially 
announced, may also include faci- 
lities which equip Iraq and beef 
up its war machine,” a letter sent 
by Mr. Velayati to Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar said, according to IRNA. 

Tehran in the past has attacked 
shipping linked to Kuwait on the 
grounds that Kuwait supports 
Iraq in the war. 

Last month Iran said it would 
expand retaliatory strikes to 
other regional countries which 
support Iraq in the event of Bagh- 
dad restarting the tanker war. 

Mr. Velayati said Iran's retalia- 
tion would continue until Iraq 
abandoned its attacks on ships 
and oil installations in rhe Gulf. 

He said the only solution to the 
Gulf crisis was an end to attacks 
on shipping and the withdrawal of 
foreign forces from the region. 

Also Baghdad’s supporters 
should adopt impartial positions 
between the two countries, he 
added. 

Jomhuriye Islami accused 
Kuwait of audacity for reflagging 
or chartering its tankers to gain 
U.S., Soviet and British protec- 
tion and said Iraqi strikes on 
Iran’s oil installations made it 
clear “that its associates will have 
to pay.” 

Tehran Radio said: “Now that 
Baghdad has resumed its attacks 
on vessels and oil platforms, the 
. two prerequisites for the imple- 
mentation of Islamic Iran's 
threats have been fulfilled.” 

In a separate broadcast, an 
Iranian military commander said 
military and economic centres in 
Iraq’s southern city of Basra were 


to come under fire during the 
next few hours. 

Iraqi communiques said Sun- 
day’s later raids hit Iran's interna- 
tional satellite communications 
centre in the southwestern city of 
Asadabad, not far from Kharg, 
and power stations in Tabriz, 100 
kilometres from the Soviet bor- 
der, and Hamadan, a city in 
central Iran. 

Iran claimed it shot down two 
Iraqi aircraft over the Gulf, but 
Baghdad said all of its planes had 
returned safely. 

Iraq's moratorium on Gulf 
raids did not include land targets. 

Tehran Radio said Iran would 
retaliate within hours with an 
artillery bombardment on Basra 
and warned residents of the area 
to evacuate. 

The port-city of one million is 
close to one of the main battle- 
fields of the war and has been 
battered repeatedly by artillery 
and missile attacks. 

In a speech on Saturday, Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein said Iraq 
would continue pressure on Iran's 
economic targets, meaning oil 
facilities, until it accepted the 
U.N. ceasefire resolution. He 
also vowed to defend Kuwait 
against Iranian attacks. 

President Hussein on Saturday 



Iraq 

retaliate for any bullet from 
Iran... their security is part of our 
security,” President Hussein said 
in excerpts carried by INA. 

“If they (Iranians) shoot one 
bullet against Kuwait, we will 
shoot thousands of bullets against 
them,” the 50-year-old leader 
said. 

President Hussein vowed furth- 
er attacks to destroy Iran’s econo- 
mic lifelines. 

“From now on, we will strike 
them (Iran) in the sea and destroy 
all the economic arteries which 
finance their military aggres- 
sion.” 

The United States has urged 
Iraq and Iran to use restraint in 
the Gulf war following the re- 
sumption of air attacks by Iraq. 


ICCO meets 
to study 
budget 

IRBID (Petra) — Participants in 
the 10th board meeting of the 
Islamic Gties and Capitals Orga- 
nisation (ICCO) Sunday set up a 
□umber of committees to study 
the organisation's budget ana 
draft an agreement calling for 
cooperation between the orga- 
nisation and the Islamic Develop- 
ment Bank. 

The meeting, which opened in 
Irbid Saturday, also discussed 
subjects related to the organisa- 
tion's secretariat work and re- 
viewed recommendations by the 
second organisation's seminar. 
The meeting alsd.dedded that the 
igicd meeting, 
snoold.tie neld m the first quarter , 
of 1989 in Amman. In addition, - 
the meeting reviewed a decision 
by the fourth Islamic Summit 
Conference to launch coopera- 
tion between Arab Jerusalem and 
the capitals of the Islamic world. 

Dr. Abdul Razzak Tubeishat, 
mayor of Irbid, had been elected 
chairman of the three-day confer- 
ence in Saturday’s evening ses- 
sions. 

The conference was opened by 
Minister of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment 
Yousef Hamdan A1 Jaber who 
stood in for His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. Mr. AI 
Jaber told the audience at the 
inaugural session held at Yar- 
mouk University that the orga- 
nisation hopes the conference 
would serve as a link between the 
past and the present, and prom- 
ote cooperation among Islamic 
cities in public service-related 
mattere. 

Taking part in the conference 
are representatives from Arab 
and Islamic countries. 


Jordan to 
host medical 
conference 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The first 
Afro -Arab Gastroenterology and 
Liver Congress will open in Am- 
man Sept. 8 under the patronage 
of His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the chairman of 
the conference’s executive com- 
mittee announced Sunday. 

Ziyad Sharaiha told the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that the 
three-day conference will review 
a total of 54 working papers 
dealing with liver and other inter- 
nal diseases in the Third World 
and ways to prevent such dis- 
eases. 

Contacted by the Jordan 
Times, Dr. Sharaiha said partici- 
pants from Arab, African and 
European. countries and the Un- 
ited States will discuss liver dis- 
eases and hepatitis on the first 
day of the meeting, peptic ulcer 
diseases, accompanying com- 
plications and recent therapeutic 
approaches on the second, and 
gastro-intestinal malignancies 
management in the developing 
worm on the final day. 

Subjects such as inflammatory 
bowel diseases, irritable bowel 
syndrome and biliary tract dis- 
eases will also be discussed by the 
conference, which will be addres- 
sed by lecturers from the U.S., 
the United Kingdom, West Ger- 
many, Austria, Italy and Greece, 
Dr. Sharaiha said. 


First Arab strategic 
conference organised 


AMMAN (Petra) — The first 
Arab strategic conference on the 
Arab Order and its future chal- 
lenges will open in Amman on 
Sept. 15, under royal patronage, 
according to an official announce- 
ment Sunday. 

The University of Jordan’s 
Centre for Strategic Studies 
(CSS) is organising the confer- 
ence in conjunction with the Al 
Ahram Centre for Political and 
Strategic Studies in Cairo, CSS 
Assistant Director Omar Hussein 
Touqa said in an interview with 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

Dr. Touqa said that a group of 
researchers, historians, diplo- 
mats. and intellectuals will take 
part in the three-day conference 
to discuss matters related to the 
international and Arab situa- 
tions, and challenges confronting 
the Arab World. 

The conference will be a first 
attempt at creating a group of 
researchers to study Arab secur- 
ity matters on scientific basis, and 
is designed to help pave the way 
for the emergence of a new gen- 
eration of strategic thinkers in the 
Arab World who can deal with 
the international situation with 
open-mindedness. Dr. Touqa 
noted. 

He said that it is hoped that the 
Amman conference will settle 
pace for similar annual confer- 
ences to be held in Arab capitals, 
serving as forums for thinkers 
and creative people to discuss 
openly matters of national in- 
terest. 

Acccording to Dr. Touqa, on 
the first day of the conference, 


Qdeh, Dr. Ad nan Badran, Dr.. 
Fawzi Gharaibeh, Dr. Moham- 
mad Bakhit and, Mr. Saleh Al 
Zou’bi from the University of 
Jordan. 

The second day of the confer- 
ence will discuss a working paper 
on the economic policies of the 
Arab World and, on the third 
day, a paper dealing with the 
threats to tbe Arab Order pre- 
pared by the Egyptian seven- 
member delegation. Dr. Touqa 
said that the opening of the con- 
ference in Amman reaffirms Jor- 
dan’s leading role in the Arab 
World, based on a strong belief in 
solidarity among Arab countries 
and joint Arab action for the 
achievement of national goals. 

In the interview with Pe&arDr. 
Touqa outlined tbe CSS’s de- 
velopment since its establishment 
in 1983. He said that the centre 
undertakes political, military, so- 
cial, and economic research work 
of concern to Jordan and the 
Arab World. 

The work being done at the 
CSS is related to security in the 
Arab World, as a whole, but with 
particular attention to Jordan and 
Palestine. 

The CSS seeks to initiate re- 
gional strategic studies like 
American-Soviet studies and 
Afro- Asian studies, in coopera- 
tion with different parts or the 
University of Jordan and Arab 
strategic centres. Dr. Touqa 
pointed out. 

The CSS has already organised 
seminars on the nuclear arsenal, 
scientific satellites, the Israeli 
the participants will discuss a military invasion of Lebanon in 
working paper on the historical 1982, dialogue for world peace. 



His JMajesty King Hussein confers with Egypt's Deputy Prime Minister Kama! Janzouri. 

King receives Egyptian minister, 
reviews economic cooperation 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein on 
.Sunday conferred with visiting Egyptian Minister of 
Planning Kama] Janzouri and heard him review tbe 
process of economic cooperation between Egypt and 
Jordan. 


background of the Arab Order by 
Dr. Ali Mahafza, president of 
Mu'ta University, in cooperation 
with Dr. Abdul Aziz Al Douri, 
Dr. Kamel Abu Jaber from the 


Jordan's diplomatic moves for 
achieving peace, Jordan’s foreign 
policy, foe Iran-Iraq war, admi- 
nistrative problems in Jordan, 
freedom or education in Arab 


University of Jordan, and CSS ahd Islamic societies, the Arab- 
researchers. Israeli conflict, foe Israeli settle- 

He said that there will be ment policy in foe occupied Arab 
another paper on foe first day territories, foe Arab regional 
dealing with foe future of foe order, and unemployment in Jor- 
Arab Order prepared by Minister dan and foe government’s mea- 
of foe Royal Court Adrian Abu sures to deal with this problem. 


Dr. Janzouri, who has been 
holding talks with Jordanian 
ministers and other officials, also 
outlined scopes of promoting 
cooperation between foe two 
countries for foe King. The audi- 
ence at the Royal Court included 
Chief of the Royal Court Marwan 
Al Qasem, Minister of Planning 
Taher Kanaan and Egypt’s 
Ambassador to Jordan Ihab 
Wahbeh. 

Dr. Kanaan and Dr. Janzouri 
earlier held talks on promoting 
cooperation in foe field of plan- 
ning. Dr. Kanaan outlined Jor- 
dan’s economic development and 


discussed with the visiting minis- 
ter ways to increase foe trade 
volume as well as step up econo- 
mic cooperation between Egypt 
and Jordan. 

Earlier Sunday, Dr. Janzouri 
signed the minutes of the fust 
general constituent assembly 
meetig of foe Egyptian-Jordanian 
Holding Company for Investment 
and Development. The minutes 
provide for foe establishment of 
foe company with a S50 million 
capital base to be shared equally 
by Egypt and Jordan. 

The minutes also call on both 
sides to speed up payment to 


their respective shares in th 
company's capital and the com- 
mencement ot the company’s or- 
erations, which will include a le.? 
meat production project in Jo 
dan. and a fishing company i. 
Egypt. 

The minutes state the company 
will be forming subsidiary con- 
panies to contribute to economic 
and social development in both 
countries, as well as pave foe way 
for economic integration between 
them, and leave the door open for 
other Arab countries to join. 

The minutes said that Dr. Fahd 
Al Azab will become chairman of 
the company's board of director 
and Mr. Mursi Al Halawan 
from Egypt, will act as his oi. 
puty. 

Later, foe Egyptian minister 
left for home and was seen off by 
Dr. Kanaan and Mr. Wahbeh. 


Public works ministry allots contract 
for construction of Tafileh hospital 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Public Works Sunday 
awarded a local company a con- 
struction contract for a 100-bed 
hospital in foe southern town of 
Tafileh at the cost of JD 2.5 


on foe hospital which can be 
expanded to include 50 additional 
beds. 

The hospital will have living 


ments for obstetrics and 
gynaecology, and paediatrics. 

In addition, foe hospital will 

quarters for a , 86-member “stS S and * 

, , 2;5 and an; adjoining, services wing~ i'ESLSS 

million. ' ' .** according to foe minister who -• an X-ray Unit, a labora- 

• The three-storey hospital. to be signed foe contract with the com- t0r ^ , -j-f ,bar ? a ^'_ a i ld a UIl ? t for 

set up on a 50-dunum section of ‘ 

land, will consist of 11,200 square 
metres, according to Minister of 
Public Works Mahmoud Al 
Hawamdeh. 


signed the contract with the com- 
pany’s general manager. 

The main hospital building will 
consist of an out-patient depart- 
ment, an emergency unit, operat- 
ing rooms, an internal disease 


foe 


The work will take two years treatment section, and depart- 


providing physiotherapy, 
minister noted. 

The grounds around foe hospit- 
al will include a car park ana an 
underground water reservoir, 
Mr. Al Hawamdeh said. 


W. German envoy to conclude accord 


By a Jordan Tones 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — West German Eco- 
nomic Cooperation Minister 
Hans Klein arrived in Jordan 
Sunday for a three-day visit ex- 
pected to further cement foe ex- 
isting economic and political ties 
between the two countries. 

In an arrival statement made to 
the Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra. Mr. Klein said bis country 
believes Jordan is a main factor in 
'solving foe Middle East crisis.” 

In his statement. Mr. Klein 
also praised foe “distinguished” 
role played by His Majesty King 
Hussein toward finding a peace- 
ful solution to foe area’s prob- 
lems. 

“You have a wise leader and a 
courageous King who managed to 
realise many accomplishments to 
his country on all levels. King 
Hussein's achievements have 
made Jordan enjoy a highly-repu- 
ted and respected reputation on 
foe Internationa] arena,” said foe 
minister, who is accompanied by 
a high-level West German de- 
legation. 

During his stay, Mr. Klein is 
scheduled to meet His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
Pnme Minister Zaid Rifai, Plan- 
ning Minister Taher Kanaan, and 
a number of other senior officials. 


It is foe first time in more than 
five years that a West German 
minister for economic coopera- 
tion has visited Jordan, said 
Carola Muller, first secretary at 
foe West German embassy in 
Amman. 

Mrs. Muller told the Jordan 
limes that Mr. Klein’s mission 
here aims at “getting first-hand 
information” on Jordan’s socio- 
economic development and on 
foe progress of numerous joint 
Jordanian-West German de- 
velopment projects. 

Mr. Klein's visit follows a West 
German pledge to extend a $39 
million soft loan to Jordan for the 
next two years. The loan, with a 
4.5 per cent interest, would have 
a 20-year maturity with a five- 
year grace period, in accordance 
to a technical and financial agree- 
ment signed by Jordan and West 
Germany this June. 

Under foe accord, $19 million 
would go to a sewage project in 
northern Jordan, $4.4 million to 
foe Agricultural Credit Corpora- 
tion (ACC), and $5.5 million to 
foe Cities and Villages Bank 
(CVB). In addition, the Indust- 
rial Development Bank (IDB) 
would receive $5.5 million, and 
phase three of a feasibility study 
on oil shale production in Luj- 
joun, in southern Jordan, would 
get $4 million. 


Mr. Klein was quoted by Petra 
as saying that during his stay, he 
would sign a number of agree- 
ments for economic and trade 
cooperation. 

Petra gave no details of these 
agreements, but according to 
Mrs. Muller, Mr. Klein will final- 
ise a $4.4 million loan for the 
ACC, as specified in foe June 
agreement. 

He is accompanied by officials 
from his ministry, foe foreign 
affairs ministry, and a number of 
journalists. 

Mr. Klein, a newly-appointed 
federal minister, served as press 
attache at foe West German 
embassy in Amman in foe early 
1960s. 

An economist and historian by 
education, Mr. Klein, a Christian 
Democrat, became a member of 
foe federal parliament in 1976. 

In addition, he has held several 
key positions in his country such 
as Press Relations Chief for the 
1972 Summer Olympic Games 


held in Munich, and foreign poli- 
cy spokesman for the Christian 
Democratic Party (CDU), and its 


allied Bavarian party, the Christ- 
ian Social Union (CSU), from 
1978-1982. 

Receiving Mr. Klein at the 
airport were Dr. Kanaan, the 
West German Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Herwig Bartels, and a num- 
ber of the embassy's staff. 


Minister to attend meeting 
on Arab economic issues 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Industry and Trade Rajai 
Muasher left for Tunis Sunday to 
head Jordan's delegation to foe 
Arab Economic and Social Coun- 
cil meeting due to- open 
Wednesday. 

. The two-day meeting will tack- 
le several subjects related to a 
report by foe council's secretary 
general on the implementation of 
resolutions made at previous 
meetings, as well as foe council's 
success in promoting trade among 
Arab states. 


Die ministers will also diseuf 
world economic development, 
and those of foe Arab World, ir 
particular, in 1986. 

Dr. Muasher is accompanied to 
. the meeting by his under secret- 
ary, Mr. Mohammad Al Saqqaf 
and a team of senior officials 
Today, Dr. Muasher will le 
Jordan's team to the Jordani: 
Tunisian Joint Economic Coi 
mittee to discuss means for i 
creasing trade and economs. 
cooperation between the tw 
countries. 


Jordan, Kuwait sign 
income tax agreement 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and 
Kuwait Sunday signed and ex- 
changed documentethat will help 
their respective national air car- 
riers to avoid dual taxation. 

Under the agreement. Jordan 
and Kuwait wiJI exempt Kuwaiti 
Airways and foe Royal Jordanian 


from any taxes on income that 
accrue from air transport opera- 
tions in either country. 

Mr. Salman Al Tarawneh. 
director of the Income Tax De- 
partment, said that this agree- 
ment will come into force as of 
foe coming month. 
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Flexibility is the key 


PRESIDENT Ronald Reagan’s decision to send U.S. Ambassador 
William Eagleton back to his post in Damascus may not be the single 
most important step that Washington could have taken to make 
progress more feasible in the search for a settlem e nt to the Palestinian 
problem. But it is certainly a positive development in the otherwise 
dark sky of Middle East politics. Without this development in 
Amencan-Syrian relations, the path lor peace in the area would stfll 
be blocked by an extra obstacle that did not need to be there in the first 
place. 

The reasons the U.S. gave for returning Eagleton to Syria may be 
either incomplete or ambiguous. For us, though, the move is useful on 
more than one front. The proposed international conference on the 
Middle East, now blocked by Israeli rejectionists, could not begin 
without Syria’s presence. It is only logical, therefore, that normal 
relations between two major players be restored before further talks 
on the subject begin in earnest. Furthermore, we believe that the U.S. 
has finally woken np to the Tact that whatever hopes remain for a 
Lebanese settlement rest in Syrian hands, which is why Syrian- 
American relations need to be good in order to settle the problem of 
Lebanon, including the hostage crisis. In addition to (hat, Syria is 
about the only Arab country with enough leverage to influence Iran. 
Those hostages taken by Iranian-inspired groups win owe their 
destinies, to a large extent, to decisions taken In Tehran. Thus, an 
important outside influence could be exerted by Syria. Each of these 
reasons, separately, could be brushed aside as insufficient grounds for 
the U.S. to restore normal relations with Damascus; but together, they 
make Syria a power that should not be ignored by the U.S., or any 
other country. 

In sending their envoy back to Damascus, the Americans are indeed 
acknowledging recent signs by Syria that it wants better ties with the 
VS. But, even with this in mind, it must be stressed that there are 
other grounds for Washington to get back into Damascus at once. The 
Soviet Union is feeling its way back into Israel for reasons of 
realpolitik, so could be the U.S. with Syria, which bolds so many 
cards. There may be no love lost in the U.S. for Syria, as it is still on 
the State Department’s list of “nations supporting terrorism.” But 
Washington, by taking the step of returning its envoy to Syria, may be 
inching towards recognising the importance of a comprehensive 
settlement to the region’s problems, which includes all parties to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, as opposed to separate agreements. This is what 
we hope. In the same breath, the Israeli dissatisfaction that is likely to 
result from the U.S. move could only be interpreted as a warning of a 
forthcoming spoiler’s act on the peace front. Otherwise, why would 
Tel Aviv object to the U.S., its strategic idly, renewing ties with the 
country without which the Jewish state ipmld never hope to establish 
real peace with its neighbours? 

Israel must also understand that, despite Washington’s genuine 
concern about Syrian threats to Israel, long-term U.S. strategic 
interests do not necessarily have to be diametrically opposed to those 
of Syria. At least, not all of the time. Things tend to change quickly in 
the Middle East, and it would indeed be wise for the U-S-, and more so 
for brad, to be poised favourably for such change. 

Perhaps there is a lesson for Israel and Its American ally in Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev’s flexible view of Mideast diplomacy. For 
flahUy is an essential ingredient that remains to be added to the 
U-S.-Israefi stance on the peace froaL 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


AJRa’i: Iran’s manoeuvre 


SO far Iran has not given its approval to the U.N. Security Council 
resolution which called for an immediate end of the Gulf conflict and 
the withdrawal of forces to international borders. For this reason we 
wonder if the Iranian call for a ceasefire along the Iraqi-Iranian front 
is sincere and we wonder if the Iranian regime has finally been 
convinced of the need to stop the war and to achieve peace with Iraq. 
Iran's credibility is non-existent and for this reason Iraq is justified to 
view this call from Tehran with much doubt and to warn against new 
manoeuvres by Tehran to escape the implementation of the council 
resolution and its sanctions. If Tehran is sincere in its call, it should 
first and foremost accept the Security Council resolution and abide 
by a call for ceasefire along the whole front. This is a preliminary step 
leading to genuine peace between the two sides. Otherwise, Iran* s 
calls for ceasefire without formal acceptance of the council resolution 
look tactical and a means to stall for time designed to abort the 
council's resolution, and to prolong the Gulf war. For its part, Iraq 
has called for a ceasefire long before the council issued its resolution. 
Iraq also committed itself to a unilateral ceasefire hoping that Iran 
will follow suit and accept the idea of total peace. But the Iranians 
continued their war game against Iraq, intensifying their aggression 
against Iraq and the states in the Gulf. We call on the security 
Council members to view with great care and awareness Tehran's rail 
for ceasefire, and to be watchful as to Tehran's manoeuvres designed 
to abort the council's resolution. 


AlDustour: Lebanese take a turning point 


THE hunger protests in Beirut's streets represent a turning point in 
the future life of the embattled nation of Lebanon. The slogans and 
the calls of the protesters and the demonstrators reflect the fast 
deteriorating situation in Lebanon and the serious dimension of the 
problems which plague the country and its people. The crisis which is 
prevailing in Lebanon is clearly beyond the Lebanese people's power 
.to solve, and the hunger they feel is more than they can bear. For this 
reason they went out into (he streets as if they have after ah 
awakened to their plight, following long years or civil strife and 
following an endless dispute among die heads of the political parties. 
The central government in Beirut cannot cope with the situation and 
can never handle the issue of hunger unless all the heads of the 
warring factions came together and worked seriously to end their 
political differences and to bring security to the country and its 
people. 


SawtAlShaab : Reforming educational 
system 


PRINCE Hassan ’s address on television on the educational system in 
the Kingdom in view of the coming national conference on education 
is bound to focus light on various aspects of education in this country 
and light the way for reform. Prince Hassan's address contained a 
summary of his own participation in the educational process and 
dearly puts many important issues in their proper perspective. As 
Prince Hassan said, directives given by King Hussein call for new 
ideas to be introduced in the educational process and new methods to 
be followed in dealing with the curricula and students. This process of 
reform will be carried out under the guidance of Prince Hassan and 
the partiripatian of the prime minister - nd educators. 


Democracy and the abuse of power - 

By Dr. Waleed sadi 


the American example 


FOR a nation celebrating this year the 200th anniversary of its 
constitution and depicted as a country of operational democracy, of 
laws and checks and balances and accountability of its elected 
officials, the recent Iran-contra congressional bearing in Washing- 
ton and the conclusions drawn from them must have come as a big 
blow to the national super-ejjo of the USA. Not that the Iran scam 
and its many spinoffs including the covert contra affair are die first 
or last episodes in the contemporary history of the U.S. which have 
had tarnished the image of the country as a whole, system, structure 
and political leadership. Indeed there were many such blamishmg 
events which had maned the reputation of the American democra- 
cy in continental USA and undermined die worthiness and 
credibility of its political system and structure. Unfortunately for a 
country boasting itself as an exemplary working democracy and a 
champion of the so-called “free-world”, there were just too many 
transgressions of law and democratic tenets and precepts in its 
recent life-time to escape the conclusion that the U.a. democracy is 
seriousiy flawed with many deep-rooted ills, excesses and lack of 
strong traditions in democratic thought and behaviour. The Water 
gate scandle of the Nixon era, the witch-bunting days of the 
McCarthy epoch, the initial discreditation of the civil rights 
movement and the undermining of law and order in the U.S. are all 
but samples which seem to be chronically plaguing and haunting the 
U.S. system and structure. 

Yet the most recent U.S. congressional bearings on Iran and the 
covert contra supply operations reveal that U.S. democracy has 
taken an even worse turn and assumed a more tortuous road ever 
which necessarily cast an even darker cloud on the American 
experiment in democracy. In central terms, the hearings, revealed 
now the highest echelon in the U.S. executive branch of the 
government concocted and improvised their own “silent and 
undetectable" ways of communication to one another to circum- 
vent the laws and declared policies of their land and steer it away 
from the course chartered for it by its lawfully elected representa- 
tives and officials. It appears that even the thoughts and directives 
of President Ronald Reagan were communicated and passed on to 
his most trusted aides and subordinates by even a wink of an eye or 
facial expression of one sort or another that could have escaped 


legal detection, responsibility and accountability. But that was not 
to be as the congressional hearings on Iran-contra affairs left the 
U.S. due! executive anything but unscathed and unmolested. The 
hearings also disclose that when there is a well orchestrated meeting 
of minds between people there is no need for words cm writings to 
read each other minds and that communication between them could 
be had by seemingly unaccountable means. For how else can one 
explain and interpret the testimony of ex-National Security Council 
Advisor Admiral John Poindexter, a man reputed for paying 
scrupulous attention to the chain of command, and never challeng- 
ing his superiors. In a sober yet pocker face, Admiral Poindexter 
disclosed to U.S. congressional hearings that he alone decided to 
usurp the authority of the president and arrogate' unto himself the 
responsibility to approve the diversion of profits from the U.S. 
arms deals with Iran to the Nicaraguan rebels. To top it all. 
Admiral Poindexter revealed in his testimony that be was con- 
vinced all along that president Ronald Reagan would at the end 
think it was a «ood idea to transfer profits from the arms deals to 
the contras ana that Poindexter, made the deliberate decision not 
to “ask” the president about this matter in order to insulate the 
president from the whole affair and provide him, i.e., the president, 
with iron-clad deniability. How can one rightfully ana logically 
square such “protective admissions" made by A dmir al Poindexter 
with the assertions equally made by Poindexter to the effect that 
President Reagan knew all along that the contras were being 
supported by private donations and contributions from non-U. S 
sources. Better still, how can one escape the conclusion that 
William Casey, the late director of the CIA, was privy to all the 
intricacies of the Iran-contra operations. There is no doubt that the 
trio, Casey-Poindexter- North, were ail men totally committed and 
loyal to tne president of the U.S. and his thoughts and policies 
vis-a-vis the contras. These three men were chosen by President 
Reagan because of their total trustworthiness and loyalty to him 
and his most inner thoughts and policies and with which they were 
totally and unequivocally associated. 

There is no doubt also that President Reagan was privy to all the 
essentials and basics with regard to aiding and abetting the contras 
and that there was a total and complete meeting of the minds 


between the president and his principal aides on this issue. It would 
indeed be folly to believe that the president's most trusted aides 
would venture on a course contrary to the cbctales of the- U.S. 
Congress without, the president’s tacit and silent approval and 
consent. Perhaps on technical grounds and semantic uasis, Presi- 
dent Reagan can escape scot free and unscathed in this whole affair. 
But in difference to the spirit of the whole ordeal associated with 
the Iran-contra scandal, the president was responsible as indeed he 
had declared in so many words in his August 13 national speech. 

The big lesson for the U.S. and its people and institutions from 
all, this Iran-contra ordeal could be, relatively speaking,' simple and 
easy. As is already contemplated, the antidote anticipated is to go 
beyond the so-called Hughes-Ryan Amendment requiring already a 
presidential “finding” for each covert operation and die notifica- 
tion of the U.S. Congress in a “timely fashion", by making covert 
operations henceforth financed solely be legally appropriated 
governmental fiinds, making their notifications to the Congress on 
a shorter leash and making CIA files subject io non-CIA scrutiny 
and control. t 

Yet the lesson from the Iran-contra affair is even bigger for toe 
cause of democracy at large. If so many flaws canbeset the 
relatively old American experiment in democracy what can one 
expect from infant democracies all over the world? The system of 
checks and balances has proved beyond a shadow of doubt its 
relevancy and efficacy when the U.S. Cbngiess applied its 
“checking” powers with due vigilance and potency. Yet this whole 
checks and balances procedure would not have seen the light of day 
and set in motion without the exposures and disclosures made by 
responsible and free press. 

Apd to enjoy responsible and free press one needs a working 
democracy. The path of democracy is rather a vicious circle and a 
tortuous one as well. To render democracy operational and 
workable requires not only a total commitment to its ideals and 
principles but also the necessary foundations, traditions, and 
structures manned by visionary leadership and enlightened 
citizenry otherwise the edifice or democracy would have many 
failings and shortcomi ng s- as the case of Iran and the contras has 
well substantiated. 


Peace plan off to a 
shaky, slow start 


By Reid G. Miller 

The Associated Press 


SAN JOSE, Costa Rica — Three 
weeks after signing an acclaimed 
regional peace plan, five Central 
American nations are behind 
schedule in implementing the 
pact and squabbling over the 
meaning of its key provisions. 

“Each country is interpreting 
the pact according to its own 
internal political needs," said a 
European diplomat, who noted 
that the agreement “is not a 
precisely worded document." 

“There is a danger that the 
Guatemala accord could come 
unraveled if the bickering con- 
tinues,” added the diplomat, who 
spoke only on condition that he 
not be identified. 

Disagreements have sprung up 
over some of the pact's most 
central provisions, including its 
.call for ceasefires, democratic re- 
forms, amnesties and an end to 
aid to insurgent forces. 

In signing the agreement in 
Guatemala City on Aug. 7, the 
presidents of Nicaragua, Hon- 
duras, El Salvador, Guatemala 
and Costa Rica left implementa- 
tion of those and other issues to 
be worked out by their foreign 
ministers. 

But wben the foreign ministers 
met in El Salvador two weeks 
later, they were not able to agree 
on the formation of working com- 
mittees to begin the implementa- 
tion process. 

Under a calendar established 
by the Guatemala pact, the com- 
mittees were to have been formed 
within IS days, but the foreign 
ministers are not scheduled to 
meet again until late September 
in Manauga, Nicaragua. 

Two days after their unsuccess- 
ful meeting in El Salvador, the 
foreign ministers got together, 
again in Caracas, Venezuela. 
This time they were able to form 
an international commission to 
verify compliance with terms of 
the agreement. 

But that commission, made up 
of representatives of eight Latin 
American countries, the United 
Nations and the Organisation of 
American States, has no specific 
duties until all provisions of the 
•pact are implemented simul- 
taneously on Nov. 7. 

Thirty days after that date, the 
verification commission is to 
meet to determine progress in 
compliance. It will have another 
.30 days in which to prepare a 
report for the five Central Amer- 
ican presidents, who are to meet 
again during the first week of 
January to determine whether 
their plan has suceeded or failed. 

The Guatemala agreement 
does not specifically say how 
countries like Nicarauga and El 


Salvador are to arrange case fires 
— whether they are required to 
meet with their armed opponents 
or deal through third parties. The 
section of the 11 -point accord 
dealing with ceasefires says only 
this: 

“The governments make 
vehement appeal so that in the 
states of the area suffering from 
the activity of irregular or insur- 
gent groups, a cessation of hostili- 
ties be arranged. The govern- 
ments of these states commit 
themselves to undertake all of the 
necessary steps for achieving an 
effective ceasefire within their 
constitutional frameworks.” 

But in another section dealing 
with national reconciliation, the 
pact obligates the countries “to 
uitiatie a dialogue with all un- 
armed internal political opposi- 
tion groups and with those who 
have availed themselves .of 
amnesty.” ^ ■ 

After the signing, President 
Jose Napoleon Duarte of El Sal- 
vador quickly called for direct 
ceasefire talks on Sept. 15 be-- 
tween his government and the 
leftist rebels who have been bat- 
tling to overthrow it for nearly 
eight years. 

At the same time, Duarte chal- 
lenged the leftist Sandinista gov- 
ernment of Nicaragua to follow 
suit by holding simultaneous 
ceasefire negotiations with its in- 
surgents, the U.S.-backed rebels 
known as contras. 

President Daniel Ortega of 
Nicaragua responded as he has in 
the past to suggestions that the 
Sandinistas negotiate directly 
with the contras: Never, be said, 
adding that his government 
would talk only with the U. S. 

The contras said they were 
willing to talk to the Sandinistas, 
but made it dear they would not 
lay down their arms until the 
Nicaraguan government had frilly 
complied with all of the terms of 
the Guatemala accord. 

Nicaragua took steps towards 
meeting some conditions of the 
accord, naming a “national re- 
conciliation commission’* and 
offering to permit the return of 
three expelled members of the 
Roman Catholic church hierar- 
chy. But at the same time, it 
arrested two opposition political 
leaders for staging an anti-gov- 
ernment demonstration, an act 
that brought sharp rebukes from 
Honduras and Costa Rica. 

The Guatemala agreement also 
commits each Central American 
country to deny use of its terri- 
tory to insurgents seeking the 
overthrow of another govern- 
ment. Yet the foreign minister of 
Honduras, which has long been a 
sanctuary for the Nicaraguan re- 
bels, suggested tbat provision 
does not apply to his country. 


Saudi Arabia secures Arab and 
Islamic support after Mecca riots 


By Alistair Lyon 
Reuter 


JEDDAH — Saudi Arabia has 
tamed springs of Muslim support 
at home ana abroad in respond- 
ing firmly to the July 31 riots in 
Mecca and the storming of the 
Saudi embassy in Tehran the fol- 
lowing day. 

Saudi rulers have also rallied 
more strongly behind Iraq, and, 
for the moment, abandoned any 
attefnpt to preserve neighbourly 
relations with Tehran. 

“Iranian rulers since their so- 
called Islamic revolution (in 
1979) have shown bad intentions 
towards Saudi Arabia,” Interior 
Minister Prince Nayef Ibn Abdul 
Aziz told foreign reporters in- 
vited to Jeddah this week. • 

“We hope for the removal of 
the authorities who send Iranians 
to their deaths," he saicL 

This was unusually strong lan- 
guage for the normally taciturn 
Saudis. 


mal reluctance to speak openly 
against even its most dreaded 
enemies, the source, who de- 
clined to be identified, went so 
for as to launch a personal attack 
on Iran's spiritual leader. Ayatol- 
lah Ruhollah Khomeini. 


Saudi leaders and officials 
usually maintain a detached 
approach to their opponents and 
diplomats in the Gulf region 
could not recall such a heated 
response to any issue in recent 
years. 

They said the closest parallel 
was some 30 years ago when 
Saudi Arabia fell out with Egypt's 
late President Gamal Abdul Nas- 
ser over his alignment with the 
Soviet Union, socialist ideas and 
what it saw as his bid to subvert 
conservative Arab governments. ; 

“It sfinpiy goes.-fo sijowificw ' 
strongly Saudi. Arabia seems. ; to . 
feel,” one diplomat in the region 
said. 


An authoritative Saudi source 
went further on Friday, telling 
journalists that Saudi Arabia 
would not shrink from confront- 
ing Iran, even with arms, follow- 
ing the riots in which Saudi Ara- 
bia said 402 people died. 

Breaking Saudi Arabia's nor- 


Posters of Khomeini, carried 
by Iranian pilgrims marching n 
Mecca's Grand Mosque on July 
31, directly challenged the Saudi 
royal family’s main claim to legi- 
timacy — guardianship of Islam’s 
holiest shnnes. 


“Not one flaw has maned the 
purity of the pilgrimage over the 


last 64 years ... since King Abdul 
Aziz established law and order in 
this land," Prince Nayef said. 

King Abdul Aziz Ibn Saud, 
the founder of modern Sandi 
Arabia, spent a decade suppres- 
sing lawless tribes who had 
preyed on pilgrims in earlier 
years. 

Despite changes wrought on 
Saudi Arabia by oil wealth, mod- 
ernisation and development, its 
rulers remain intensely conscious 
of their mission to guarantee 
security for the two million pil- 
grims who flock to the kingdom 
each year. 

“God has ordained that the 
two Holy Mosques and the pil- 
grimage rituals be in this land and 
none other and that everything be 
enshrined in peace and security," 
ftmce'Nayer’saidr-^' • -■ 
“This 1 tffvme <Jeinbiand' r the Ira- 
nians tried 'to challenge out' of 
bitter envy of this country.” 

Iran’s- leaders have said the 
rulers of Saudi Arabia are not 
worthy to guard the holy places 
and should be “uprooted.” 

Prince Nayef said the Iranians 
with their portraits of Khomeini 
had intended to storm the Grand 
Mosque. 

The normally guarded Saudis 
reacted to the Mecca riots with 
unusual mettle, mounting a di- 


Campuses become fociis of free speech battle in S. Africa 


By Laurinda Keys 

The Associated Press 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
White university campuses have 
become battlegrounds in a war 
over freedom of speech, with 
rival factions demanding free 
speech for themselves while de- 
nying it to political opponents. 

University administrations de- 
fend the ideal of the campus as a 
bastion of free debate. But they 
concede that schools are micro- 
cosms of South African Society, 
where political disagreement can 
lead to violence. 

For decades the white, English- 
language universities have fought 
for the right to admit students of 
all races, without government 
permission, and to teach without 
censorship. 

But in the past year, the uni- 
versities have been accused of 
unfairness in foiling to prevent 
militant students, mostly blacks, 
from disrupting appearances by 
anyone not perceived as working 
to end the policy of apartheid. 

Cabinet ministers, while calling 
for a return to freedom of speech 
on campus, have sent police to 
disperse audiences of anti-gov- 
ernment speakers, and have 


threatened to cut government 
funds from universities that don't 
halt protests. 

David Webster, a sociology 
professor at the University of the 
Witwatersrand and an anti-apar- 
theid activist, said, ‘Tve been 
teaching for 15 years and I have 
not seen such a divided academic 
atmosphere.” 

University heads and student 
councils say campuses cannot re- 
main islands of academic tran- 
quility when the country is torn 
by conflict over apartheid and 
rights for the 25.6-million black 
majority. 

Conservative students and 
moderate white newspaper col- 
umnists contend that black stu- 
dents sully the image of a future 
“nou-radai democracy” by not 
tolerating opposing opinions. 

But Robert Charlton, deputy 
vice chancellor at Witwatersrand, 
defends black student actions, 
saying “when one’s meetings 
have been banned, and ones 
leaders- muzzled by restriction 
orders, why should one give a fair 
hearing to somebody whom - one 
perceives, rightly or wrongly,, to 
be on the side of the repressors?” 

Before the white parliamentary 
elections on May 6, Wit- 


watersrand banned an appear- 
ance by candidate Helen Suzman, 
the longest-serving liberal gov- 
ernment opponent nr parliament, 
saying campaigning was not 
allowed on campus. 

“The case is that they are 
scared stiff that black students 
will break up the meetings," Mis. 
Suzman said, noting that the uni- 
versity had allowed speeches by 
those who promoted an election 
boycott. 


A week later, the black stu- 
dents movement sponsored a 
speech by Winnie Mandela, wife 
of jailed black leader Nelson 
Mandela. Police banned that 
meeting and stormed the campus 
to disperse 6,000 students and 
faculty members who had come 
to bear Mrs. Mandela, a reg- 
istered student at the university. 


^Ve support the principle of 
free speech, and it should be 
enshrined in a post-apartheid 
society," said Carla Sutherland, 
president of the student repre- 
sentative council at the Universi- 
ty of Cape Town. “But the uni- 
versity has commited itself to an 
anti-apartheid position, and those 
who are invited to speak should 
fit into that position.” 


Vice Chancellor Stuart Saun- 
ders suspended organisers of Lin- 
da’s visit from classes until Janu- 
ary and banned meetings of the 
Moderate Students Movement, 
saying it had violated rules 
against inviting sp eaker s likely to 
spark violent protest. . 

The moderate students say 
Saunders did no thing; to find and 
punish Linda’s attackers. 


Luxembourg comes to grips with fears of diminishing prestige and influence in EC 


Luxembourg may be the smallest of the European Community 
member states, but it enjoys huge influence and prestige as one of the 
original six. Now that is coming under pressure as Tfan Dickson 
explains. 


BRUSSELS — For such a tiny 
country — it is little bigger than 
an English county — Luxem- 
bourg enjoys enormous influence 
and prestige. 

But the smallest member of the 
European Community (EC) is 
starting to worry that its larger 
colleagues want to put it in its 
place. 

The source of Luxembourg’s 
disproportionate influence is its 
well established position as the 
EC’s alternative “capital" — the 
seat, for example, of the powerful 
European Court of Justice, the 
site of the important Court of 
Auditors (the EC's financial 


watchdog), and (most conten- 
tiouslv perhaps) the host for three 
months out of 12 to all meetings 
of the Council of Ministers. 

Maintaining their position in 
the European dub nas always 
been a struggle lor the Luxem- 
bourgers — - but recent develop- 
ments suggest that the ever pre- 
sent challenge from Community 
rivals is hotting up. 

At the end of June, for exam- 
ple, Luxembourg came under 
strong diplomatic pressure to 
allow two emergency council 
meetings to be held in Brussels 
“for convenience sake,” as one 
European Commission official 


put it. In the event Luxembourg 
insisted on its right under the 
1965 Inter-government Agree- 
ment to stage the Transport 
Coundl but relented in the case 
of the meeting of form ministers. 

Discussions, meanwhile, have 
been taking place inside the 
European Commission over 
where to base the new European 
Community Trade Mark Office. 
Luxembourg believes that under 
the same 1965 Agreement it has 
an unambiguous Tight to all “new 
quasi-jurisdktional” institutions 
but amid the powerful lobbying 
from other member states its 
claim so for appears to have been 
ignored. 

The commission has not yet 
made a formal recommendation 
to the Council of Ministers; but 


when the time comes Madrid or 
The Hague seem much more like- 
ly to come top of the list. 


Just as worrying for Luxem- 
bourg is continuing speculation 
surrounding the European Parlia- 
ment. At tne moment the parlia- 
ment’s secretariat is located in the 
Grand Duchy with plenary ses- 
sions in Strasbourg and commit- 
tee meetings in Brussels. But just 
as many Euro MPs and commun- 
ity officials would like to see 



would like the secretariat to 
“move back up the road” to the 
Belgian capital. 

The feeling of insecurity is only 
made worse by the fact that new 
Community policies — reform of 
the Common Agricultural Policy 


(OtP) and proposals to harmo- 
nise value added tax and excise 
duties, for example — will hit the 
Grand Duchy. 

The situation is not helped by 
the fact Luxembourg's commis- 
sioner, Nicolas Mosar, has made 
little mark and is treated with 
widespread disdain in the com- 
munity. 

But to a considerable extent 
what is happening is the inevit- 
able result of an enlarged com- 
munity, and the somewhat re- 
duced dominance of the Franco- 
German alliance. “Inside a com- 
munity of six, we could make our 
voice heard more easily, often as 
a compromising influence be- 
tween Paris and Bonn, ” one Lux- 
embourger in the commission ex- 
plained. “With a community of 


12 it is obviously much 
difficult.” 

The Grand Duchy’s 

trumpeted flexibility m 

discussions, moreover, -is said 
be not always what It see 
“There are a few issues bn wf 
they really dig themselves in < 
others where we get the impn 
ion they don’t really care, 
one senior community J ’ 
recently. 


“As a result.” he adds, -“there 
are many who are questioning the 
mefficiency of ha ving Council 
meetings in two pladB^But under 
the 1965 Agreement they can. 
hold a pistol to the head of other 
member states and drag 200' peo- 
ple, lemming-like, down the road 
-to Luxembourg” — Financial 
Times news feature. * . 





piqmatic campaign against Iran at 
the Arab League and enlisting 
newspapers, radio and television 
in a bitter war of words with 
Tehran. 

The result has been an appa- 
rent wave of support at home and 
in the Muslim and Arab worlds. 

“The Iranians attacked the 
holy sanctuary,” said Jeddah taxi- 
driver Mohammad Abdullah. 
“Why do they want to make war 
on Arabs and Muslims? If they 
want to fight, let them go to the 
front.” 

A Saudi source said the Saudi 
man-in-the-5treet felt the Iranians 
had gone too for. “I can't remem- 
ber a time when ordinary Saudis 
have been so totally behind the 
government,” he told Reuters. 

The Mecca violence seems to 
have reinfdrt*d n Saudi Arabia’s 
S&nding on'ttfe Arab antf Islamic 
stage. Eveb Syria and .Libya, 
Wan’s main Arab allies, endorsed 
an Arab League resolution this 
week urging Iran to observe a 
ceasefire in its war with Iraq. 

Expressions of solidarity with 
Saudi Arabia even came from 
religious authorities in the neigh- 
bouring communist state of South 
Yemen, despite its economic 
arrangement under which Iranian 
crude is refined in Aden and 
re-sold to Tehran. 


• “Admittedly, that is a restric- 
tion of freedom of speech,” she 
said, “But under the state of 
emergency, and in the National 
Party press those (pro-govern-* 
meat) views are heard ad 
nauseam. The chances for anti- 
apartheid views to be heard are 
getting smaller and smaller.” 

She accused the government of 
stirring up trouble at Cape Town 
in the past two weeks as an 
excuse to damp down on uni- 
versity autonomy. 

On Aug. 4, the Moderate Stu- 
dents Movement invited a former 
black township mayor, Tom Lin- 
da, to speak at Cape Town. Black 
students, who see black local 
officials as collaborators with 
white authorities, beat Linda with 
broom handles and smashed .the 
car in which he fled. 
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raguans take to 
-development’ 


A 'hot line’ of hope for journalists in peril 


20,000 gardens have already been 
V, ...... established and this year, the 

LEON, Nicaragua — A radio on army is being brought into the 
. “V a bench in Icon’s main square is programme too. 

• hi blaring out he commentary on a But innovation does have its 

• local baseb^l match to a small dangers. The civil war is the 

. crowd of fais. It’s the end of an greatest environmental problem 

• .-*! innings andm true Yanqui style, m Nicaragua and workers in 

time for “ajbreak for our spon- health, education, forestry and 

,P“t p its Nicaragua, not ecology have been major contra 
*. .:V tbe^USA.Jnd the sponsor is targets. At least 75 government 
.•J ' 1 : . _ Ipe Nicaraguan Insti- employees working on the en- 

. : 'c tute for Natural Resources and vironment and natural resources 

-;i- - the Emnrqiment. The commer- have been killed or kidnapped bv 
» dab-^e . conservation. the rebels. They represent what is 

• -^findbieaks not only diminish 10 be d*® threat of a good 

• * dust-s® 1 ™ hut also give us tim- exani P le - 

■ r = bcr ?4lSjr w00 ^; LcTs take care , IRENA has been forced to 
1 fbe radio voice exhorts. dose the country’s only tropical 
• ' ■ “IRENA reminds you that natu- rainforest national reserve Sas- 

: raj jesougs are the life of the ^ National Park, because the 

< , ; pjyjs»* 3 td of the future. Let’s contras kidnapped the park’s 

'-s * jjsc (fieri rationally!" administrator and two rangers 

•>. ‘ have adopted the The government has also Been 

‘‘it * tehp^^-oevelopment” to de- forced to abandon plans for a 
: t 7 sa^ , r r PpP“ lar m °bilisation sustained yield forestry industry. 

jinks between environ- . Nicaragua used to be rhe leader 

* j development. The con- m a regional wood-fuel reforesta- 

i W js#confmed to an intellec- tl on project, designed to promote 

■ v ? tuai ^administrative elite, as ecological stability throughout 

V t IRENES imaginative use of Central America. But the Reagan 

7 a dvtftSng sponsorship illus- administration in Washington 

‘ ' traleSt^; ordered the project’s U.S. spoo- 

• IK&A also publishes a series 5015 «l funding to Nicar- 

‘ ? 0 f tocalhand books for communi- ^ ua - Eve " , the government 

: - \ tfeco-developinent, simplv !* as P*?ssed on with more modest 

; prodhP# comic-style booklets ,ree- Pl antin g schemes. 

V ‘ {rith^ks like: “How can we . Th® region around Leon itself 

1 ^* i piatoC' conserve and produce?” 15 a cotton-growing area where 

Tfijs is all part of a major one °f the most imaginative eco- 

reodeitation of the Nicaraguan development projects can be 

ecoaosy in the face of military found. Cotton has been one of 

agaieton from anii-govemment Nicaragua's major export earners 

A rebels, known as the contras, and me 1950s, recently generat- 

an eotwmic boycott by the Un- ,n 8 over U.S.S140 million a year. 


A Red Cross press release 

THE “hot line” linking the 
Kremlin and the White House for 
direct talks in time of crisis is not 
the only communications system 
with that electrifying name. 

The International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) in 
Geneva also has one — for urgent 
calls to alert it if journalists nave 
misfortunes on dangerous profes- 
sional missions. 

In short, the ICRC “hot line” 
is a purely humanitarian link to 
aid the luckless among journalists 
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nave b®® n killed or kidnapped by of any nationality covering wars 
the rebels. They represent what is or other disturbances in the 
seen to be the threat of a good world’s many trouble-spots, 
example. The ICRC is a Swiss-staffed 

FRENA has been forced to b°dy. neutral and independent of 
close the country’s only tropical governments, the founder- 
rainforest national reserve, Sas- merT " 3er of the International Red 
laya National Park, because the Cross a °d Red Crescent Move- 
Contras kidnapped the park’s ment - 
administrator and two rangers Every year, many journalists 
The government has also Been killed, wounded, arrested, 
forced to abandon plans for a detained or simply disappear, 
sustained yield forestry industry They and their families are in 

. Nicaragua used to be rhe leader , . 

in a regional wood-fuel reforesta- Iae 1CRC will do what it can 
tion project, designed to promote ™ thin bmits of its status a m 
ecological stability throughout intermediary, especially if a coun- 
Central America. But the Reagan by’s diplomatic service cannot 
administration in Washington act< ^ ma ^ weH be the case in 
ordered the project’s U.S. spoo- so ? e . conflicts. , 
sors to cut all fundine to Nicar- A journalist s family, editor or 


Taring adversity into advan- 
tage w* had some remarkable 
: resuto in various sectors of the 
ecoflony as well as in long-term 
* edflGtkm projects in which the 
: Samlnista government is in- 
vdwd. 

!, Qu example is the reduction 
of tfepeadency on oil, which is 
botb risky and expensive to im- 
porcTopograpbically, Nicaragua 
Is dwanated by a string of 14 
.volanoes, running down the cen- 
.’trail the country. All are to a 
' neater or lesser degree active. 
' One — Monitombo — on the 
shores of Lake Managua has now 
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non project, designed to promote 
ecological stability throughout 
Central America. But the Reagan 
administration in Washington 
ordered the project’s U.S. spon- 
sors to cut all funding to Nicar- 
agua. Even so, the government 
has pressed on with more modest 
tree-planting schemes. 

The region around Leon itself 
is a cotton-growing area where 
one of the most imaginative eco- 
developmem projects can be 
found. Cotton has been one of 
Nicaragua's major export earners 
since the 1950s, recently generat- 
ing over U.S. $140 million a year. 
Cotton is notoriously susceptible 
to pests and under the former 
Saraoza dictatorship, the use of 
chemical pesticides grew phe- 
nomenally. In 1977, the United 
Nations estimated that Nicaragua 
spent about U.S. $200 million on 
pesticides — 90 per cent of that 
was for the cotton crop. 

The Sandinistas recognised 
that this made no economic 
sense, as well as being extremely 
dangerous. Pesticides were dren- 
ching the entire Pacific coastal 
legion and had entered both the 
water table and the food chain, 
leading to a ban by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture on 


professional organisation may ask 
for help by telephone or telex at 
any hour of the day or night, 
giving all available information. 

This will be treated with com- 
plete discretion, also expected on 
the party of those who will be 
given information in return. 
Neutrality excludes the ICRC 
from taking part in any press 


campaign or public action to aid 
the journalist concerned. 

In the event of a disappear- 
ance, inquiries into the whereab- 
outs of a missing journalist will be 
sent to both sides in the conflict 
and to any other possible sources 
of information. 

As soon as a notification of 
capture, arrest or death is re- 
ceived. it will be transmitted to 
the family and, with its permis- 
sion, to the professional organisa- 
tions concerned. 

If captivity or detention con- 
tinues. the ICRC may ask that 
one of its delegates, accompanied 
by a doctor if needed, be allowed 
to visit the journalist. 

The ICRC, in keeping with its 
humanitarian role, will not com- 
ment on the reasons given for arrest 
or detention and will not demand 
the release of the person held. It 
may be able to examine the de- 
tention conditions and ask for 
improvements if necessary. 

this is the standard procedure 
followed by the ICRC when it 
Searches for missing persons and 
when its delegates visit prisoners 
of war or civilians detained on 
political grounds. 

Background of complexity 

Although the ICRC has no 
mandate to promote the principle 
of freedom of information, it 
values the part which journalists 
so often play in exposing viola- 
tions of the international huma- 
nitarian law which it defends. 

Worldwide public awareness of 
violations, especially of atroci- 
ties, is powerful backing for high- 
level efforts to bring them to an 


end. 

In law, the ICRCs concern for 
the safety of journalists goes hand 
in hand with its general concern 
for the protection of civilians 
taking no part in hostilities. 

In international armed con- 
flicts, its activities have a legal 
foundation in the four Geneva 
Conventions of 1949 and the 
Additional Protocol 1 of 1977. 
These class journalists as civi- 
lians. 

In non-international armed 
conflicts, such as civil war, gener- 
al protection is given to ail non- 
combatants in an article common 
to all four conventions and also in 
Protocol II, though journalists 
are not mentioned specifically. 
The ICRC can offer its services. 

The ICRC also has a right of 
humanitarian initiative acknow- 
ledged by the international com- 
munity. Subject to the consent of 
die authorities concerned, it may 
intervene in situations of internal 
disturbances and tensions. 

Difficulties often arise when 
the ICRC seeks to act under the 

E revisions of this humanitarian 
iw. But it is a persistent nego- 
tiator. 

Means of action may be parti- 
cularly limited if it is wished to 
intervene on behalf of a journalist 
detained by die authorities of his 
own country. 

There may even be circumst- 
ances obliging the ICRC to defer, 
or possibly stop altogether, its 
intervention to aid' an individual 
if this might harm its work to 
protect large numbers of victims. 

If necessary, it may call on any 
of the 144 National Societies in 
the International Red Cross and 


Red Crescent Movement to back 
its efforts. 

Line of hope 

The “hot line” was instituted 
after adoption of a proposal made 
by the North American National 
Broadcasters Association at a 
round-table meeting in Switzer- 
land in 1985. 

Called by the ICRC to discuss 
the safety of journalists on 
dangerous missions, the meeting 
brought together 16 international 
media organisations from all over 
the world. 

It led also to a series of semi- 
nars in various regions to familia- 
rise journalists with the rules of 
international humanitarian law 
and to show how they can support 
the ICRC in spreading respect for 
it. 

For journalists themselves, the 
basic legal message is brief. Their 
professional function is not pro- 
tected as such by the conventions 
and protocols. But thev are pro- 
tected as individuals, like all civi- 
lians. when they carry out their 
work in areas of conflict. 

Although the job may be highly 
risky, they have an open line of 
hope that they will not be left 
unaided in case of grave mishaps: 

International Committee of the 
Red Cross 

Press Division 
“Hot Line” 

17, Avenue de la Paix 
CH-1202 Geneva (Switzerland) 

Telephone: (area code 22) 34 60 01 
Telex: tier 22 269 
Telefax: 34 82 80 


Randa Habibs 


Opportunists 

1 AM SHOCKED by the increasing number of people taking 
advantage of mild car accidents to make money. The responsibility 
of a driver hitting a pedestrian, even if the latter jumps on the car, 
is not at dispute here. The law is clear. Whatever the situation, the 
driver is responsible. But the fact that people take advantage of 
such situations Is repulsive. I know of a recent case of a foreign 
domestic helper who, while crossing the street toward a taxi, was 
very lightly hit by a car. The driver immediately rushed the w oman 
to a public hospital where a complete check-up and X-ray showed 
no injuries at all. However, the woman's employer insisted that she 
be taken to another hospital for further medical checks. So the 
driver had to make the necessary arrangements and moved the 
woman to a private hospital. Further X-rays and medical 
check-ups at the private hospital also showed no injury. The 
woman is still in that hospital a week after the incident, although 
all doctors affirm she can leave. Her employer insists that he wants 
her to “rest” in hospital. He has also made another request: He 
wants the driver to pay for the woman's return air ticket back to 
her country as her two-year contract expires. Soon there might still 
be another request, for the woman has not been allowed by her 
“concerned” employer to drop charges against the driver/ This 
can go on and on. 

It is most important that concerned authorities check on the 
authenticity of the claims of such people and not allow opportunists 
to take advantage of unintentional, unfortunate mild accidents. 


The demise of the 
toothbrush and why 
E.T. won’t be calling 


German Muslims try and shake off the cliches 


been! developed as the world's/ import of Nicaraguan beef 
larges; geo-thermal energy pro -i during the 1960s because of pesti- 


dndwa units. 

Aboaf US$70 million was iif 
vfflttd ia the nrojecr and duringh 
3Q-oo8tb period from 1981-1981. 
..AcTfiaraguans constructed — 
from. Cana da and Isly 
gpo-xhermaJ energy phnt 
. Gapa&fc of producing a quarter of 
,tbe gition's electricity fron a 
t seriesof five wells bored ,‘.000 
‘metws down into the vokano. 
This saves the country over 
:u£&000 a day. 

-laud production is a :rucia! 
area in the new Nicaraguin eco- 
nomy and the Ministry tf Agri- 
. cultuxe— of which IREb A is an 
^autonomous section — has de- 
veloped'a popular mobilisation 
-programme for self-suffbiency in 
food. Its intention is to pi courage 
people to diversify theirdiet away 
from meat so that theygrow their 
own font and vegetades. Tradi- 
tionally, Nicaragua las been a 
'major exporter of catle destined 
lor the hamburger mmufacturers 
■of North America. 

- The food self-suffoiency prog- 
ramme encourages people to set 
up gardens at ueir homes, 
soxxhs and worlplaces. Over 


during the 1960s because of pesti- 
cide contamination. 

But now the University in Leon 
is co-ordinating a major project 
in integrated pest management, 
using biological methods of con- 
trol. The project — which is 
partly funded by the British aid 
agency Oxfam — uses natural 
parasites such as the trichograma, 
a wasp which preys on the eggs of 
cotton pests. 

The project director, Sean 
Sweezey. reckons that by relying 
on an educated peasant popula- 
tion rather than on heavy machin- 
ery and expensive chemicals, the 
programme has contributed to 
the new process of democratisa- 
tion in Nicaraguan society. Build- 
ing a new society, as far as the 
Nicaraguans are concerned, 
means creating long-term -de- 
velopment plans which are based 
on ecologically sustainable forms 
of production. 

The writer is a British journalist 
who visited Nicaragua as a mem- 
ber of a delegation from Oxford 
which is rwinned with the town of 
Leon. He wrote this article for 
Earthscan features. 


By Fouad Hamdan 

THEY were German Protestants 
or Catholics, but they no longer 
felt at ease with Christianity as it 
is Dractised today. 

They are more convinced by 
the Koran than by the Bible. 

The head of the central resi-. 
dents’ registration office in Ham- 
burg, Manfred Sorg, said that 
parallel to the rrend to leave the 
churches there was a slight 
tendency for more Germans to 
take up Islam. 

There is no precise data, be- 
cause people in this country are 
not recorded according to reli- 
gion. 

German Muslim Erwin Bauer, 
33, editor of the monthly maga- 
zine al Fadschr (The Dawn), pub- 
lished by the Islamic Centre in 
Hamburg.- said that in the Ham- 
burg region alone 200 people 
were converted to Islam last year! 

He estimated that, there are 
about 10,000 German Muslims in 
the Federal Republic to which 
could be added about 40,000 Ger- 
man women, married to foreign 
Muslims. 

Wearing a Bavarian jacket 
Bauer said he could see no way of 
disposing of the cliche of a Mus- 
lim with turban and baggy 
trousers. 

He said: “I have no difficulties 
linking the positive sides of Ger- 
man culture with Islam, so long as 
they are not in contradiction of 
Islam.” 

Bauer converted from the Pro- 
testant Church because it did not 
provide him with any spiritual 
belief. He added: “Religion and 
politics in West Germany are 
widely separated from one 
another, which would be impossi- 
ble in the Islamic world.” 



Erwin Bauer 


Bauer is called by his co-re- 
ligionists Ali. He himself says 
tlul he learned about Islam “at 
an emotional, internal level.” 

- He was dissatisfied as a teena- 
ger and thought about the mean- 
ing of life. Later he studied com- 
puter science. 

"But this was not what could 
fulfill me in the long term,” he 
said. So he discontinued his stu- 
dies and went to Pakistan. There 
he came in contact with Muslims, 
who took him on a pilgrimage to 
a holy shrine where be, like 
others, kissed the entrance door- 
way. He said: *T did not want to 
do so first. But I was overpo- 
wered by it all. I understood that 
the saints lived still, because their 
spiritual thoughts still bad influ- 
ence.” He said: “This new level 
of communication meant for me 
my admission into Islam.” He 
studied the Koran for a year at 
the Iranian holy city of Qum and 
learned Arabic ana Persian be- 
fore be returned to Hamburg. 
Twenty-seven-year-old Sabine 
Schmidt, a language student from 
Hamburg, came to Islam by a 



A mosque in Schwetzingen, Bader. West Germany 

very different path. She said: regularly met. They believed that 

“My way was intellectual. I got to "it was no lonaer necessarv to 


Vienna theatre group offers journey into dusk 


By Davk Lewis 

-, 1 ' Reuer 

VIENNA — Evrry day as dusk 
WOKbes, a Cuiube river pad- 
<% steamer cass off on the start 
of a. perfbnwnce created by 
Vfetsri avanvgarde Serapion- 


A musiciar plays plaintive 
rododks, andre loured pennants 
froteria the freeze. People puz- 
^ Pitt their irogrammes, which 
ttua sSo boas and hats as they 
Open. .; ' 

Half an hair downstream, the 
paaeogers dsembark at a tem- 
P«ajy riveside stage to see 
“AianB:”, a show with no dia- 
Jogne based >n Jungian psycholo- 
gy and the tie of Undine , a river 
mwfcn wbc charms a fisherman 
wto her watery home. 

“Fitiry are dreams of that 
ow-wodt which is everywhere 
and nowhffe. A world at the 
borders ofnight and day, water 
and land,, the known and the 
unknown/ the leader of the 
Serqjousheater Erwin Piplits 
writes iahis programme notes. 

. pjr Vienna performances 

ara. ii the happy position of 
briog abfc to journey into dusk in 
a d&&nte ship and to experience 
bother jjorder: The border be- 
fofcea ft and nature.” 

Swis^ psychiatrist Carl Fried- 
rich Juig used the word " Anima" 
to describe the female principle 
widiitfa man, but audiences do 
oot n£d to understand psychoan- 
‘dytic, theory jq enjoy tbe show, 
tty to enrich the emotions 

Afelij * i* m At \ fnl/l 


ma in an unglamourous district of 
Vienna. 

“We do not bring any message 
they have to take home. Sixty per 
cent of the human brain is occu- 
pied with seeing. So it is for me 
the most important thing to get 
people seeing.” 

“Anima” mixes surrealistic im- 
ages with comic tableaux and 
parodies (among them a skit on 
the Judy garland song Over The 
Rainbow). Haunting taped music 
mixes with live jazz. There are 
weird costumes, and great coups 
de theatre. 

Undine (played by Piphts wife 
Ulrike Kaufinann) splashes glit- 
tering arcs of water from a boat- 
shaped bathtub. 

With tbe flowing Danube as a 
natural backcloth — passing 
boats wonder what on earth is 
going on — buckets of water or 
sheets of rain pour onto the stage, 
drenching the actors. 

A grand piano emerges like 



“My way was intellectual. I got to 
know some Muslims at the uni- 
versity. They were Persians, 
Arabs and Turks, whose humane 
behaviour impressed me." 

But Sabine Schmidt only con- 
cerned herself deeply when she 
met her husband, a Muslim from 
the Lebanon. 

She said: "I read many books 
about Islam. This brought me 
into intellectual conflict with the 
Bible and discussions with Mus- 
lims.” 

After two years of intensive 
study she decided to become a 
Muslim. 

She said that after she had been 
converted she had to come to 
terms with a headscarf and other 
clothing ordained by Islam. She 
said: “But I dared to take the 
step.” 

She and other women students 


"it was no longer necessary to 
appeal to men and that woman 
was not looked upon as a sex 
object, but as an equal member 
of society.” 

When she appeared in the uni- 
versity with a headscarf for the 
first time she was surrounded by 
five men. 

She said: "They mocked and 


have had.” 
d pleasant ex- 


abused me. They were the only 
bad experience 1 have had.” 

She nas also had pleasant ex- 
periences. She said: “Muslim, 
women speak to me on the street 
and they are delighted when they 
discover that I am German. Or I 
get a smile in unfriendly shopping 
precincts.” 

Sabine Schmidt is accepted by 
most of her friends and defended 
from her critics. Others retreat 
from her. 

— Kieler Nachrichten. 


By Leslie Shepherd 

Thv Associated Press 

LONDON — Men tell jokes be- 
cause they often have little else to 
say to one another. 

Extraterrestrial* are too busy 
to contact earth. 

Crocodiles contain clues to 
what causes cleft palates in hu- 
mans. 

By the next century, tooth- 
brushes will be obsolete, huge 
tides will threaten to engulf Bri- 
tain and new telephones will 
thwart obscene callers. 

All the latest weird and 
wonderful breakthroughs in the 
world of science and near-science 
are coming to light this week in 
Belfast. Northern Ireland, where 
the 156-year-old British Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Sci- 
ence is holding its annual 
meeting. 

Originally established to bring 
together the latest scientific finds, 
the association has been partly 
supplanted by professional jour- 
nals over the years. But it re- 
mains an annual source of delight 
and fascination, and its proceed- 
ings fill whole pages of newspap- 
ers in August. 

Humour was one of the more 
serious topics this year. 

Jonathan Miller, a physician 
and accomplished professional 
comedian, explained his theory 
that men tell jokes because their 
social awkwardness inhibits them 
from discussing more serious 
things. 

"Women simply don’t seem to 
require jokes in the same way 
men do," he told the 2.500 dele- 
gates in an auditorium at Queen’s 
University in Belfast. 

Christie Davies, a sociology 
professor at Reading University 
revealed that there is a more or 
less fixed pool of ethnic jokes, 
which each country adapts to its 
own needs. In Britain it’s the 
Irish. 

Davies didn't think rhe jokes 
were racist, saying: "They are a 
kind of thermometer rather than 
causing hear in themselves.” 

Moving right along. Sir David 
Bates, professor Emeritus of 
theoretical physics at Queen's 
University in Belfast, explained 
the absence of messages from 
outer space by saying the ex- 
traterrestrials were probably 
otherwise engaged. 

Bates conjectured that civilisa- 
tions that are technologically 
ahead of earth are too intelligent 


to waste their efforts sending 
messages into spite#. 

Then the conference moved on 
to teeth, with biologist Mark FA 
guson of Manchester Universe 
predicting tootnbrushes would be 
obsolete by the next century, 
thanks to unti-decay vaccines and 
mouthwashes containing geneti- 
cally engineered bacteria ” 

He even imagined tinkering 
with dental cells To enable adults 
to grow new teeth whenever the 
old ones wore out. 

Ferguson also reported he was 
experimenting on crocodile eggs 
to discover the cause of cleft 
palate, explaining that the palates 
of crocodiles arid humans have 
some similar characteristics. 

Dr. Michael Hull, head of the 
chemotherapy division of Ruche 
Products Pharmaceutical Com- 
pany. reported on new AIDS 
drugs, but said the ultimate go:.> 
was genetic engineering to cut' the 
virus out of individual cells. 

"If this ever proves possible, 
then the implications will raise 
serious ethical and moral ques- 
tions. perhaps as difficult to 
answer as those relating to AIDS 
itself." Hall said. 

"It would mean that we could 
manipulate at will the human 
genetic pool, produce super 
races, modify ethnic traits, excise 
socially unacceptable habits — in 
fact, produce people to order.” 

Acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome, a fatal disease for 
which there is no cure, destroys 
the body’s natural ability to fight 
disease and infection. AIDS is 
most often transmitted through 
sexual contact and blood transfu- 
sions. 

Environmentalist Bill Carter of 
the University of Ulster warned 
that the warming of the earth 
would raise sea levels by 3.5 
metres in the coming 120 years 
and flood much of Britain. 

On a happier note, com- 
munications engineer Michael 
Miller predicted a telephone for 
the 1990s that would record an 
incoming caller's number, mak- 
ing it easier to catch obscene 
callers. 

More than 400 papers were 
read this year at what is consi- 
dered one of the biggest concen- 
trations of brainpower in the Brit- 
ish isles. And speaking of brain- 
power, zoologist Michael Craw- 
ford came up with an intriguing 
theory about what separates” man 
from the apes. 



Serapkms Theatre leader Erwin Piplits dances with members of his 
avantgarde theatre group in Anima, a non-verbal show based on 
Jungian psychology and the Eairy-tale Undine. In tbe background 
tbe Danube River forms a moving Mackdofh. 


boats wonder what on £irth £ and Kaufinann in 1973. A former 
eoine on — buckets of water or stage designer, he wanted to stop 
ttexis of rain pour onto the stage, interpreting the work of others 
drenching the actore. and to follow his own creative 

A grand piano emerges like path, 
marie from beneath a floor doth Thc troupe of about 20 is 
SSs to writhe like a foaming * assembled by Pqihts from people 

who show interest in his work. 

^Finally Undine disappears They double as technicians and 
with the man she has ensnared costume-makers, and pone has 
across the grass at the back of the taken a formal course in acting 
r™ Z,a — mectactors could “Our training is the rehearsal 


Finally, Undine disappears 
with tbe man she has ensnared 
across the grass at the back of the 
stage and — spectators could 
swear — straight into the 
Danube. 

Then it is time for the spectac- 
tors to return to tbe river, to J* 
oiloted by tbe Donaudam/Jsctn- 

fohrtsgtsellschaftskapitaen 

(Danube Steam Ship Company 
Captain) back from the world of 
the unconscious to the humdrum 
reality of dty life m Vienna, 


and tbe daily performance,” says 
Piplits. “But i think we are far 
more professional than many 
actors who describe themselves as 
professionals.” 

So do the critics, although the 
group long won more acclaim on 
tours of France, Spain and Italy 
than at home. 

Then, two years ago, Vienna’s 
dtv hall woke ud and Gave them a 


T^fc&y to enrich the emotions navy “ « > gDj ^ dty hall woke up and gave them a 

, Piplits, 49, told d^velopld from grant to cover the fixed costs for 

group set up bT Lir headqaarttn,: 3.5 mdhon 


schillings ($270,000) a year. 

The remaining two thirds of 
their budget comes from box 
office receipts. Private investors 
fond productions, and members 
of the company benefit if the 
houses are nrll. 

“They get a reward for acting 
well’’, grins Piplits, who has a 
family interest in the matter. 
Apart from him and his wife, 
their small son Max and his 
daughter Ela also appear on 
stage. 

Tbe Serapions theater last used 
live dialogue -in 1982. 

“But we have a lot of language. 
We just do not use words. ... It is 
not important to talk on stage. 
Politicians talk.” 

Tbe Serapionsth eater is visiting 
Belgrade and Brussels in the au- 
tumn, and has been invited to 
Australia for the Sydney festival 
next January and February. 











Jordan secures advanced 


Mexico edges 


slot in 1,000 Lakes Rally 


Brazil, seizes 
title in 

soccer tourney 


pMI 


Besharat, Hamzeh’s Audi placed 34th overall and 6th in their category 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
with agencies 


Company in cooperation with 
Pirelli and Ata Alt. 


JYVASKYLA, Finland — Jordanian rally cham- 
pion Haiti Besharat, driving a Group N Audi 90 
Qiiattro placed 34th overall and sixth in his category 
in the 1,000 Lakes Rally on Sunday in which 170 
teams participated. The 1,700-kilometre interna- 
tional championship was won by Finland’s veteran 
driver Markku Alen in a Lancia Delta. 


Besharat and Hamzeh arrived 
in Jyvaskyla three weeks ago and 
spent two weeks of practising and 
taking notes. "They were a long 
and tiresome two weeks.” said 
Besharat. who spent around 1U 
hours a day practising on the 
roads with Hamzeh. 

Alen won the rally in the most 


made a great effort Sunday to 
finish fifth, now lead the cham- 


pionship with 80 points a piece. 
Italy's Massimo Biasion. another 


Italy's Massimo Biasion, another 
Lancia driver, is third on 74. 

Vatanen's second-placed finish 
in a Ford was a notable success. It 
was the first time he had com- 


peted in the 1,000 Lakes since a 
bad accident in the Argentine 


Besharat and co-driver Ziad 
Hamzeh began in position 113 
but moved quickly to finish the 
first leg of the rally in 7Isl posi- 
tion. Efuring the second and third 
stages of the rally. Alessandro 
Fiorio of Italy took the lead of the 
Group N cars while Besharat's 
Audi moved up to 14th position 
in their group and 53rd overall. 
Timo Salonen encountered prob- 
lems with his engine and was out 
of the rally- 

The third day of the rally was a 
big achievement for Besharat and 
Hamzeh. “This is the best driving 
Hani did so far," commented 
Hamzeh at the end of the third 
day. The team representing Jor- 
dan finished the day in 8th posi- 
tion for Group N and 41st over- 
all. It was vital for them to keep 
their position and finish the rally. 
Fiorio, the star Italian driver was 
still leading Group N with Petri 
Viitala and Peter Geitel behind 
by less than two minutes. 

On the fifth and final leg Sun- 
day, Besharat and Hamzeh shot 
up to 6th position for Group N 


and 34th overall and maintained 
their position till the end. Fiorio 
won the Group N category with 
five hours. 18 minutes and 51 
seconds. 

According to reports received 
from Jyvaskyla . the Jordanian 
team were met very warmly at the 
finishing ramp by a large crowd of 
spectators as well as representa- 
tives of the organisers of the rally. 
"This is the first rime a Middle 
East driver finishes this rally, and 
especially with such impressive 
results.” said Mr. Derek Ledger, 
chairman of the Royal Auto- 
mobile Club (RAC) of Jordan 
who attended the event and was 
there to receive the Jordanian 
team together with Suheil Marar, 
manager of the royal team. 

The Jordanian team had an 
excellent reception from the 
organisers of the event according 
to the report received by the 
Jordan Times from Jyvaskyla in 
Finland. 17ie team also received a 
lot of support from Jordanian 


convincing style to join compat- 
riot and fellow Lancia driver Juha 


riot and fellow Lancia driver Juha 
Kankkunen in the shared lead- 
ership of the world drivers' cham- 
pionship. 

Alen led from start to finish to 
complete his fifth victory in an 
aggregate time of five hours 12 
minutes 22 seconds — more than 
five and a half minutes ahead of 
another Finn, Ari Vatanen, who 
finished second. ‘'Everything was 
under control the whole time and 
I was able to go along with the 
situation the way I felt it de- 
velop.” said Alen afterwards. 
Alen and Kankkunen. who 


bad accident in the Argentine 
Rally two years ago. 

Another Ford driver, Stig 
Blomqvist of Sweden, was third, 
eight minutes 38 seconds behind 
Alen. 

Kankkunen and Biasion have 
now competed in six of seven 
races allotted to each driver this 
season. But Alen still has two 
races remaining — the San Remo 
and RAC rallies — and a better 
chance in theory of taking the 
drivers’ title. 

Lancia's victory on Sunday 
underlined their domination of 
the constructors' championship in 
which, after nine rounds, they 
hold an unbeatable lead. 


TOKYO (AP) — Mexico defe- 
ated Brazil 3-0 to win the inaugu- 
ral international football games 
for boys Sunday before a capacity 
crowd' of 9,000 at Nishigaoka 
Stadium in Tokyo. 

The winning team from Mexico 
City scored its first goal with one 
minute remaining to the 20-mi- 
nute first half before scoring two 
more goals in the second half to 
defeat Brazil's team from Sao 
Paulo. Brazil placed second. 

The West German team from 
Munich finished in third place, 
beating the French team from 
Marseilles 2-1 after leading 1-0 
during the first half. The French 
team finished in fourth spot. 

Fifth place went to Japan, 
which scored one goal each in two 
5-minute extra periods after it 
finished the regulation period 
without a goal in its game against j 
the South Korean team from I 
Seoul. 
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( ‘HOW DID IT HAPPEN?' A1 Qadissieh the premier league championsftup, 
I goalie Za’rour and defender Khader takes a dose the match 2-1 to the cheers of 
look at the ball in their net following the 1st score by crowd. 

AJ tfuftein team in a match played Sunday within 



Monaco retains lead of 


SPORTS IN BRI&F 


French First Division 


LEADING FINAL POSITIONS 


businesses such as Royal Jorda- 
nian. the Near East Equipment 


1. Markku Aien (Finland) Landa five boors 12 minutes and 22 
seconds. 

2. Ari Vatanen (Finland) Ford five minutes 32 seconds behind. 

3. Stig Blomqvist (Sweden) Ford 6:29 behind. 

4. Per Ekhind (Sweden) Audi 8:38. 

5. Juha Kankkunen (Finland) Landa 9:02. 

6. Tborbjoern Edling (Sweden) Mazda 11:25. 

7. Sebastian Lindhobn (Finland) Andi 14:23. 

8. Tomi Palmqvist (Sweden) Andi 16:06. 

9. Erik Johansson (Sweden) Audi 18:25. 

10. Timo HeinGnen (Finland) Audi 28:45. 


2nd day of world track meet opens 


ROME (Agencies) — World re- 
cord-holder Willie Banks of the 
United States failed Sunday to 
qualify for the finals in the triple 


S ' at the World Track and 
Championships, where Bri- 
tain's Derek Redmond recorded 
the fastest time of first-round 
heats for the men's 400 metres. 

Banks and another leader 
American contender. Charlie 
Simpkins, were eliminated in 
first-round jumps at Olympic sta- 
dium. 

Banks had a best of 16.37 
metres (55 feet, 8‘A inches) to 
rank 18th among the 31 jumpers. 
Banks fouled on his first 


attempt, recorded 16.30 metres 
on his second and improved 
slightly to 16.37 on his third and 
final effort. 

But he knew it was not going to 
be enough to put him among the 
13 qualifiers and banged his fist in 
frustration on the ground as be 
lay in the pit, before - getting to his 
feet slowly and leaving the arena. 

"On a disappointment scale 
this is going to rank behind the 
Olympics," Banks, who finished 
sixth in the 1984 Los Angeles 
Games, told reporters. 

"This is going to be hard to 
.rake for quite a while.'* 

* Banks said he had had run-up 


problems but added: "You’d 
think after jumping for 14 years 
you'd have an answer for it — but 
I don’t." 

However, a flash of the old 
Banks' optimism came through 


metres (212 feet, 1 inch). 

Colourful inauguration 


when he promised: “Next year 
you’ll see a new Willie Banks.” 


you'll see a new Willie Banks.” 
Oleg Sarikin of the Soviet Un- 
ion was the leader at 17.35 metres 
(56 feet. 11 Vi inches). 

Mike Conley of the United 
States and Noriftni Yamashita of 
Japan were the only non-Euro- 


peans among the 13 qualifiers for 
Monday’s final. 


UNFURNISHED APARTMENT FOR 
RENT 


Modern 3 bedrooms in Shmeisani close to shopping and office 
buildings near Professional Syndicate and Birds Garden. Two 
bathrooms, large living-dining room, balcony, intercom, heat, 
kitchen and telephone line. There are no children in the building. 


Call: 604922.662862. 


A MODERN HOUSE FOR RENT 


Monday's final. 

Redmond led the field Into the 
second, round of thq.40Q with a 
time of: 45.33 seconds,, winning 
the fifth of six beats on a warm, 
sunny morning. 

Butch Reynolds of the United 
States, who has run the fastest 
400 ever at sea level, also won his 
heat in 45.51. Innocent Egbunike 
of Nigeria, who is expected to be 
Reynold’s main challenger for the 
gold medal, qualified easily as 
well with a 43.84. 

In the women's discus. East 
Germany's like Wyludda led the 
qualifiers with a throw of 68-40 
metres (224 feet, 5 inches). 
World record-holder Zdenka 
Silhava of Czechoslovakia also 
reached Monday's finals at 64.64 


The Second World Cham- 
pionships got under way Saturday 
in a colourful display of Italian 
pagentry, with flag throwers and 
dancers in medieval and folk cos- 
tumes and a game of chess with 
live players. 

Nine Italian air force jets 
swooped low over Rome's Olym- 
pic Stadium, leaving behind a 
trail of red, white and green, the 
colours of the host country's flag. 

About 1.700 athletes from 165 
countries are compering urlhe*' 
eight-day- championship. At the 
inaugural event in Helsinki four 
years ago, 147 countries were 
represented. 

Four military bands played 
marches as the members of the 
participating teams filed into the 
stadium with their national flags, 
under cloudless skies and in warm 


PARIS (R) — One week after 
their surprise defeat at the hands 
of Niort. Monaco on Saturday 
scored a decisive 2-0 win at home 
against Laval and held their one- 
poiat lead at the top of the First 
Division. 

Bordeaux lost the battle for 
second place, going down 1-0 to 
Paris Sajnt Germain, now second 
with 11 points against nine for 
defending champions Bordeaux. 

Monaco's new acquisition. 
Mark Hately, was the star of the 
match against an unconvincing 
Laval side. The former Milan 
player headed in both goals, in 
the 27th and 50th minutes. 

Saturday night's performance 
made Hately the top-scoring First 
Division player this season with 
seven goals. 

Playing at home. Paris Saint 
Germain showed the kind of form 
that made them league cham- 
pions two years ago. 

They dominated an absent- 


minded Bordeaux deprived of 
Jean Tigana due to injury and 
apparently unable to develop 
their game. From the outset. Bor- 
deaux's goalkeeper Dominique 
Dropsy was bombarded by tnes 
from the opposing team. 


Freuler wins gold medal again 


VIENNA (R) — Ure Freuler of Switzerland was madeto fight to 
the last of the 200 laps before snatching the professwnaJ l points 
race for the seventh year in a row at the Worff Cvdine 


In the 30th minute, a new 
offensive by Paris Saint Germain 
spread confusion in Bordeaux's 
ranks and an unfortunate Alain 
Roche put in an own goal giving 
the home side the match. 

The most crushing defeat of the 
day was inflicted on Saint-Erien- 
ne. ranked 14th, beaten 5-1 by 
fifth-placed Marseille. 


race for the seventh year in a row at the Word Cycling 
Championships on Saturday night. The other final deriied on the 
penultimate night of track events was even closer with he Soviet 
Union winning the 4-km team pursuit by two hundieths of a 
second from East Germanv. Freuler, who has dom hated the 
points discipline, was pushed to the limit by Britain's Tory Doyle, 
who shrugged off the loss of his individual pursuit title earlier in 
the week. .i \ 


Fatima still undecided to compete in come 


DARTFORD. England (AP) — Fatima Whitbread, Britain’s 
European javelin champion, has said Saturday she has still not 


Racing Club Paris, having 
docked up one win and six draws 
so far. had its unbeaten streak 
ended with a 2-1 defeat to Lens. 

Newly promoted Niort, which 
astounded crowds last week by 
beating Monaco 3-1 , continued to 
show energy and flair, upending 
fellow newcomer Cannes 2-0. 


made up her mind whether to compete in the world Athletics 
championships in Rome. After completing her final workout, 
Whitbread, who has been suffering from a shoulder injery, she 


Whitbread said she still left sore and planned to leave her decision 
until the last possible mpment — even as late as Thursday. 


Swiss wins first gold in Rome 


U. S. athletes keep heads down 
during Philippine coup attempt 


PHILADELPHIA ( AP) — Tour- 
ing U.S. professional basketball 
players called off two exhibition 


him. Officials told the team to 
stay at their hotel. 


ROME (AP) — Werner Guenther of Switzerland won the first 
gold medal of the Worlo Track and Field Qiampionsteps 
Saturday, taking the men's siot put with a meet-record throw ©f 
22.23 metres. Second was woftd record-holder Alessandro Andrei 
of Italy, at 21 -8S metres, with American champion John Brenner 
third at 21.75 metres. 


games Friday 2nd Saturday and 
-stayed in their hotel ■ as rebel 


temperatures. 

Many nations came dressed in 
their national costumes, barefo- 
oted Africans in long, golden and 
green robes, Asians in saris. 

After the event was officially 
declared open by Italian Presi- 


dent Francesco Cossiga, perfor- 
mers took over the field. 


-stayed in their hotel ■ as rebel 
soldiers tried to topple Philippine 
President Corazon Aquino's gov- 
ernment. 

“I’m doing fine," Philadelphia 
76ers’ centre Tim McCormick 
said in a telephone interview with 
the Philadelphia Daily News, 
“bur it’s a pretty crazy thing to 
walk out on the street and see a 
tank approaching, followed by 
machine gunners and trucks full 
of troops.” 

McCormick and the team ar- 
rived m the Philippines eaxiier in 
the week as part of a promotion 
by Pro-Serv, Inc., the Washing- 
ton-based firm that represents 


According to reports, .at least 
25 people- were killed and. 275 
wounded in the bloodiest and 
stongest challenge to Aquino's 
18-month-old government. Ab- 
out 800 rebels attacked the pres- 
idential palace, key military 
bases, and the state broadcast 
centre, but were routed by troops 
loyal to Aquino. 

Sixers' manager John Nash said 
the team should be able to leave 
by Sunday night. 


Zadrobiiek wins Venetian Tour 


‘They don’t appear to be in 


any immediate danger, the hotel 
is secure and we've been told the 


violence has subsided," Nash 
said. "But, obviously, this is a 
very serious situation.” 


. 

PADUA. Italy (AP) — Young Austrian cyclist Gerhard ZaSso- 
bilek on Saturday won the Vehefon Tour road race edging -by a 
few seconds a group including decoding world champion Moreno 
Argentin of Italy. Zadrobiiek. 22. aunebed a winning, long sprint 
about one kilometre from the finis! line in (his north Kalian «wn 
and his opponents were unable o catch up. Italians Marino 
Amadori and Maurizio Vundelli pl.ced second and third respec- 
tively, three seconds behind. 


Soviets gain 3 more golds in wrestling 


CLERMONT-FERRAND. France (\P> — The SwicLUaipo 
won three more gold medals at the Vorld Freestyle Wrestfing 
Championships on Saturday while Join Smith gave tile Uatto 




The house is composed of three floors. Each of the ground floor 
and the first floor consists of three bedrooms, three bathrooms, 
big salons, living room, kitchen. Two entrances. The ground floor 
has a garden and a garage. The area of each floor 280m. 
The second floor is a duplex containing big salons, four 
bedrooms, lour bathrooms, two kitchens and a living room. It has 
a terrace. The area is 440m. 

Each floor has its own central heating and telephone. 


FOR SALE 


White Mercedes 200, 1982, roof window, steer- 
ing power & central lock. Duty not paid. 


Location: Al Rabie Estate — West Amman, Tel: 676942 


Tel: 642299 or 642914. 


Attractive super-deluxe, unfurnished apartment. 3 bed- 
rooms, dining/living area, kitchen, two bathrooms, second 
floor, telephone, new building. 

Location: Umm Uthayna, 5th Circle, close to German and 
Bulgarian embassies. 


Call Dr. Zuhair: 601250 



FOR RENT 


FOR RENT 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 


Well furnished 3-bedroom flat at the 5th Circle, Jabal 
Amman equipped with central heating and telephone. 


Rent JD 200 monthly 
For details please phone 676209 


a- One bedroom, kitchennette and bath. 

b- Two bedrooms, living-dining room, kitchen and bath. 

Central heating and telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman, bet. 3rd & 4th Circles. 


Consists of two bedrooms, two living rooms, dining room, 
kitchen, two glassed-in verandas, two baths. Independeni 
central heating and telephone. 

Location: Jabal Amman, 3rd Circle 


Tel: 641443 - 642351 


Tel: 644809 



FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED VILLA” 
FOR RENT 


Location: 3rd Circle 

Ground floor 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, kitchen, living, dining and 
guest rooms, 2 balconies, 2 telephones, central heating. 
Basement floor with washing room, large bedroom, storage, 
bathroom and separated boiler room. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT - BASEMENT 
- FOR RENT 


Consists of 2 bedrooms, 2 plassed-in verandas, salon, dining 
room, kitchen, central heating, separate entrance with small 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
IN SWEIFIEH 

(1500 metres from Amra Hotel) 


aarden. 

Locatior 


cation: Shmeisani - behind Marriott Hotel (West Side). 


Rent: JD 5,750 furnished 
JD 5,000 unfurnished 
For information call: 816921 


Annual rent JD 1,600 - to be settled on 2 equal 
payments. 

Cali 661871 


Spaaous apartment consists of 3 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms new 
building, quiet area. It has telephone, covered garage water 
bdWing^ ^ independent ^ eatin 9' foreign families in the 


OPENING HIS NEW CLUSC 

Dr. WALID AWWaD 

Pediatrician-Children Speciafft .. 

American Board Certified V- : ' ; . : . f 
Graduate of the American University. of BeiruLA-LLB-) * 
Baylor College of Medicine. Houston, U.SA* (1966k : • 


Enquiries, tel: 624719, Amman (evenings, 822437) 


Tel: Clinic 684184, Residence 665698--^; 
Jabal Al-Hussein, Firas Crrcle, aipve 
Jawati'Hesi. • "i 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 6774201 f Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625153 


running 

SCARE® 


RnfonmiMEs3JU.fiin.XJ0. 10; TO 



LETHAL 

WEAPON 


Rcifarnunccs 3. 15. 6:30, X:3U, 10:30 



Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 675571 


three 

AMIGOS 


fiflO. 8. TO. 10:30 
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Weekly Financial report 

By-Fonad Batshon — *■" ~ 


AMMAN — Last week the 
U5- dollar fell sharply against 
other European currencies and 
the Japanese yen. The main 
Kpspnfor the (hop was the bad 
economic figures released in 1 
York during the week and 
the^esser. tension in the Gulf 
jtiea* .. 

r T)b^ trading range was 
wide because of the 
-tinselling volume of the dol- 

- ^niajor banks and brokers, 
'arois sold the dollar un- 

^ .of central banks’ in- 

^EQtiln in support of the 
-vjjS. unit. 

;-^he Bundesbank, the Bank 
#Japan, the Swiss National 
iflsnk and the Bank of France 
. ^gervened on Friday to halt the 
!:^bt from falling further but 
^'IrSD avail. 

~ A 'The dollar traded between 
$336 - 0.347 fils on the Jorda- 
nffn dinar. 

, Local banks and financial 
::ceoipanies. were selling their 
dollar positions because they 
fesUned another huge drop on 
fre dollar. 

- Charts indicate that the dol- 
jafis now resuming its down- 
ward trend and dealers may be 
trifling to sell the dollar on 
enpy rally. The expected range 
for, this week could be 0.334 - 
Q544 fils. 

The pound sterling traded 
djjich higher because of the 


weaker dollar. The pound 
traded between 0.5550 - 0.5600 
fils. 

The D.M. and S.F. also 
sad«J higher because of the 
lower dollar. The D.M. traded 
higher between 0.1850 - 0.1895 
fils, and the Austrian shilling 
traded between 0.212 - 0.215 
fils. 

The Lebanese lira traded 
lower between (820 - 730) L.L./ 
JD, the Syrian lira traded be- 
tween (100-92) S.LJJD, the 
Kuwait dinar traded between 
1.200 - 1.210 on die JD, the 
Egyptianpound between 0.140 
■ 0.150 fils and the Iraqi dinar 
between 0.240 - 0-260 Qls. 

Metals traded lower despite 
the weakness of the dollar. The 
main reason was die lower ten- 
sion in the Gulf area and the 
huge selling of metals from 
American firms. 

Gold fell from a high of $460 
an ounce to $450.75 and silver 
fell from a high of $7.86 an 
ounce to $7.25 an ounce. 

Charts indicate that m<*taic 
are still in a bull trend and 
dealers may be willing to stay 
long on both metals and to scale 
down more any setbacks. 

Gold prices in Amman based 
on the daily bulletin presented 
by Jordan Jewellery Store are 
as foDows: 

Gold 21 carats / per gramme JD 
4.500 - JD 4.250. 

Gold 18 carats / per gramme JD 
5.000 - JD 4.500. 


Gathay Pacific’s profits soar 

HONG KONG (R) — - Cathay Pacific Airways, Hong Kong's premier 
airline, said last week its profits for the first half of the year surged as 
it carried more passengers and paid less for fuel. Cathay’s profits 
joaiped 65 per cent to 828 million dollars ($106 million). The airline 
canted nearly 2.4 million passengers, 24 per cent more than last year. 
Ftei prices slid 23 per cent though it said costs could rise later this 
year. “We experienced booming traffic on all routes in Asia, 
particularly to and from Japan," said spokesman David Beil. 





from the Carroll Rfghter Institute 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY, AUGUST 31, 1987 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: The early morning 
'• presents an opportunity to find areas which require 
special attention, while the evening finds those around 
fou argumentative. Keep your com. 

. ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Get your practical afiedrs 
on a more solid foundation. Don't go out with any new 
' contacts fchfa evening. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20r to May 20) Keep your control if 
your mate Is ornery this evening. One wrong word could 
v easily upset the proverbial apple cart. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Find a system which 
: .'can make your work easier and more profitable this 

- Burning. Avoid confrontations tonight. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Make ar- 
rangements for coming amusements. Stay in this eve- 
ning and protect your home and family. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) A home affair can be handled 
well this morning, but don’t go out tonight. YouH need 
to have a lot of patience with your mate. 

' VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Focus your attention on 
increasing your income today. Study the newspaper for 
home-improvement ideas. Get some rest. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Handle neglected cor- 
respondence carefrdly. Don't invite any guests into jour 

- home this evening, or you’ll have trouble. 

- SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Be sure not to spend 
too much money tonight. Set up a good budget this 
morning which wiU help ycra in this. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Try to please 
your mate more. Some lovely music would calm your 
nerves and make you happy. 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22 to Jan. 20) Contact seme usual- 
ly helpful friends fcHa morning, but don’t get angry if 
conditions ore unfavorable. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) A superior can easily 
grant you a big favor, so go after it. Avoid an angry 
friend while visiting tonight. 

: PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) An idea you have been 
toying with for some tame can be easily put into motion 
this morning. Avoid a sharp tongue at work. 


THE Daily Crossword by H.H. 


RaddoH 


ACROSS 
1 Sharp remark 

5 Or- lattar 
UtafaM food 
1S Rbw plant 
W Round-handed 


HttwlU part 
W Sonk hi 53A 
* Uabttanla: 

39 ComraWB 
2 tty or tuba 
2 Maun 
-21 hmM 
- 26 Touch lovingly 
*totti 
aghe genua 
^OSBsfvnad 

31 Moaith retort 
*nta- in 1888 

£fadpo abbr. 

— toot ofl 
W tmcllaionloiio 

«S3X£“ 

steyr* 

** Hand 
V Putsch* 
w ftfcnr to tha 
_ Adriatic 
« Dear treH 
SO Classical 
poam 
S M ISA 
Youngster* 
Author Looa 
Habrtdaa lata 
Sod. aubj. 

81 Records 

82 Edifela mot 
DOWN 

1 Innocent on* 

2 Too bad 
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« i*a7Trtbiina Mart* SarWoaa, Inc. 

Avrwrenw— TBstanhy*! Pgrie Sshwt 


12 Nobleatan 
IS ThfUtWd 
IT Meadows 
18 Novallst Hanry 
or Arthur 

22 Skinny 

23 Dastinaa 

24 Coaatal flyer 

25 Price 

28 Mountains 

27 Hare*«t 

28 up, DocT" 

30 Darken 

31 hoisted rack 

32 Qlasa square 

33 KB dwamre 


9 Sound of surf 

35 ttimman 

4 Wager 

5 Tfwytee 

sa 

8 Impetuous 

38 Homlllar 

7 Ordinal 

abbr. 

MPUn 

37 ReBglout Ida 

ft' H--W- 

■ * wHti ran 

41 Sad sound* 

8 Uraeoa 

42 Hawaiian 

lOtto 

11 Wb) water 

«£££. 

buffalo 

bdotmatlon 
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44 Having a duS 


45 Kind of 
co ram fttaa 
48 Become aaao- 
datad with 

47 Malta Jojfd 

48 Cut Bghtfy 


60 Woodwind 

61 CompMad 
52 QED word 

54 Contataer for 
HquM 

55 


58 T« 


Third World finances 
U.S. deficit, Poehl says 

HAMBURG, West Germany (R) — Third World countries are 
indirectly financin g the huge U.S. budget deficit with interest 
payments on loans, according to West German central bank 
president, Mr. Kari Otto Poehl. 

“Every dollar they pay in interest to an American bank effectively 
is export of capital to the U.S. This is Ological,' 1 Mr. Poehl said in as 
interview with the West' German news magazine Der Spiegel, 
released ahead of publication on Monday. 

Commenting on the U.S. deficit, the Bundesbank chief said “the 
Americans live above their means" and should draw the budgetary 
consequences. 

West Germany recorded an 18.5 billion mark ($10.2 billion) 
current account surplus in the second quarter while the U.S. first 
quarter deficit was $37.12 billion, Der Spiegel noted. 

Mr. Poehl said he expected currency movements in the next eight 
vears to be less volatile and recent currency agreements were a step 
m the right direction. ■ 


Experts wonder if dollar 
is where it ought to be 


LONDON (R) — The dollar's 
value, on which hangs prospects 
for growth and inflation around 
the world, is now subject to a 
tug-of-war between economics 
and central bankers, currency 
dealers and economists say. 

On one side, an unexpectedly 
weak U.S. economy with a rising 
trade deficit depress its value. On 
the other, are central bankers 
pledged to keep it from going into 
a free folll 

So far, the central bankers are 
winning — the dollar took a new 
tnmble after particularly bad 
U.S. trade figures on Aug. 14, 
but central rank dollar buying 
arrested the slide. 

“But it is more likely now that 
central banks wifi have more 
trouble holding the dollar up,” 
said Mr. Gavyn Davies, an eco- 
nomist at investment bankers 
Goldman Sachs International in 
London. 

Government officials around 
the world fear that another drop 
in the dollar will set off inflation 
and recession, first in the United 
States and then in other coun- 
tries. 

Inflation in the United States 
would rise as a weaker dollar 
boosted pices on goods that it 
.imports. Export-led economies in 
nations like Japan and West Ger- 
many would be pinched as their 
appreciating currencies priced 
their goods off the world market 

Government officials suggest 
that the dollar, about halved in 
value against other key currencies 
since 1985, has fallen to where it 
ought to be. Exporters in Europe 1 
ana Japan certainly hope so but 
economists are not sure. 

For, not only has the ij.S. 
trade deficit — the excess of 
imports over exports — con- 
founded expectations and 
climbed, hitting a record $39.53 
billion in the second quarter, but 
the U.S. government's borrowing 
shows no sign of slackening. 

And, as they do with any de- 
btor embarked on an import- 
buying spree, investors are mark- 
ing the value of its money down. 

Central bankers have spent ab- 
out $70 billion to moderate this 
trend since Louvre accord last 
Februanr, when the United 
States, Japan, West Germany, 
France, Britain and Canada 
agreed to stabilise currency mar- 
kets and cut trade imbalances. 

By spending that money to buy 
dollars, they have been able to 
buoy the U.S. currency very 
effectively, said Mr. Chris Johns, 
an economist at London brokers 


and Drew. 

it it means is that, for 
example, British reserves are 
being spent basically so that U.S. 
can continue .buying imports," he 
said. 

Now, as the dollar looks set to 
slide again, central bankers face 
the hard choice of deciding 
whether to spend more money 
buying dollars or to change their 
interest rate policies. 

In the United States, that 
would mean higher interest rates, 
squeezing an already sluggish 
economy. In West Germany and 
Japan, interest rates would have 
to fall, but their central banks are 
worried about rekindling infla- 
tion. 

'There’s no question that cen- 
tral banks have the muscle," said 
Mr. Johns. “It's just a question of 
resolve, now." 

Many economists, meanwhile, 
say that to get the United Stares’ 
import and debt payments bill — 
its current account deficit — 
down to a manageable size, whiph 
can be financed without setting 
off inflation, the dollar needs to 
fall. 

Mr. Davies, of Goldman 
Sachs, said tins would, at least in 
theory, mean a dollar worth 1.65 
West German marks and 135 
Japanese yen. 

Other economists say rate 
could be even doser to luO yen. 

The dollar has, in die past two 
weeks, dropped as much as five 
per cent against the mark and: 
nearly seven per cent against the 
yen, to hit lows of around 1.81 
marks and 141 yeo. 

And, said West German Eco- 
nomics Minister- Martin- Bange- 
raanij: ‘The dollar should stabil- 
ise in a range of 1.80 to two 
marks.” 

Bnt Mr. Richard Segal, an eco- 
nomist at investment bankers 
Salomon Brothers in London, 
said: “We don’t sec trade imba- 
lances coming down in the near 
term.” 

“The U.S. deficit will be en- 
larged by higher oO prices, and 
record imports from such coun- 
tries as South Korea and 
Taiwan,” said Mr. Segal, who 
expects the dollar to slide to 1.70 
marks and 130 yen by the end of 
the year. 

Neither country, he noted, is 
involved in the Louvre accord. 

U.S. Trade Representative 
Clayton Yeutter says the dollar’s 
fall has been enough, and told a 
UJS. television interviewer last 
week that it will take time for its 
effect to be felt. 


Iranian middle class suffers 


mg at about twice the official rate 
of 20 per cent and biting hardest 
the lifestyles of the middle 


TEHRAN (R) — A coconut costs $85. Mutton sdls 
for $20 a pound. Instant coffee is $12 an ounce. After 
seven years of war with Iraq prices are soaring and 
there is a burgeoning black market for luxury goods. 

Sandbag fortifications protect foiled to provide badly-needed 
key buildings and police stations public housing," be added, 
in the sprawling capital of six Foreigners say inflation is ris- 
million although Iraqi warplanes 
have not attacked since last 
February. 

Maimed war veterans hobble 
on crutches and radios Mare news 
from the front, but there are few 
other reminders of the war which 
Western analysts say has killed 
some 300,000 Iranians. 

Beggars are rarely seen along 
Tehran's well-swept roads where 
Cadillacs left over from the time 
of the shah, deposed in 1979, 
cruise alongside sleek black and 
white Mercedes Benz police cars. 

“Rising inflation ana a growing 
black market are becoming a big 
headache for the government," a 
Western diplomat told Reuters. 

“Industries have also suffered 
neglect and the government has 


into 

class which enjoyed a European 
standard of living during the 
shah's years- 

Iran sells two million barrels of 
oil a day and spends about half 
what it earns on its war effort. It 
has incurred no foreign debt 
while manufacturing its own 
weapons or buying them from 
abroad. 

But the government has bad to 
curb imports to save money for 
the war and control prices and 
distribution of essential items 
such as meat, sugar and flour. 

The government issues num- 
bered ration coupons for these 
items and newspapers periodical- 


ly carry lists of numbers for 
purchase that day of limited 
stocks at cheap prices. 

Tehran residents say they get to 
cat meal about twice a week 
under the system. Anything more 
must be bought on the open 
market for at least four times the 
official price. 

‘The prices for basic items are 
little changed from the time of 
the shah and therefore do not 
affect the majority of the poorer 
population who rely on 
coupons," a diplomat said. “It is 
the middle class which suffers." 

A huge black market has also 
sprung up for luxury items like 
imported fruit (such as coconuts) 
and for foreign exchange — espe- 
cially the UTS. dollar. 

The dollar officially stands at 


73 riyals but buys up to 1,000 
riyals on the black market. Many 
foreigners exchange at the unoffi- 


cial rate, diplomats said. 

“The dollar dictates prices in 
Iran. If the dollar rises by 10 per 
cent in the world currency mar- 
ket, prices go up across the board 


by 10 per cent here," a Tehran- 
based foreign businessman told 
Reuters. 

“The black market was so ram- 
pant that up till last year when 
riyals could be used to buy airline 
tickets for overseas travel, fore- 
igners were paying S350 for a 
round trip to Rio De Janeiro for 
long weekends," he said. 

Many of Iran's large middle 
class, including engineers and 
civil servants, moonlight as taxi 
drivers, street peddlars or night- 
school tutors in an effort to keep 
living in the style to which they 
were accustomed under the shah. 

“We have to bold at least two 
jobs. Our salaries have not been 
revised since the revolution but 
prices just keep going up," a 
government official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, (old 
Reuters. 

He said civil servants' salaries 
started at 40.000 rivals (S550) a 
month, well below the 50,000 
riyals ($680) rental of a two- 
bedroom apartment in fashion- 
able north Tehran. 


Soviet consumers seem anxious for change 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet con- 
sumers, faced with an array of at 
times bewildering changes affect- 
ing their pocketbooks, are 
wondering what may be in store 
— and whether more may be in 
the store — under the Kremlin 
reform drive. 

The Communist Party news- 
paper Pravda informed its read- 
ers last week that half of the 
Soviet population would be able 
to use cheque books from De- 
cember — the latest step in a 
me to make life easier 
economy work better. 

But at the same time other 
newspapers reported that tooth- 
paste supplies had ran out across 


the country, form-grown encum- 
bers had failed to appear in the 
shops this summer and poor qual- 
ity milk products were causing 
food poisoning. 

“We keep hearing about re- 
forms, about bow thins are 
going to set better, but so far the 
only visible change is the length 
of queues at liquor stores,” one 
Muscovite said recently in a typic- 
al remark on the effect of the 
Kremlin anti-alcohol drive. 

Gumbling about the poor 
selection of food, the lack of 
stylish clothing, the unavailability 
of quality stereo and video equip- 
ment and time spent queueing 
has' continued unabated since 
Kremlin leader, Mr. Mikhail 


Gorbachev, launched his reform 
programme. 

Mr. Gorbachev frequently 
stresses that improving the Soviet 
lifestyle is a priority goal of his 
reforms. But although he has also 
warned that a few tough years lie 
ahead before society will reap 
results, the population seems an- 
xious for change. 

Small manifestations of the re- 
form measures have cropped up 
in Soviet cities, sparking curiosity 
and consternation. 

On the Arbat, a wide pedes- 
trian street in Moscow, a Central 
Asian entrepreneur has been 
hawking barbecued meat this 
summer, taking advantage of a 
new limited private enterprise 
law. 

“He looks like a capitalist," 
remarked a woman waiting to be 
served. But she said she was 
willing to pay the relatively steep 
price of 2.50 roubles ($4) for a 
small plate doe to the novelty 
factor. 

Other strollers readily paid up 
to 10 roubles ($15) for self-por- 
traits sketched by pavement 
artists who recently appeared on 
the street along with long-haired 
rock poets. 

In order to reassure the 
population that the reforms rep- 
resent do deviation from com- 
munist values and to ensure prop- 
er public understanding, the press 


has been running articles explain- 
ing eacb new measure and how to 
use it. 

“We’ve read about them and 
seen them in films, mainly those 
made abroad. But we can’t really 
imagine what they are, how to get 
them and basically what they’re 
good for," an item on the intro- 
duction of cheque books began. 

It went on to inform readers 
that if they lived in the Russian 
Federation, the largest of the 15 
Soviet republics, they could apply 
for a pocket-sized book of 20 
checques which could be used 
instead of cash to pay for goods 
and services. 

Eacb cheque book will be valid 
for two years and only after it 
expires may the bolder apply for 
a new one. 

“It’s not surprising people ask 
what good they are if you can 
only use 20 cheques in two 
years,” a middle-aged Russian 
commented. He said credit cards 
should be introduced instead. 

Regardless of the form of 
ment, consumers are worried a 
out another aspect of the reforms 
— price rises for food and other 
essentials due to occur when huge 
state subsidies for farming and 
industry are cut back be ginnin g in 
1990. 

Soviet officials say citizens will 
be compensated for. steeper 
prices through increases in salar- 


ies, pensions and social benefits 
to prevent a rise in the cost of 
living. 

But their comments are coun- 
terposed against articles on possi- 
ble bankruptcies of unprofitable 
firms, wage cuts for workers 
whose factories fail to meet 
assembly line quality controls and 
a continuing defiat of needed 
products. 

Shoppers do not need the press 
to tell them about shortages of 
food items such as cucumbers at 
the height of summer. 

Looking back to visits to Mos- 
cow in the 1950s and 1960s, a 
French businessman said he re- 
membered opulent displays in the 
now drab windows of food shops 
on Gorky Street and caviar as a 
staple or the average restaurant 
breakfast. 

Even supporters of Mr. Gor- 
bachev acknowledge that the con- 
sumer has yet to benefit from his 
reforms, but they say the freer 
cultural and intellectual life 
spawned since he took office in 
1985 has yielded a harvest of 
improvements. 

“At least we are free to express 
our dissatisfaction now," one in- 
tellectual said in a comment giv- 
ing food for thought. 

Izvestia, meanwhile, said that 
millions of roubles’ worth of 
goods are being rejected under a 
new system of quality control. 


China tightens control on spiralling foreign debt 


PEKING (R) — China put into 
effect tough new regulations last 
week aimed at tightening control 
of its spiralling foreign debt, with 
strict penalties for those who 
keep unauthorised bank accounts 
abroad. 

The People's Daily published 
the rules in full. They say that all 
Chinese firms which want to bor- 
row abroad must register with the 
State Administration of Foreign 
Exchange Control (SAFEC) and 
get prior approval, with some 
borrowers having to register 
again regilaiiy. 

SAFEC is under the People's 
Bank of China, the central bank. 

The paper quoted a SAFEC 
offidaJ as saying the regulations. 


China's first detailed rules for the 
use and repayment of foreign 
loans, were intended to improve 
management and control of the 
country’s foreign debt. 

“It is no longer enough to rely 
only on periodic national invest 
tiganons,” he said. “We must set 
up a comprehensive and strict 
monitoring system for the sign- 
ing, use and repayment of foreign 
loans.” 



China': 
lion, 

interest long-term loans. Western 
estimates put the figure at $22- 
$25 billion, very small for an 
economy as large as China's. 


Finance Minister Wang Bing- 
qian said in his budget speech in 
March that foreign borrowing in 
1987 would rise to 14.6 billion 
($3.9 billion) from $7.87 
on ($2.1 billion) in 1986 and 
2.5 billion ($675 million) in 1985. 

China Daily said that a survey 
at the end of last year found more 
than 1,700 firms and financial 
institutions bad taken out foreign 
loans. 

The newspaper earlier quoted 
a top Chinese economist as saying 
too much of China's debt was in 
Japanese yen, whose rapid re- 
valuation has caused a sharp in- 
crease in debt service liability. 


He said China lacked quali 


ft 


personnel to evaluate loans prop- 
erly “so as to eliminate the prac- 
tice of providing loans merely at 
the whim of certain officials." It 
should improve the way loans 
were managed so firms made 
better use of them. 

The new regulations warn of 
stiff penalties for anyone who 
conceals from the SAFEC in- 
formation about his firm's debt or 
opens bank accounts abroad 
without authorisation. 

Under economic reforms since 
1978, many exporters are allowed 
to keep part of their foreign 
exchange earnings, making it 
possible to use that money in 
ways that might not be approved. 


Peanuts 


50PHIE!WHATA surprise! 
I HA i '/EN‘T seen tou since f 

U)E WERE AT CAMP... 



1 NEEP YOUR APVICE. 
MA’AM..WHEN SCHOOL 
STARTS, PO YOU J 
THINK I 5H0ULP 60 J 
OUT FOR TUMBLING? g 

-ZC 




Mutt‘n’ Jeff 



THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


HARRIS 



“I want to make sure you’re getting 
enough calcium! She can sleep in 
our guest room! r 


Andy Capp 



MELLQr HELLO, WH^T 
J-WEWEHEREr 

- A COUPLE OF- 
UTTLE BEAUTIES 

- ANYMORE AT_ 
home like yxi? 


NO/FttL.BUT , 
WEVE BOTH (SOT 
ONEATHOVtE 

LIKE you.' 
GET LOST. 



| THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
I $ by Henri Arnold and BoD Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


MYDAL 



mmm 

■■ 


ZALEH 


L — ' 

< A ^ 



GEOVAY 



• 

• 

• 

■ 

□ 

□ 

DUTILE 


L 


mm 


WHAT A CHIP ON 
_ THE SHOULDER 

Imi&ht eventually 
SET TO BE. 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: A QXOJ f-XXU 


Yesterday’s 


Jumbles: FORUM MOUSE 


(Answers tomorrow) 
IMPEND 8UTHE 


Answer Why he wasn't worried about the housng 
shortage— HE HAD A MOBILE HOME 
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Aquino vows to crush any new L ^ ^ arv “', dies at 63 

A guy actor Lee Marvin, an Oscar- 

coup attempt; praises Ramos l^gsgsss 



MANILA (R) — President Corazon Aquino vowed 
Sunday to crush any new coup attempts and said 
rebel troops had tried to kill her and her family 
during an assault on the presidential palace on 
Friday. 

“The aim was clearly to kill the and military helicopters hovered 
president and her family. M she over the dty while military police 
said in an annual National Heroes carrying M-16 rifles patrolled 
Day ceremony at a suburban Manila's main highway and tanks 
military camp. guarded gates of military camps. 

“Last Friday we taueht them A batallion of more than 900 


“The aim was clearly to kill the 
president and her family,'’ she 
said in an annual National Heroes 
Day ceremony at a suburban 
military camp. 

“Last Friday we taught them 
their most bitter lesson,” she said 
of the mutineers who staged the 
failed coup attempt in wbich 40 
people were killed and 270 
wounded. 

Calling them traitors and 
murderers, she added: “And we 
shall teach them again if they 
want it.” 

Mrs. Aquino, who ordered a 
hunt for rebel leaders still at 
large, expressed confidence in 
her Armed Forces Chief General 
Fidel Ramos in her speech, in 
which she paid homage to World 
War Cl dead as well as soldiers 
killed during the failed coup 
attempt. 

“For the past 18 months, it has 
become clear to me that Gen. 
Ramos and I have begun to share 
common enemies... have crushed 
every threat to this government 
and our democracy,” said Mrs. 
Aquino. 

Dissatisfaction with the milit- 
ary leadership was cited by the 
rebels as a major reason for their 
action. In addition, some civilian 
advisers to Mrs. Aquino have 
expressed unease over what they 
have seed as Gen. Ramos's 
leniency towards rebels involved 
m previous coup attempts. 

Loyal troops remained on alert 


colonel were being held in two 
cargo ships in Manila Harbour. 

‘These traitors and murderers 
of unarmed civilians called them- 
selves idealistic. Let not idealism 
be used to cover for the darkest 
crime and ambition of men whose 
action only show their hatred for 
democracy," said Mrs. Aquino, 


sited here from the United States 
— extreme right wing, that is," 
Raul Manglapus, a Philippine 
senator, said Saturday in an utter- 
view on the Cable News Network 
(CNN). 

The matter will be a focus of an 
investigation starting next week, 
said Sen. Manglapus. chairman of 


whose only son was shot during the Philippine Senate Committee 
an attack on the presidential on National Defence. He said the 


men with armoured vehicles was 
being flown in from Mindanao 
Sunday to reinforce the govern- 
ment. a military commander on 
the southern island said. 

"We pledge our full support to 
the government of President 
Aquino and we are committed to 
follow the chain of command, 
said Col. Raul Aquino. He is not 
related to the president. 

Last Friday's coup attempt was 
the fifth against Mrs. Aquino's 
18-mouth-old government, which 
has treated leaders of past muti- 
nies leniently. 

The Philippines’ best-selling 
newspaper. Manila Bulletin, 
quoting un-named military 
sources, reported that the re- 
maining rebels led by at least six 
officers, had lied to northern 
Quinn o province. 

The leader of the coup 
attempt. Col. Gregorio “Gringo" 
Honasan, former chief security 
officer of ex- Defence Chief Juan 
Ponce Enrile, fled Manila m a 
helicopter on Friday as Mrs. 
Aquino's troops battled their way 
into the rebels' main stronghold, 
the military said. 

Col. Honesto Isleta told Reu- 
ters 816 rebel soldiers including 
31 officers up to the rank of 


palace. 

Defence Secretary Rafael Ueto 
said be believed Honasan was still 
in Manila. “Maybe he is still 
around," he said. “It's hard to 
find a person in a city of four 
million.” 

He also said he did not think 
the rebels aimed to take over the 
presidential palace. 

“The palace is well guarded 
and well armed at all tunes,” be 
said. “That is a difficult target. If 
you zero in on a place like that 
you should be prepared with a lot 
of anti-armour weapons, which 
they didn't have." 

Air Force Commander Briga- 
dier-General Antonio Sotelo said 
he had ordered an inventory of all 
helicopters and planes to find out 
if any were in the hands of the 
rebels. 


on National Defence. He said the 
probe would be conducted jointly 
by the Philippine house and sen- 
ate committees. 

Sen. Manglapus said the Philip- 
pines have been visited recently 
by “some of your retired generals 
who have been identified with the 
extreme right” in the United 
States. 

“We’re looking into the reports 
that we have heard of some of 
them contacting officers here and 
fomenting the idea that the only 
response to Communism has got 
to he military and not stressing 
the ideas that President Aquino 
has successfully inculcated in the 
rest of the armed forces — name- 
ly that of strong offense but also 
the spirit of reconciliation,” the 
senator said. 

The Americans in question 
have “served to destabilise the 


thinking of our own soldiers,” he 
Meanwhile a Philippine sena- added. 

r aid Saturday that officials in ^ ed u ^ names , <*„. 

°"'= »*■ 

a it c ii.. t laub. 


tor said Saturday that officials in 
his country are investigating 
whether recent trips there by 
retired U.S. Maj.-Gen. John 
Singlaub and other Americans 
prompted a coup attempt against 
President Aquino. 


In Los Angeles White House 
jokesman Martin Fitzwater said 
aturday President Ronald 


“We are looking into bits of Reagan is gratified with the re- 
information here... that the solution of the crisis in the Philip- 
thinking of some of these officers pines and “determined to con- 
may have been influenced by tinue working closely with Presi- 
right-wing elements who have vh dent Aquino.” 


Bangladesh navy ends search for fishermen Sri Lanka 

CHITTAGONG, Bangladesh the navy would call off its search, known to have killed more than 

(R) — The Bangladesh navy Sun- Grief-stricken relatives said 700 people. Damage to crops and IlCCS 1X1016 

day made its final search for they believed most bodies had* property has been put at $1.3 

bodies or survivors from last drifted: beyond reach before res- billion. TotnJI 


CHITTAGONG, Bangladesh 
(R) — The Bangladesh navy Sun- 
day made its final search for 
bodies or survivors from last 
week’s fierce storm in the Bay of 
Bengal, which sank more than 
100 fishing trawlers. 

Officials said more than 70 
bodies and 80 survivors had been 
swept ashore after the boats, each 
carrying four or more crewmen, 
were caught in the storm on 
Tuesday off the seaside resort 
Cox's Bazar. 

“It’s perhaps now too late to 
find any more survivors,” a naval 
officer told Reuters, adding that 


they believed most bodies had' 
drifted beyond reach before res- 
cue vessels arrived. 

Officials at Cox's Bazar said 
their search would continue for a 
few more days after the navy 
withdrew. 

The storm struck another sav- 
age blow to this impoverished 
nation which is battling the 
effects of the worst floods in 40 
years. 

The floods, following heavy 
monsoon rains last month, are 


Managua reports 6 killed in 
helicopter downed by rebels 


MANAGUA, Nicaragua (AP) — 
A Defence Ministry communique 
said that the six people known 
killed in the crash of a military 
helicopter shot down by contra 
rebels were two officers and four 
soldiers. 

The communique issued Satur- 


are hospitalised. 

A statement issued Friday after 
the crash in Jinotega province 
had said II bodies were reco- 
vered. It said nine others were 
seriously injured and the pilot 
and co-pilot escaped unhurt. 

A Defence Ministry spokes- 
man, who asked not to be identi- 
fied, said the earlier version was a 
preliminary report. 

The Soviet-made MI- 17 heli- 
copter was hit by a U.S.-made, 
surface-to-air Redeye missile near 
the village of La Vigia, 200 
kilometres north of Managua, the 
ministry said. 

It said the six victims were Lt. 


Andres Guticrcz, LL Enrique 
Monro and four soldiers. 

A military source, who also 
asked not to be identified, said it 
was not known if the missing 
were lost in the rugged jungle 
area where the helicopter crashed 
or had been captured by the 
rebels. 

Jinotega province has been the 
scene of sharp fighting for the 
past month as government troops 
searched for several groups of 
U.S.-supported contras who infil- 
trated the area. 

Two army officers were killed 
Friday when contras ambushed 
their jeep near the Jinotega town 
of San Rafael Del Norte, about 
70 kilometres north of Managua, 
the Defence Ministry said in a 
statement. 

It identified the two as Maj. 
Francisco Gutierrez Hernandez, 
second in command of the 6th 
Military Region, which includes 
Jinotega and Matagalpa pro- 
vinces. and Capt. Johny Angulo 
Perez, a section chief. 


President Hossain Mohammad 
Ershad says he needs at least $100 
million in immediate foreign aid. 

The Relief Ministry said 17 
countries, five international agen- 
cies and 16 Red Cross societies 
had so far pledged 210,000 tons of 
grain and about $5 million. 

“There are more commitments 
in the pipeline,” Foreign Secret- 
ary Nazrul Islam told reporters 
yesterday. 


U.S. pursued 
‘yellow rain’ 
charges without 
evidence, 
report says 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Top 
U.S. officials accused the Soviets 
and their allies of using deadly 
chemical weapons in South East 
Asia despite mounting evidence 
that suggested the charge was 
untrue, a published report said 
Sunday. 

The Washington Post, citing 
documents it had obtained under 
the freedom of information act 
and interviews with U.S. officials, 
said it appeared that once the 
“yellow rain” accusation was 
made forcefully officials had diffi- 
culty retreating even though evi- 
dence disputed it. 

“Yellow /ain” referred to dro- 
plets of a yellow substance, which 
U.S. officials said was a poiso- 
nous funeus grown by tbe Soviets 


Tamil 

detainees 

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) — 
The Sri Lankan government has 
freed 345 more Tamil prisoners as 
part of an tndian-borkered peace 
plan aimed at ending the 4-year- 
old Tamil insurgency, the state- 
run radio reported. , 

Another 600 Tamils will be 
released Wednesday, the radio 
said, quoting unidentified 
National Security Ministry offi- 
cials. 

Saturday's release brought the 
number of Tamil prisoners freed 
*ince the July 29 accord to at least 
1.593. 


winner who was the centre of the 
first major Palimony case, has 
died of a heart attack at the age of 
63. a hospital spokesman said. 

Marvin, a former U.S. Marine 
whose films included the Dirty 
Dozen, the Professionals and Cat 
Ballou, bad been admitted to the 
Tucson Medical Centre 16 days 
ago in a rundown condition be- 
cause of influenza, be said. 

Marvin’s third wife, the former 
Pamela Feeley, a childhood 
sweetheart, was with him when 
he died, the spokesman said. 

Marvin, who - sneered at his 
stardom, racked up a string of 
screen credits after a stage career 
in his native New York. 

He made his screen debut in 
You're In the Navy Now and won 
an Oscar for best actor in the 
1965 film Cat Ballou. 

But he was best known as a 
tough guy soldier, a role with 
roots in his own World War II 
experience in tbe U.S. Marine 
Corps. 

Marvin, who owned a ranch 
near Tucson, found himself in the 
world healines in 1979 when his 
live-in girlfriend Michelle Triola 
Marvin — she legally changed her 
name — - sued him tor half of the 
$3.5 million she maintained he 
had accumulated during the six 
years they lived together. 

It was the first of the celebrated 
U.S. “palimony” cases, brought 
under a new California law by 
jilted lovers who sought a share 
of the property rights of their 
former partners. 

After a steamy 40-day court 
hearing, Los Angeles" Superior 
Court Judge Arthur Marshall 
awarded Miss Marvin $104,000 
for what he called rehabilitation 
purposes. 

But the judge said there had 
been no contract between the 
couple. “When the affection 
diminished, they separated,” he 
said. 

Bora in New York on Feb. 19, 
1924. the son of a rich advertis- 
ing agent and a fashion editor 
mother, Marvin was expelled 
from a string of private schools 
and finally joined the Marines. 

Shot in the spine in World War 
II. Marvin was given a disability 
pension of $40 a month and sent 
nome to New York, where he 
enrolled in the American Theatre 
Wing, a theatrical training centre. 

He landed a role in the Broad- 
way production of Billy Budd and 
toured in theatrical productions 
of A Streetcar Named Desire and 
the. Hasty Heart before heading 
for Hollywood. - 

He appeared in 117 episodes of 
the television series M Squad and 
a number of minor films before 
he won an Oscar for best actor for 
his role of a drunken cowboy 
trying to come to terms with a 
very smart horse in Cat Ballou. 

Holding up bis golden statuet- 
te, he said: “This belongs to a 



Lee Marvin - 

horse somewhere out in a field." 

Marvin was soon starring in a 
oon-stqp stream of films, includ- 
ing Ships of Fools, the Profes- 
sionals, the Dirty Dozen, Point 
Blank, Paint Your Wagon, the 
Iceman Cometh, Gorky Park and 
Delta Force. 

Asked about his repeated 
“tough guy” roles, Marvin said 
there bad always been violence in 
the world. 

“Violence is ingrained in every 
drop of blood I have because I 
come from the cavemen too. 
Otherwise I wouldn't be here," 
be said. 

Marvin said he moved to Tuc- 
son from Hollywood because no- 
body in Tucson knew him. “I 
could start with a clean state,” he 
said. 

Of Cat Ballow, he said he had 
been practising to play a drunk 
for 40 years. But in his final years 
he seldom drank and spent as 
much time as he could fishing off 
the Australian coast. 

Twice divorced and the father 
of four. Marvin said he spent 
years as a dependable character 
actor before becoming a star. “I 
never did it for the money 
alone.” be said. “I would always 
study my role and try to take it as 
far as I could as an actor.” 

Actor Lome Green in serious 
condition 

LOS ANGELES — Lome 
Greene, who played the bead of 
the Cartwright family in the tele- 
vision series Bonanza for 14 
years, is in serious condition after 
an ulcer operation, a hospital 
spokeswoman has said. 

The Canadian-born Greene, 
72, underent surgery for a perfo- 
rated ulcer at St. John's Hospital 
10 days ago. 

His condition was originally 
listed as fair, but was down- 
graded, the spokeswoman said. 

Greene starred in Bonanza as a 
widower bringing up his sons — 
played by Michael Landon, Par- 
nell Roberts and tbe late Dan 
Blocker — on the prosperous 
Ponderosa, Ranch. He later 
appeared in* the television series 
Battleship Galactica. 


‘Red Square pilot’ to stand trial Wednesday 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BT CHARLES GOHEH 
AND OMAR SHABIF 

01908 TOM Mad* Smcn. Inc. 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

♦ Q J 1073 
<P7S2 

OK 

*98 54 

WEST EAST 

*A5 *42 

7A4 9965 

0JJ06 CQ98543 

4AQJ732 4K10 

SOUTH’ 

4K986 

9KQJ108 

0A72 

♦ 6 

The bidding: 

South West North East 

14 2 4 2* Dble 

3 4 3 NT 4 4 Pass 

Pass Dble Pass Pass 

Pass 

Opening lead: Ace of V 


When responder makes a simple 
raise of opener's suit over an over- 
call, it is rare for the overcaller's 
partner to want to make a low- 
level penalty double. Dr. George 
Rosenkranz of Mexico City has sug- 
gested that, instead, the double be 
used to show a raise of partner's 
suit including an honor. This idea 
has caught on across the Atlantic, 
as this hand from an Italian tour- 
nament shows. 


MAKING DEFENSE EASY 

deals. North-South were employing 

canape methods, where opener’s 
first bid is in his shorter suit. 
East's double was, in effect, a raise 
to three clubs with one of the three 
top honors, and South arrived at 
r four spades doubled after a com- 

petitive auction. 

5 The play went quickly. West led 

IBS 4 3 the ace of hearts and continued the 
.0 suit. A defensive heart ruff was in 

the making, and declarer did the 
pest he could by winning in hand 
and leading a low spade, in the 
fond hope that West might duck 
and allow declarer the luxury of 
leading a second round of 

It East trumps. 

Dble However, the bidding had made 

Pass the hand an open book. West was 
Paaa going to be quite happy with down 
one, and he decided that it was 

7 more likely that his partner held 

only two dubs than that declarer 
was missing the king of trumps. So 
Ices a simple be shot up with the ace of spades 

ver an over- and underled his club honors. In 
overcaller’s with the king of clubs. East had no 

lake a low- difficulty in reverting to hearts. 
Dr. George and West’s ruff with his low trump 
Jlty hassug- defeated the contract one trick, 
le double be Those foreigners are going to be 
if partner's hard to beat If we keep exporting 
r. This idea our best ideas! But it is heartening 
tie Atlantic, to see that bridge shares a common 

talian tour- language no matter where in the 
world it is played. 


and given to Communist troops in 
South East Asia. 

Some scientists questioned the 
U.S. assertion, saying “yellow 
rain" was simply pollen. 

Former Secretary of State Ale- 
xander Haig made a speech in 
September 1981 in West Berlin 
about “yellow rain,” although 
U.S. analysts had warned tbe 
State Department two weeks ear- 
lier against such an announce- 
ment, the newspaper said. 


MOSCOW (R) — West German 
teenager Mathias Rust stands 
trial on Wednesday for landing a 
plane near Red Square after an 
unauthorised flight across Soviet 
territory. 

Rust, 19, who will be tried in 
the supreme court in Moscow, 
faces up to 10 years imprisonment 
if convicted of illegally crossing 
the Soviet broder and violating 
international flight regulations. 

He is also accused of malicious 
hooliganism and entering the 
country without a valid passport 
or permission. The charges carry 
maximum terms of five years ana 
three years, which would run 
concurrently with the first term if 
imposed. 

Interest in the trial centres less 
on whether the flying enthusiast 
from Hamburg will be found guil- 
ty than on whether the case will 
establish why he flew across a 
zone of Soviet territory bristling 
with anti-aircraft defences. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Gennady Gerasimov said last 
month: “No one says he is not 
guilty, so the question is not 
whether he is guilty or not. The 
defence will probably concentrate 
on finding mitigating circumst- 


ances." 

Rost’s parents, who saw their 
son in the Moscow prison where, 
he has been held since his flight 
from Helsinki on May 28, have 
hinted at one possible defence. 
They quoted turn as saying he 
planned his escapade as a peace 
mission. 

But a West German tour guide 
who spoke to Rust in Red Square 
minutes after he landed his light 
Cessna plane said the pilot had 
denied he had political motives. 
“I simply wanted to land on Red 
Square," he quoted Rust as 
saying. 

The Soviet press has alleged 
that he might have been inspired 
by unidentified enemies of peace 
in the West who had hoped to 
provoke Moscow into shooting 
him down. 

Soviet government officials 
have never supported these asser- 
tions. The charges against Rust 
also suggest that investigators 
concluded he was not a spy even 
if meticulous planning went into 
his flight through 800 kilometres 
of Soviet air space. 

The West German press has 
speculated that Rust wanted to 
impress a girl who had spurned 


his advances. The lanky teena- 
ger's fellow-students agreed he 
was a shy loner more successful in 
mastering flying than in acquiring 
girlfriends. 

One friend, 19-year-old 
Andrea Kuhn, recalled an inci- 
dent that cast light on Rust’s 
character. “He once said he 
wanted to do something great. 
He said, ‘I want to master the 
world’,” the friend said. 

For the Soviet Union, Rust's 
flight was an embarrassment that 
it fed to the' retirement of former 
Defence Minister Sergei Sokolov, 
the dismissal of the chief of Soviet 
air defences and sharp official 
criticism of tbe military. 

The authorities have often re- 
ferred to the gravity of the case. 
“By landing near Red Square in 
the centre of Moscow. Rust en- 
dangered human life and could 
have caused incalculable damaee 
to property,” Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Gremitskikh said. 

A German-speaking Soviet 
lawyer. Vsevolod Yakovlev, will 
defend Rust at the trial, which is 
expected to last three days. Forty 


sumy. so me question is uul ui soviet an expected to last three days. Forty 

whether he is guilty or not. The The West German press has journalists, including about 25 
defence will probably concentrate speculated that Rust wanted to foreign correspondents, are being 

on rinding mitigating circumst- impress a girl who had spurned allowed to cover the trial. 


China attacks magazine for suggesting chaos may return 


PEKING (Agencies) — China 
Sunday attacked the U.S. news 
magazine Time for “deliberately” 
suggesting that the chaotic Cultu- 
ral Revolution in which 
thousands died might be repe- 
ated. 

The New China News Agency 
(NCNA) accused Time or not 
having a serious attitude in deal- 
ing with a serious subject. 

The magazine, in its June 8 
isue. ran excerpts from “Life And 
Death in Shanghai” by Nien 
Giene, a woman who spent slx 
and a naif years in prison and had 
her daughter killed in the Cultu- 
ral Revolution. 

In introducing the excerpts, a 
Time editor wrote: “Many of 
those responsible for the abuses 
of the Cultural Revolution are 
still in positions of power and 
authority. I’m concerned that the 
pendulum may be swinging back 
to the bad old days.” 

The agency said that what 


facts ... Its approach is dis- 
appointing and puzzling.” 
Thousands of people died. 


Time sai 


i^ency sa 


in tbe face of 


were falsely punished and impris- 
oned ana millions, including 
many of China's present lead- 
ership, were sent to the country- 
side to work as peasants during 
the Cultural Revolution, laun- 
ched by Mao Tsetung in 1966. 

The agency said it was impossi- 
ble for those responsible for the 
Cultural Revolution to make a 
comeback and most Chinese, in- 
cluding many of today's leaders, 
were victims of it and determined 
to prevent a repetition of such a 
tragedy. 

it said China was working hard 
to modernise economically, set 
up a "high-level socialist demo- 
cracy " and to “perfect its demo- 
cratic and legal systems.” 

“It is undeniable that China’s 
legal system has yet to be per- 
fected,” it said. “In some places, 
violations of democratic princi- 
ples and behaviour in contraven- 


tions of law are still frequent.” 
The agency said the 13m Con- 
gress of the Communist Party in 
October would draw up “ a 
blueprint for the. reform of the 
political structure,” through 
which China will effectively deal 
with “over-centralisation of pow- 
er and confusion of responsibility 
between party and government 
functions. 


NCNA quoted Mr. Deng as 
saying. 

China has a three-step plan to 
become “a medium-developed 
country,” Mr. Deng said. 

The first step, which Mr. Deng 
said has already been achieved? 
was to feed and clothe the nation. 

TTw next step is to quadruple 
China's 1980 moss national pro- 
duct (GNP) by the end of the 
century and bring about a higher 
standard of living, he saidTOu- 
na’s GNP in 1980 was $400 bil- 
lion. 


Meanwhile senior leader Deng ^ uc : end of the 

Xiaoping said Saturday the super- ff nt ^ I 7 ail d P n . n 8 about a higher 
iority of socialism over capitalism ^wng, he said. Chi- 

in China would not betxime appa- [? a s 10 ^80 was $400 bil- 
rent until the middle of die next ,0n ‘ 

cenruiy. “It seems there is no problem 

“Only by that time can we say in achieving it, and it is very 
that the socialist system is super- possible for us to beat the target 
ior to the capitalist system," Mr. because there are still 12 years to 
Deng said in a meeting with I 0 '” Mr- Deng said. 


Madonna gives check to AIDS foundation 

PARIS (AP) — Rock superstar Madonna, who will give France 
what is being billed as its biggest ever concert this weekend, 

S :ed a 300,000-franc (about $83,000) check to a french 
rion to fight AIDS. In a brief ceremony at City Hall, 
Premier Jacques Chirac praised tbe singer as “one of the grea* 
artists of all times.” He then kissed her. French-style, on both 
cheeks — agesture returned by Madonna with an American-style 
bear-hug. Tne premier became an overnight fan of Madonna 
when his daughter Gaude, 24, made him listen to her recordings,, 
according to his daughter's own account. Madonna first met with 
the Chirac family in their private residence at City Hall, thca 
before photographers and TV cameras, presented the check to 
singer Line Renaud who heads the foundation against AIDS, 
acquired immune deficiency syndrome. Claude Chirac said she 
and Madonna, who was dressed in a gold-embroidered black 
redingcoat for the occasion, exchanged phone numbers before 
parting. Madonna is in Paris as part of a world tour which has 
taken her to London, Leeds. Frankfort and Rotterdam. 

Deng spends birthday on beach 


PEKING (R) — China's senior leader Deng Xiaoping celebrated 
his 83rd birthday on the beach last week as seaside preparation 
for a crucial Communist Party congress in October won 


according to plan, the New China News Agency has said. The 
country's leaders left Peking in mid-July to gather in the cool and 
calm of the seaside resort of Beidaihe as is their tradition each 
summer. “At Beidaihe, senior leader Deng Xiaoping went 
swimming for over one hour every morning, despire wind and 
rain. There he celebrated his 83rd birthday," the official agenev 
said. Premier Zhao Ziyang, “busy with party and stare affaire 
would sometimes go swimming at dusk.” "When people tried to 
stop him from going out of his depth in bad weather conditions, 
the premier said — it is most interesting to swim amid wind and 
waves,” the agency added. 

Borg’s girlfriend says it’s all over 

STOCKHOLM (R) — Swedish tenuis star Bjorn Borg’s girlfriend 
Jannike Bjorling has said their three-year-old love affair was over. 
“It is correct tht Bjorn and I have separated.” Jannike, mother of 
Borg’s only child, told the mass-circulation Stockholm daily 
Expressen. The apparent end of the stormy love affair was 
splashed by tbe Swedish popular press. “There is no longer 
anything between Bjorn and me. It is over now,” she told the 
tabloid Aftonbladet. Borg. 31, met Bjorling. 2D. in June 1984 at a 
Stockholm discotheque where she was taking part in a beauty 
contest. There have been frequent reports that their romance was 
on the rocks. Their son Robin, who will be two next month, was 
born in 1985 after Borg divorced his wife of four years. Romanian 
tennis player Mariana Siraonescu. Bore, whose' wealth by some 
estimates exceeds $100 million, left his Monte Carlo tax haven in 
the same year and settled in Stockholm as a businessman with 
Bjorling. The couple never married. Bjorling declined to com- 
ment on the reasons for their separation or who would have 
custody of their child. Expressen published a photograph of Bore 
with Rolling Stones drummer Bill Wyman’s former girlfriend" 
pop-singer Mandy Smith, 16, at a London club. Borg" won five 
successive Wimbledon titles and six French championships 
between 1974 and 1981 before retiring from professional tennis in j 
1983. Simonescu was reported to have received more than SIO 
million under her divorce settlement. Borg would not be required 
by Swedish law to pay alimony to Bjorling because the couple 
never married, legal experts said. 

Emirate bans liquor, dancing parties 

ABU DHABI. United Arab Emirates (AP) — Luxury hotels in 
the. United Arab Emirates' sheikdom of Ras A1 Khaimah will no 
longer serve liquor or host dancing parties, in line with an Emin 
Decree issued Saturday. The sheikdom in the north eastern 
corner of the UAE was the second in the federation, after 
Sharjah* to ban liquor and Western-style dancing parties. The 
decree does not affect hotels in the UAE’s other sheikdoms that 
indude Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Ajman, Umm A1 Quwain. and 
Fujairah. The UAE was created in 1971 under President Sheikh 
Zayed Ibn Sultan AJ Nahyan, ruler of Abu Dhabi, tbe largest and 
richest of (he seven. The bans in Ras A1 Khaimah and Sharjah 
were motivated by a desire to fulfill Islamic teachings and cope 
with a wave of fundamentalism sweeping across the Middle East. 

Saudi Arabia sits on ‘ocean of sweet water’ 

DHAHRAN, Saudi Arabia (R) — Saudi Arabia, already sitting 
on vast oil reserves, also has enough water under tbe desert to 
.meet its needs for two centuries, Saudi researchers have said. 
“There is an ocean of sweet water under the burning sands," said 
Bakr Abdullah Ibn Bakr, rector of the King Fahd University of 
Petroleum and Minerals in Dhahran. "We have the equivalent of 
the annual flow of the Nile River for 600 years,” he told reporters. 
“It’s accessible and sweet.” The water lies in three major 
aquifers, or porous, water-bearing rock formation, said Abdullah 
Dabbagh. director of the University’s Research Institute. He did 
not say where they were but said the institute had drawn up a 
strategic plan for exploiting them, proposing pipelines to major 
cities. He said the underground water wealth meant Saudi Arabia 
would no longer need to rely on costly desalination plants, which 
now provide 80 per cent of its domestic water supplies. “There is a 
huge amount of water and we believe it will last us for 200 years," 
Dabbagh said. Bakr said details of the discoveries ^ni their 
potential use would be announced in the next mon... or two. 

Soviet war hero kills youth 

MOSCOW (R) — A Soviet student who won a medal fighting in 
Afghanistan was sentenced to eight years in prison for killing a 
teenage boy be attacked because he led a Western way of life, a 
monthly youth journal said. Molodaya Gvardiya said Sergei 
Lopatin and two colleagues set upon a group of teenagers at a 
student summer camp. “We beat them up because they were 
leading a Western way of life. There’s no place for such people in 
our society," Lopatin was quoted as saying. Lopatin, who studied 
forestry after serving in Afghanistan, and his colleagues killed one 
of the group, who had dyed hair and “fancy clothes,”, and badly 
injured another. It did not say exactly where or when the murder 
took place. One of Lopatin's fellow attackers was given three 
years in prison. The journal did not say if the third man was 
sentenced. 

Police break up Hare Krishna protest 

k-" 7 Police broke up a demonstration by about 
Knshn . a activists Saturday evening and took half 
buses care - members of the 
KhE ? a K?' Two of activists. Lev Cheravak and Olga 

gwfriy^said the demonstration lasted no more than five minutes 
^re police came to break it up. They said the group carried 

Official rehriousimiin an JL. nllin. t y r ■ ■ .. I 


Leonilde Jotti, a leader of the 
Italian Communist Party. 

At the same time, changes will 
be made in China’s political sys- 
tem, “without which the de- 


“In the third step, we will work 
hard and turn China into a 
medium-developed country and 
that will perhaps take 50 years 
into the next century, thus the 


velopement of productive forces Awe of the whole country will be 
will be hampered," the state-run changed,” he said. 
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A “«; 17 ’ about a dozen Hare Krishna 
pray 5 rs a * “ outdoor shopping malL 
Mishnas say Soviet authorities prevent them from t 

PS M M offshoot of Hinduism, 

laws does not forbid the practising of religion but reouin 

ff 8 ^^ * i - th ** stare - The Hare Knshi 
l 9 them or failed to res» 

^ U w^ U ? S ii 0 - r registration. They say about 25 HareKi 
are being held in jails or psychiatric hospitals. - 
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